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DIGITAL AUDIO WORKSTATIONS COMPARED 




REVIEWS: High-performance storage I Penryn-based iMacs I EyeTV 3 I 


Getting Windows 
to live well 
within your Mac 


















Powerful photo editing and management 


Bring your vision to life. 

Apple Pro Resellers have all the skills and knowledge to help you purchase, 
install, learn and support Apple professional based solutions. 

Our resellers and consultants have been hand-picked for their proven expertise 
in a particular market, such as video, audio, design and print production. 
Whether you are a large corporation, a small or medium-sized business, 
or a freelance professional, the Pro Reseller programme provides you with 
all the support and assistance you need to bring your vision to life. 
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NSW Allans Music (A), BRE (V), Digistor (V), Emperors Mind (V/P&P/C&G), Future Reality (V), John Barry Sales (V), 
Computers Now - icorp (P&P), Powermedia (V/P&P), Sound Devices (A), Turramurra Music (A), Videocraft (V). 

VIC Allans Music (A), BHosted (Getmac) (C&G), Crunch IT (P&P), Designwyse (P&P/C&G), Digistor (V), 

Emperors Mind (V/P&P/C&G), Future Reality (V), Computers Now - icorp (V/P&P), Metropolis Music (A), Videocraft (V). 
QLD Allans Music (A), Digital By Design (V), Musiclab (A), Video Pro (V). 

SA Allans Music (A), AV Central (V). 

WA Allans Music (A), Art Ref (P&P), Edit Solutions (V), Team Digital (P&P/C&G), Vizcom (V), Xcite Logic (V, C&G). 

ACT CPE (V). 

V-Pro Video A-Pro Audio P&P - Print and Publishing C&G - Corporate and Government 

For more information see www.apple.com.au/buy/experts/ 

% Professional Reseller 

© 2008 Apple Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, Mac, Final Cut Studio and Aperture are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 

















Go Mac Pro at Designwyse 

Special Offers on Apple Mac Pros, Mac Books and 
Mac Book Pro computers in June 2008 



Mac Pro 8 Core 2.8 GHz, 20” Display, 4GB RAM 

$5195 inc Gst - Save $413 


New Showroom and Service Centre 
now open at 1 Fairbome Way 
Keysborough VIC 3173 
(Melway Map 88K7) 





New Mac Book Pro 15” 2.4 GHz, All Systems include 

4GB RAM, 200GB Hard Disk MacOSX 10.5 Leopard 

$2849 inc Gst - Save $150 

Why it’s Time to Go Mac Pro 

• Adobe CS3 software runs like lightning at Intel native 
speeds on a new Mac Pro 

• Choose 4 or 8 Core Intel Xeon processing power 

• Stable, rugged architecture for regular commercial use 

• Handles heavy workloads day in day out 

• Huge RAM and hard drive expansion capacity 

• Ultra high graphics expansion slots with multi display 
capacity for increased productivity 

• Uncompromised power for workstation use 



The wait is over! 

Everything is now in place 
for upgrading your older 
Mac workstations to the 
latest Apple Mac Pro 
with either four or eight 
Core Intel Xeon power. 

Adobe CS3 is now 
shipping and it runs like 
lightning on a new Mac Pro. 


Special Mac Pro Offers - Designwyse 
provides excellent upgrade offers on new 
workstations when upgrading from existing Mac 
equipment to new Mac Pro workstations and servers. 

We can build-up and prepare your machine to your 
specifications and then ship it throughout Australia. 


• Mac Pros can be used as economical servers Call or email Designwyse now for a detailed 

• Mac Books & Mac Book Pros can be often be salary competitive quote, you will be pleasantly surprised! 

sacrificed for even larger savings Ask us how. 


Please call for Government or Education prices. Prices include GST. E&OE Prices subject to change without notice. 
Savings shown are based on comparrison to Apple’s website pricing. 


/ IN MELBOURNE CALL FREECALL - NO CHARGE 

MxSeseiter 9706 8858 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysborough VIC 3173 Website: www.designwyse.com.au Email: sales@designwyse.com.au 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 













































Buy Adobe CS3 and get Free 
Training Packs....only 
from Designwyse. 


Adobe Creative Suite 3 is the professional’s choice for print, publishing & web 
design. Order now for FREE Packs of training CDs, exclusive to Designwyse! 


Let’s face it, you’ve been waiting for this release for a while. You Adobe CS3 Design Premium 
may have even put-off upgrading your PowerMac, waiting for includes full new versions of: 


Adobe CS3 Design Standard 
includes full new versions of: 


Adobe Creative Suite 3 to arrive. 

Well, wait no more! Adobe CS3 is now available and it’s a real 


• Adobe InDesign CS3 • Adobe InDesign CS3 

• Adobe Photoshop CS3 Extended • Adobe Photoshop CS3 


power-house when coupled with a new Apple Intel based Mac. 


• Adobe Illustrator CS3 


• Adobe Illustrator CS3 


FREE Set of Training CDs - Exclusive to Designwyse 

Investing in new Creative Suite Software is exciting. It’s even better 
if you unlock CS3’s full power with easy to use training CDs. 

Purchase your new CS3 software or licenses from Designwyse and 
receive a full set of Centennial training CDs worth up to $1,600 (26 
CDs) absolutely FREE with every new full Creative Suite, or your 
choice of any single pack with any CS3 upgrade/training bundle. ’ 

# When purchased at these prices. Offer Excludes education versions of Creative Suite. 

Centennial Media training packages includes 5 or 6 Cds for each of the major applications in 
each suite, inc Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign, Dreamweaver, Flash and Fireworks. Training CDs 
cover full basic principles from earlier versions through to new features of CS3. Single user training 
license with each package. Prices include Gst and are subject to change without notice. E&OE. 

CS3 Upgrades: - Pick any one training pack for a Standard upgrade & any 2 packs for a Premium Upgrade. 


• Adobe Flash CS3 Professional 

• Adobe Dreamweaver CS3 

• Adobe Acrobat 8 Professional 

• Adobe Bridge CS3, Adobe Version 
Cue CS3,Adobe Device Central 
CS3, Adobe Stock Photos, and 
Adobe Acrobat Connect 

CS3 Premium - Full Suite ..$2795 

Includes $1,617 worth of training packs FREE (5) 

Prem Upgrade from CS. $925 

Includes $594 worth of training packs (any 2) 

Please call for best pricing on other Creative 
Suites, Site Licenses or Upgrades. 


• Adobe Acrobat 8 Professional 

• Adobe Bridge CS3, Adobe Version 
Cue CS3,Adobe Device Central 
CS3, Adobe Stock Photos, and 
Adobe Acrobat Connect 

CS3 Standard - Full Suite ...$1895 

Includes $950 worth of training packs FREE (3) 

Stand. Upgrade from CS.... $ 679 

Includes $297 worth of training packs (any 1) 

FREE DELIVERY AUSTRALIA WIDE 



Adobe 


IN MELBOURNE CALL 


FREECALL - NO CHARGE 


JSl. 9706 8858 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysborough VIC 3173 Website: www.designvvyse.com.au Email: sales@desigmvyse.com.au 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 































Your Online Mac® 
Upgrade Center 


More Memory = Faster Mac 

Use our online memory guide at Cash Back! i 

OWC offers memory trade in rebates! I 

WWW.maCSaleS.com/memOry See www.macsoles.com for details, j 


HARD DRIVES 

www.macsales.com/harddrive 


Mac Pro 8-core/Quad-core - up to 32.0GB 



™ ” 3.5" IDE/ATA 

Up to 750GB 

9 1 - 1 160GB for $53.97 






1GB, 2GB, 4GB Matched Sets 

Mac Pro Upgrades from $36.25 per GB 
4.0GB Kits from $148.99 


Upgrade 667MHZ & 800MHZ Models 
2.0GHz, 2.66GHz, 2.8GHz, 3.0GHz, and 3.2GHz 
Quad-Core, Quad Core x 2 (8-Core) - all models 


t- 


Detail of Apple-Qualified 
OWC heat spreaders for 
Mac Pro Quad Xeon. 


Fully tested and certified to meet or exceed all Apple* specifications for use in Mac Pro 
for a lifetime of performance. OWC Memory includes the use of actual Apple-Qualified 
Heat-Spreaders to ensure you can utilize these modules with full confidence. 


USB 2.0 UNIVERSAL DRIVE ADAPTER™ 

www.macsales.com/newertech * * xnM 


External Storage Solutions 


Award Winning Solutions from OWC® & NewerTech® 
Quality, Performance, Reliability make OWC & 


£ @ 5KSS iSKK ^ ■*» 
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Ft intech 


The Swiss Army Knife of Disk Connectivity only $29.99 
Gives New Life to Old Drives! Connect any 2.5", 3.5", 5.25" IDE and SATA 
device to your computer through your USB 2.0 port. Easily transfer files 
from computer or notebook, back up files, or store large file archives on 
hard drives. />>'"= Luer* ti-rti nolay y i 


B 


All OWC & NewerTech configured external drive solutions come ready to Plug & Play 
with all interface connection cables, include full versions of Intech HD Speedtools and 
Prosoft DataBackup III, and are Leopard Time Machine ready. 


Visit www.macsaies.com/storage for all available options. 


Build your own drive! 

www.macsales.com/storage 


OWC Mercury Elite Pro™ Aluminum 


0GB 'Add your own hard drive 1 
kits available from $29.99 

Certain OWC and NewerTech® kits include Prosoft 
Engineering® Data Backup 3, NovaStor NovaBACKUP®, 


S' 




& Intech® SpeedTools Utilities ™... $200 Value! 
SSSJ Kintech 




B 


Sleek, Fast, and Fully Plug and Play! 

All Mercury Elite Pro™ Aluminum models are ideally configured 
for Audio, Video, Digital Photography, Professional Music, Graphics, 

General Data and Back-Up applications. 

B * ~ @ « "SW CEESiwan'J © © _ 
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FW800/FW400/USB 2.0/eSATA FW800/FW400+USB 2.0 FW400+USB 2.0 



Video Cards 

www.macsales.com/video 


Controller Cards 

www.macsales.com/harddrive 



New - For Mac Pro 
Xeon Towers: 

ATI Radeon Pro HD 3870 
Call/Visit for Price 
& Availability 


IDE/ATA/SATA 
Controller Cards 
from $49.00 
Add More, faster drives to your Mac 
FireWire 800 PCI/PCI-X Special 
$19.99 

Upgrade/Add FireWire 800 to G3/G4/G5 
Power Macs 


t RxioTRon modbook’ 

www.macsales.com/modbook 



Size 

Speed 

Cache 

FW800/FW400/USB 2.0/eSATA 

FW800/FW400+USB 2.0 

FW400+USB 2.0 

250GB 

7200RPM 

8MB 

$149.99 

$147.99 

$124.99 

320GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$164.99 

$159.99 

$137.99 

500GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$197.99 

$189.99 

$169.99 

750GB 

7200RPM 

32MB 

$229.99 

- 

$199.99 

1.0TB 

7200RPM 

32MB 

$319.99 

- 

$299.99 


OWC Mercury On-The-Go™ Portable Solutions [ 




Configured 

from $2279 


"It's the ONLY Mac Machine With the 
Wacom Driven Screen on the Market Today." 
- Consumer Electronics Network 


• Available with up to 2.4GHz Core™ 2 Duo 

• Up to 750GB of internal HD capacity 

• Complete OS X pen based tablet 

• Up to 4.0GB of memory Macwflr|j 




Fast, Reliable, Bus-Powered Plug & Play 

Pocket Sized & no AC Power Required - True, One-Cable Plug & Play 


• Built in GPS 



Size 

Speed 

Cache 

USB 2.0 Only 

eSATA+USB 2.0 

FW400+USB 2.0 

FW800/400 +USB 2.0 

80GB 

5400RPM 

8MB 

$85.99 

$97.99 

$114.99 

$129.99 

160GB 

5400RPM 

8MB 

$98.99 

$109.99 

$133.99 

$147.99 

250GB 

5400RPM 

8MB 

$127.99 

$137.99 

$159.99 

$169.99 

320GB 

5400RPM 

8MB 

$169.99 

$179.99 

$179.99 

$209.99 

H Highest Capacity Portable Solution on the Market! 

9 500GB 5400RPM 8MB 

$319.99 

$349.99 

120GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$137.99 

$137.99 


$174.99 

160GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 



- 

$179.99 

200GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$169.99 

$179.99 

$179.99 

$199.99 







EttfJZf] School/Corporate Purchase Orders accepted with approved credit. 
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Orders ship from USA with extremely competitive shipping rates. All prices quoted in US dollars. 




Apple Intel® Macs - up to 4.0GB 


SuperDrives® and Blu-Ray 


Upgrade Apple MacBook®, MacBook Pro, iMac G 
and Mac mini Core 2 Duo, and Core 2 Extreme. 


1.0GB from $22.99 
3.0GB kit from $69.95 


2.0GB from $44.99 
4.0GB kit from $91.95 






have the right memory for your Mac® 


We have got the right memory for for 
PowerBooks, iBooks, Power Macs - G3s, G4s, 
G5s - Memory for nearly every Mac ever made. 


/ "That's a great deal!" 

v+im iu n * 1 . Dave Hamilton, Mac Observer 


owe Mercury Elite Pro" 


Speed 


FW800/FW400 
+USB 2.0 


500GB Striped 

7200RPM 

32MB 

$239.99 

1.0TB Striped 

7200RPM 

32MB 

$349.99 

1.5TB Striped 

7200RPM 

64MB 

$419.99 

2.0TB Striped 

7200RPM 

64MB 

$599.99 



Plug & Play 
Performance I 

RAID-0 Stripe Solutions I 

Ideal for demanding 
Audio/Video, Editing, 

Data Processing, any application wfi?l 
higher performance provides a benefit. 


NewerTech Guardian MAXimus 




Hardware RAID-1 
(Mirrored Redundant) 
Plug and Play Ready 

Provides "Live Activity" backup/data 
redundancy of your critical data. 



FW800/FW400+USB 2.0 
RAID-1 MIRROR 

/>> nemertectinologyr 


Size 

Speed 

Cache 

FW800/FW400 

+USB2.0 

320GB + 320GB (Mirrored) Drives 

7200RPM 

32MB 

$299.99 

500GB + 500GB (Mirrored) Drives 

7200RPM 

32MB 

$379.99 

750GB + 750GB (Mirrored) Drives 

7200RPM 

64MB 

$479.99 

1.0TB + 1.0TB (Mirrored) Drives 

7200RPM 

64MB 

$659.99 


OWC Mercury Rack Pro 


4 Bay Rack Solutions 

FW800/FW400, USB 2.0, eSATA 
Rack Solutions 640GB and up to 4.0TB 
from $599.99. JBOD and RAID options. 


/>> neujertcchna)agyr 

Up to 1.0TB of 
Performance Storage 
+ Integrated Space 
Saving FW/USB 
2.0 Hub! 

miniStack v3 





imm m !f v > 

ll 21? ft IIP 1 


160GB 

7200RPM 

8MB 

$125.99 

$147.99 

250GB 

7200RPM 

8MB 

$139.99 

$159.99 

320GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$149.99 

$172.99 

500GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$179.99 

$207.99 

750GB 

7200RPM 

16MB 

$239.99 

$249.99 

1.0TB 

7200RPM 

32MB 


$349.99 


Create with Apple iDVD®, Apple DVD Player, 
Apple DVD Studio®, Apple iMovie®, Apple Disc 
Burner, EMC® Retrospect®, Apple iTunes®, Roxio® 
Toast®, Apple iPhoto®, and NTI Dragon Burn®. 
www.macsales.com/superdrives 
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Internal SuperDrives for £ 
Desktops/Towers 
from $31.99 

Internal SuperDrives for 
Apple Laptops 

from $99.95 




External SuperDrives 
USB 2.0/FireWire 
from $77.99 
Internal and External 
Blu-ray Solutions 
from $159.99 


L ? 


Power Mac® > G4 Processor Upgrades 

www.macsales.com/faster 


Put a faster processor 
in your Mac for up to 
18X the performance, 
from $199.00 


TYJ 



OS X Leopard Compatible 

Power up your Power Mac G4! OWC 
processors are fully compatible 
to make your machine Leopard ready. 


G4/1.2GHZ for $199.00 
1.5GHz $259.99 
2.0GHz $399.99 
Dual 1.8GHz from $599.00 


NewerTech Products 


/>> 


OWC is proud to be the #1 distributor of NewerTech products 

www.macsales.com/newertech 


Jower®* Wireless 


.* 

Mac 


Get MAXimum Range and MAXimum Performance with MAXPower® 
Wireless 802.11 n/g/b ))) Up to 4x Greater Range 

) Fastest Wireless Data Transfer Rate up to 300Mbps 

Add to any Mac or PC with 
available USB 2.0 port 

MAXPower 802.11 n/g/b Wireless 
▲ USB 2.0 Stick Adapter & 

Upgrade your Network to full E 

featured 802.11 n/g/b 

MAXPower 802.11 n/g/b Wireless Router 
for only $67.95 


L|^ 


' Extension Cradle for only $52.99 


& 



Add to your PowerMac 
G3/G4/G5 or Windows® 
Desktop/Tower via PCI Slot 

MAXPower 802.11 n/g/b Wireless 
PCI Adapter for only $49.99 


Add to your PowerBook G4 
15" and 17" or PC Laptop 
with PCMCIA Cardbus slot 

MAXPower 802.11 n/g/b 
Wireless PCMCIA Laptop 
Cardbus Adapter for only $49.99 


NuPower®Laptop and iPod® Batteries 


Nu Power 

The highest capacity 
PowerBook and . , 
iBook replacement 
batteries PERIOD! 
from $99.95 


62%More i ^werTech 
Capacity™ | 2-Bay Battery 
Charger+ 
Conditioner. 
Kjgt from $149.9' 




NuPower, NewerTech, NewerTech arrow logo, miniStack, Guardian MAXimus, and MAXPower are registered trademarks and the Perfect Fit Solution logo, USB 2.0 Universal Drive Adapter and the Newer 
Technology, Inc. logo are trademarks of Newer Technology, Inc. OWC and OWC logo are registered trademarks and Mercury On-The-Go, Mercury Elite Pro, Mercury Rack Pro, and Other World Computing 
are trademarks of Other World Computing. Other marks may be the trademark or registered trademark property of their owners. Prices, specifications, and availability are subject to change without notice. 
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Altec Lansing' 


Available at www.alteclansing.com and select retailers. ©2008 Plantronics, Inc. All rights reserved. "Works with iPhone" means that 
an electronic accessory has been designed to connect specifically to iPhone and has been certified by the developer to meet Apple 
performance standards. Apple is not responsible for the operation of this device or its compliance with safety and regulatory 
standards. Patents pending. iPod and iPhone are trademarks of Apple Inc. 
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Made for 
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3€-A 

012 Matthew JC. Powell 

What operating system do you really 
want? 

3€-V 

015 AMW readers 

The old chestnut about international 
pricing of Macs rides again. Plus, just 
how naked is “naked” DSL? 

3€-K 

030 Dan Warne 

Why do we still get bits of paper? 

3€-l 

038 Fleur Doidge 

Sculptor Ray Cologon talks Mac 

3€-Y 

048 Martin Levins 

What business can learn from schools 

&-o 

066 Keith White 

Switching, mapping and webbing 

&Q 

082 Alex Kidman 

Scamming the scammers 


3£-N 

01! Attack of the Clones. 

Apple’s probably going to sue Psystar, 
and George Lucas is probably going 
to sue us. 

022 MUG events for June. 

02 Off the Net 

028 Pro File: Daniel Linnet 



3§-1 

033 The studio version 

David Holloway 

Your Mac can form the basis of an 
extraordinarily powerful digital audio 
workstation, if you pair it with the right 
tools. We’ll show you what’s out there 
to unleash your inner maestro. 

3€-2 

040 Best of both worlds 

Rob Griffiths 

Why would you want to put 
Windows on your Mac? Which 
Windows programs are compelling 
and unique enough to justify the 
hassle? Can you really incorporate 
those programs smoothly into your 
Mac workflow, or will they always feel 
clunky? In other words, while putting 
Windows on your Mac might sound 
great in theory, how does it all work 
out in reality? 


www.macworld.conn.au 


AMW June 08 09 ◄ 
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CTD ■ 

051 Evade e-mail exasperation 
055 Control the world 
059 Play Flash games offline 
Print to Mac-connected printers from 
Windows 

060 Maximise windows with the 
keyboard 

Fast maths with Quick Look data 
061 Dive into Leopard’s Dictionary 
063 Use data from Quick Look 
windows 

Avoid unsolicited help 
Navigate Quick Look from the 
keyboard 

064 Copy files from Preview’s 
sidebar 

Copy paths from Finder selections 


3€-J 

069 AMW lab: 
High-performance storage 

Not so much about space, but about 
time 

My Book 1TB 
Biggest Quadra 4TB 

w 

Acard ANS-9050E 5TB 

PROAVIO EB8ms 4TB + HighPoint 
RocketRAID 3522 


072 Penryn-based iMacs 

Apple speeds up its all-in-one Mac 

20-inch iMac Core 2 Duo/2.4GHz 

m 

20-inch iMac Core 2 Duo/2.66GHz 
24-inch iMac Core 2 Duo/2.8GHz 

07 ! EyeTV 3 

Must-have for TV buffs 

m 

07 ( Pastor 

Simple utility works well — and it’s 
free 

W 1 * 

07 “ AppMenuBoy 

Makes launching applications simple 

W '/ 2 

071 Return to Dark Castle 

After a long wait, it’s here 



► 010 AMW June 08 


www.macworld.com.au 




































Should I stay or should I go? 



Both are spectacular loudspeakers that only Harman Kardon® could build. Both feature understated, 
sublimely functional design and clean and powerful sound. Harman Kardon Go + Play™ is AC- or 
battery-operated, so it will go anywhere your iPod or other music player goes - and make your favorite 
music sound better. The SoundSticks® II three-piece speaker system produces 40 watts of high-quality 
stereo sound for music, MP3, movie and gaming enjoyment. 



CoNeXuS 

Distributed by Conexus 
www.conexus.com.au 
Ph 02 9975 0900 


harman/kardon' 

Designed to Entertain; 


H A Harman International Company © 2007 Harman International Industries, Incorporated. All rights reserved. Harman Kardon and SoundSticks are trademarks of Harman International Industries, 
Incorporated, registered in the United States and/or other countries. Harman Kardon Go + Play and Designed to Entertain are trademarks of Harman International Industries, Incorporated. iPod is 
a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 














Commentary on all and sundry 


Matthew JC. Powell 
has a deep and 
abiding passion 
for the Mac, the 
magazine and its 
readers — in no 
particular order. 


The Mac-Win Calypso 


Hoignks 


“Tell me tell me tell me why I want to 
know the fact: why do the Mac people 
want to run Win and the Win people 
want to run Mac?" 

W hen Apple switched to Intel 
processors in its Macs, the 
question that immediately 
popped into many people’s minds 
(not mine) was: will the Intel-based 
Macs be able to run Windows? 

You can put the motor of a ride-on 
lawnmower inside a Porsche if that’s 
what you feel like doing, but I don’t 
know why you would. 

Nonetheless, some very deter¬ 
mined and clever people managed 
to do it. They got Windows to install, 
however shakily and at whatever cost 
in time and sanity, on Intel-based 
Macs. Apple responded at first by 
saying "if you want to, go ahead, but 
we’re not going to support it” and 
then, not long after, released Boot 
Camp, which essentially added Win¬ 
dows compatibility to the Mac. Boot 
Camp is now a standard feature on 
new Macs (though you still have to 
buy your own Windows licence). 

Apple clearly took the position that, 
if people want to do it that badly, 
let’s make it easy. As it happens, it’s 
worked out pretty well for Apple, with 
Boot Camp (along with virtualisation 
solutions like Parallels Desktop and 
VMWare Fusion) credited for a signifi¬ 
cant boost in Apple’s market share 
in recent times. Windows users feel 
safer switching to Mac knowing they 
can go back easily if they need to. 
Shows what I know. 

At the same time, when Apple 
released a version of Mac OS X Tiger 


www.3rdearmusic.com/lyrics/calypso.html 

The Black-White Calypso 


that ran on Intel processors, many 
people wondered whether they would 
be able to get it to run on off-the-shelf 
generic hardware. This one I can 
understand — Apple offers a wide 
range of hardware options, but there 
are significant gaps, and the ability to 
build your own computer to your exact 
specifications and run Mac OS X on it 
must be overwhelming. 

Not to mention the cost savings that 
can be had if you know a guy who can 
get you a cheap graphics card and 
so on. Getting a Mac without paying a 
Mac price is an enticing possibility. 

Apple has taken more active steps 
to prevent this though, and it’s easy to 
see why. For one thing, Apple makes 
an awful lot of its money off the sales 
of hardware, and if it all of a sudden 
became an operating-system vendor 
there are no guarantees that it could 
build a successful business on that. 

For another thing, Apple’s systems are 
put together in very specific ways, and 
Apple’s software supports those spe¬ 
cific combinations. Changing things by 
adding random components virtually 
guarantees that something won’t work. 

The Mac would go from “insanely 
great” to just "insane” very rapidly. 

Nonetheless that is where we find 
ourselves today. Via projects such as 
“Mackintosh” and “OSx86” the various 
technical barriers to installing Mac OS 
X on any old random white-box hard¬ 
ware are gradually falling away. 

This past month, several vendors 
— most prominently Psystar, the 
subject of our news lead — began 
selling generic computers with Mac 
OS X pre-installed. They make no 
pretense that this is a Mac — numer¬ 
ous disclaimers announce the many 
pitfalls of buying such a thing, such 
as the inability to run Software Update 


and the likelihood that stuff will break 
for no apparent reason. These are 
being marketed not as “the computer 
for the rest of us” but as “serious geek 
project — enter at your own risk”. 

Not overly Mac-like. 

Of course, what these folks are 
doing is against the law — at least 
civil, if not strictly criminal. Installing 
Mac OS X on anything other than an 
Apple computer is a violation of the 
End-User Licence Agreement and 
punishable by the wrath of Apple’s 
crack team of ninja lawyers. Doing so 
for commercial gain — and advertis¬ 
ing the fact — just seems like asking 
for annihilation. 

Apple, however, has been strangely 
quiet on the subject. You might think 
that this is because it is sitting back 
and calmly assessing the situation 
before deciding on a course of action. 

If you do, you don’t know Apple. Watch 
what happens when someone puts the 
word “pod” in the name of their digital- 
music-related product. It’s scary. 

Apple’s reticence to act against the 
Hackintoshers is, therefore, intrigu¬ 
ing. Could it be that Jobs and Co are 
seriously contemplating a world in 
which they compete directly against 
Microsoft on its own turf of “anything 
and the kitchen sink” hardware? 

Surely not. Even in its concession to 
running Windows on Mac hardware, 
Apple ensured that the user experi¬ 
ence is as good as you can have 
running the Redmondian OS. Allowing 
OS X to run on whatever you throw it 
at would seem, at first blush, to run 
against that ideal. 

What is the world coming to? 
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Education Reseller of the Year 2007 
flt Service Provider of the Year 2007 



WIN an Apple MacBook valued at $1,499! 

At either of our two new stores! 

Simply visit our new Geelong or Doncaster stores and you 
could win a new Macbook - one at each store!* 



MULTI LEVEL CARPARK 

1ST LEVEL 

SAFEWAY ► 


O 


CompNow Doncaster 


Westfield Doncaster 
Shopping Centre 
1st Level 
t : 03 9684 3688 




MAIN CAR PARK 

O 


◄ FOOD COURT 

1ST LEVEL 



CompNow Geelong 


Westfield Geelong 
Shopping Centre 
1st Level 
t : 03 5223 1550 



WIN 

BIG 


WIN a Samsung 42" Plasma TV + DVD worth $2,399! 

Simply purchase an Apple TV or Time Capsule before 30th June 
to go in the running. 

WIN one of five Samsung 24" LCD's worth $799 each! 

Simply purchase either a Mac Pro + AppleCare or a MacBook Pro + 
AppleCare before 30th June to go in the running. 


FREE Training for all Computers Now Mac customers 

Computers Now offer free training courses with every new computer 
purchased through us - see our website for details. 


Computers Now Apple Premium Reseller, Apple Platinum Service Centres, Apple On-Campus Reseller 



Chadstone 

Shopping Centre 

t: 03 9568 8655 

Crows Nest 

222 Pacific Highway 

t: 02 9951 7979 

Doncaster 

Westfield Doncaster 

t: 03 9684 3688 

RMIT 

Main Campus, Swanston St 

t: 03 9654 8111 

Geelong 

Westfield Geelong 

t: 03 5223 1550 

Sth Melbourne 

64 Clarendon Street 

t: 03 9684 3600 

Malvern 

1420 High Street 

t: 03 9508 2600 

South Yarra 

409a Chapel Street 

t: 03 9827 5011 

Monash 

On-campus store coming soon! 

UNSW 

Main Campus, Randwick 

t: 02 9385 2377 


Need help with a purchase or just need some info? 
email us on sales@compnow.com.au. or visit us on www.compnow.com.au 


comp 

now 

compnow.com.au 


*Competition entries close 30th June 2008. For full details see our website. All prices include GST. 

Images for illustrative purposes only. Prices & specifications subject to change and stock availability. E&OE. www.compnow.com.au 




























Connect to the world of data 

Faster and easier than ever before! 


* Mi 



FileMaker W FileMaker 

--- - 9 ■ W Advanced 


IS 



Here's What's New at a Glance: 

1. New! FileMaker Quick Start Screen 

remembers your favorite databases so 
you can open them instantly. 

2. New! Conditional Formatting visually 
formats fields and objects based on 
conditions you decide. 

3. New! Send Link makes it easier to share 
FileMaker Pro databases via a clickable 
email link. 

4. New! Append to PDF appends multiple 
reports into one Adobe® PDF file for 
easier distribution. 

5. New! Connect to External SQL Data 
Sources lets you integrate live data 
from Microsoft® SQLServer, Oracle and 
MySQL with your FileMaker Pro data.* 



6. New! Scripting Tools put you in control 
with script folders and script copy and 
paste. 

7. Enhanced! FileMaker Web Viewer and 
Tab Control options help you design 
better, more intuitive layouts faster and 
easier. 

8. New! Auto-Resize controls how objects 
resize and move when the window size 
changes. 

9. New! Software Update Notification 

automatically notifies you when a new 
update is available. 

10. And Many More Great Features like 
multiple levels of Undo and Redo, field 
level spell checking, enhanced toolbars 
and new shipping label formats. 


* Third-party drivers required. 


Find out more at: 

www.filemaker.com.au/mw/products 

© 2007 FileMaker, Inc. All rights reserved. FileMaker and the file folder logo are either 
registered trademarks or trademarks of FileMaker, Inc., in the U.S. or other countries. 

^►FileMaker. 
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Your magazine, 
your forum. 


JBL Reference 220 letter of the month 



Each month, Conexus (02 9975 
0900) is giving away a set of 
JBL Reference 220 headphones 
valued at $140 to The Australian 
Macworld reader who sends in 
what we deem to be the most 
interesting letter. 

Earphones have always been a 
smaller, more portable alterna¬ 
tive to traditional headphones, 
and JBL Reference 200 Series 
earphones are certainly that. But 
Reference 200 Series earphones 
are designed to perform more 
like their larger counterparts. Is 
it possible to get realistic, full- 
spectrum sound from virtually 
weightless earphones that can 
easily slip into a pocket? Would 
we have brought it up if the 
answer were no? 


The Price is Wrong 

I have been a loyal Apple customer 
since they came to the market place. I’m 
totally p***ed-off that they treat Australian 
customers with utter contempt in regard to 
product pricing and availability. 

I know on many occasions you have tried 
to defend their pricing policy in recent 
articles, but when I go to buy a MacBook 
Pro to specs I want and find out that it is 
nearly $500 more plus tax than the USA 
site that’s a rip off. 

Please don’t explain to me that shipping 
cost any more to Australia, or that our mar¬ 
ket is too small and machine mods cost 
more. I want to know why the ACCC has 
not done something about Apple’s blatant 
pricing dictatorship to its resellers. 

I say if they really want to move product in 
this country be fair dinkum and give us the 
same price plus make things available like 
TV shows in the iTunes Store. What a joke 
— I bought an Apple TV the first week, and 
am still waiting. 

That’s enough rant. Stop defending them. 

Doug Keogh 
Via internet 

Well, Doug, since you haven’t actually told 
me what specs you were trying to configure 
I had to take a guess. I went and specced 
up a MacBook Pro to the absolute maxi¬ 
mum in all categories, since I figured that 
would be where the price difference would 
be greatest. 


I ended up with a 17-inch MacBook Pro 
with 2.6GHz processor, 4GB of RAM and 
a 200GB 7200-rpm hard drive, plus the 
high-resolution screen option. 

In Australia that was $4679. In the USA 
the same configuration was $US3399 — 
$3603.88 at current exchange rates. Add 
GST (remember the US price doesn't 
include sales tax) and it’s $3964.27. A 
difference of $714.73. Ouch. 

Then I went to Sony — another premium 
computer brand — and tried something 
similar. I configured a 17-inch AR-series 
Vaio notebook with a 2.4GHz processor, 
2GB RAM, 500GB hard drive and the 
WUXGA screen (basically equivalent to 
the hi-resolution screen Apple provides). 

I also added a Blu-ray read/write drive 
(mainly because Sony doesn’t sell that 
model in Australia without Blu-ray). 

In Australia that was $4479. In the US, it 
was $2509.99 — $2661.28 at current ex¬ 
change rates. Add GST and it’s $2927.41, 
A difference of $1551.59. More than 
double the Apple price difference. 

Since you’ve forbidden me defending 
Apple or explaining why the price differ¬ 
ence is there, I'm left with this: Apple's 
not the only one. It’s not even the worst 
offender. 

Which is not to say it doesn't suck that 
Australians have to pay more for some 
stuff than Americans do. Just that maybe 
— maybe — it isn't all Apple's fault. — 
M.JC.P 


Letters should be e-mailed to 
matthew.powell@niche.com. 
au with a subject header of 
“Command - V” or by post to 
Australian Macworld Mailbox, 

170 Dorcas Street, South 
Melbourne, Victoria 3205. Let¬ 
ters of fewer than 200 words are 
given preference. Comments 
posted to the forums on 
www.macworld.com.au are also 
eligible for the Creature II prize.. 
We reserve the right to edit let¬ 
ters and probably will. To be eli¬ 
gible for the JBL Reference 220 
prize, you must include your full 
name and address, including 
state or territory. 


MacBook tatts 

I read the letter entitled “Mac Art” about 
laser etching laptops etc (05.2008). 

I have a laser etching business and I 
do this. 

You can check out my web site, where 
there is a photo of a laptop I have done 
(see “Hotlinks”). Pricing depends on the 
size of the design, and whether artwork 
is supplied. The one pictured on the site 
cost $70. 

Ann Harris 
K-BAR 


Inside tip 

You may already know this but I thought I’d 
email Macworld anyway. I visited the Optus 
store on Gawler Place in Adelaide today 
and inquired about the iPhone release 
date. An employee that didn’t look like 
your ordinary sales person (wearing a busi¬ 
ness shirt, tie, Optus name tag) advised 
me that Optus will be releasing the 3G 
iPhone in October this year. 

I haven’t read any dates online etc but he 
seemed to be in the loop. 

If this is posted online or in print I prefer to 
remain anonymous. 

Anonymous 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Mentor letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to matthew.powell@ 
niche.com.au with a subject header of "Command - V". Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges' decision in relation to any aspect of the 
competition is final and binding on every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually 
judged based on its degree of interest. 4. Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no 
responsibility for late or misdirected entries. 6. The best entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change 
in the value of the prize occurring between the publish date and the date the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) 
will be notified by mail. 10. All entries become the property of the Promoter. 11. The collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided in connection with this competition 
is governed by the Privacy Notice 12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of 170 Dorcas Street. South Melbourne. Victoria 3205 Ph 03 9948 4900. (ABN 13 064 613 529). 
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Well, I don't know quite what your ordinary 
sales person looks like, but the ones in my 
local Optus outlet wear business shirts, ties 
and Optus name badges — also trousers 
and sometimes even shoes. 

Unless your Optus guy was wearing faded 
blue jeans and a black turtleneck. I doubt 
he was sufficiently “in the loop" to give you 
more than a best guess about 3G iPhone 
availability. Thanks for the tip anyway. — 
M.JC.P 


Naked truth 

I have read with interest the article present¬ 
ed in AMW 05.2008, about "Naked DSL 
and other Nasty Tales”, by Dan Warne. 

I have researched this service offered by 
iiNet as I for one was happy to make the 
switch. However, further investigation re¬ 
vealed that should a potential “go naked" 
customer choose or have a need to send 
and receive faxes, or have a “monitored 
house alarm”, then both of these facili¬ 
ties are not compatible with the "naked” 
infrastructure. 

No exact reason could be given by the 
iiNet sales staff as to why these facilities 
do not function with the iiNet infrastructure, 
but I was advised that their technicians 
are working on it. To date I am not aware 
whether these matters have been ad¬ 
dressed. 

As I needed to access both of these 
services, I was hence unable to access the 
Naked DSL plan on offer. 

This info may be of interest to your readers 
who were contemplating access to the 
Naked DSL. 

Hyrom Jones, 

Via internet 

Thanks for that Hyrom. It always makes 
sense to investigate what you might be 
missing out on when you move to some¬ 
thing new. — M.JC.P 


Hotgnks 

www.k-bar.com.au 

Get your MacBook Pro engraved 


Hubba hubba 

I’m after some advice. I am in need of 
more USB/FireWire outlets for my iMac to 
keep everything I use plugged in all the 
time so I don’t have to keep changing 
cords all the time. 

I have EyeTV, a USB MIDI keyboard and 
my keyboard/mouse plugged into my USB 
ports and two 500gig external hard drives 
plugged into my FireWire 400 port which 
I have to keep changing over all the time. 
Ideally I would like both of the hard drives 
plugged in at the same time. 

Is there a way to do this without having 
to fork out for a bigger HD or one with a 
FireWire 800 connection? I’ve tried using a 
USB splitting hub but then I am unable to 
use the items plugged into it properly as 
the speed changes. 

I’ve also thought about using a wireless 
keyboard and mouse but after doing some 
reading on Apple’s web site and other 
forums I have not heard of any that seem 
reliable. Changing batteries all the time 
seems a bit tedious also. 

James Young 
Via internet 


You haven't mentioned whether the USB 
hub you used was self-powered or not. 

That makes a big difference. A lot of USB 
devices rely on the USB bus for power, and 
if the hub is not powered those devices will 
not function properly, if at all. Many devices 
have to be plugged directly into the com¬ 
puter to work properly as well. 

All I can suggest is get a good powered 
hub — they’re fairly cheap and you can 
grab them at any department store — and 
see how many of your devices you can 
hang off that, freeing up ports on the com¬ 
puter itself for the things that really need it. 
As for the FireWire drives, doesn't either of 
them have two FireWire ports on the back? 
If you plug one drive into the computer 
and the other drive into the first drive, the 
computer will still see them as two drives. 
— M.JC.P 


COMING TO AUSTRALIAN MACWORLD 

Portable photography studio. AMW looks 
at all the gear a photographer on the road 
ought to be carrying. 

AMW lab: Wireless media centres. 

What Apple TV can and cannot do, and the 
competing devices that can pick up the slack. 
Pro File: lloura post-production studio. 

To advertise. Call Liana Pappas 
03 9948 4974. 

To subscribe. Free-call 1800 804 160. 


COMING TO DESKTOP 
Portable Storage.From memory sticks to 
removable hard drives, Desktop will explore 
the best portable storages devices for your 
valuable creations. 

Packaging for Food & Beverage.There is 

an art to being popular on the shelf. So what 
is it? Next month Desktop will tell you.. 

To advertise. Call Chantelle Ford 
03 9948 4984. 

To subscribe. Free-call 1800 804 160. 



June 2008 / Issue No. 124 


Publisher 
Niche Media 
Associate Publisher 

Nick Harris 

nick.harris@niche.com.au 
03 9948 4976 

Editor 

Matthew JC. Powell 
matthew.powell@niche.com.au 

National Advertising Manager 

Liana Pappas 

liana.pappas@niche.com.au 

03 9948 4974 

Designer 

Hannah Ogilvie 

hannah.ogilvie@niche.com.au 

Production Coordinator 

Samantha Gopal 

Sam.gopal@niche.com.au 

Prepress 

Emma Meagher 

emma.meagher@niche.com.au 

IT Manager 

Joel Robertson 

joel.robertson@niche.com.au 



Australian Macworld 

is a publication of Niche Media Pty Ltd 
ABN 13 064 613 529 
170 Dorcas Street, 

South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 
Tel: 03 9948 4900 / Fax: 03 9948 4999 

Chairman and Publisher 
Nicholas Dower 
Managing Director 
Paul Lidgerwood 
Financial Controller 
Sonia Jurista 
Studio Design Manager 
Keely Atkins 

keely.atkins@niche.com.au 
Subscription Inquiries 
Free Call: 1800 804 160 
subscriptions@niche.com.au 

CTP/Print 

Bluestar print - Australia 
03 8514 6000 
ISSN 1329-9484 

Digital Library Images supplied by PhotoDisc (www.photodisc.com) 
Australian Macworld has reprint rights to Macworld, a Mac Publishing 
LLC title. Material appearing in Australian Macworld is copyright and 
reproduction in whole or in part without express permission from the 
publishers will result in litigation. Australian Macworld is published 
under licence from Mac Publishing LLC. San Francisco, California. 
Editorial items appearing in Australian Macworld that were originally 
published in the US edition of Macworld are the copyright property of 
Mac Publishing LLC. which reserves all rights. Copyright ©2004 Mac 
Publishing LLC. Macworld is a trademark of Mac Publishing LLC. 

This issue of Australian Macworld may contain offers, competitions, 
surveys, subscription offers and premiums that, if you choose to 
participate, require you to provide information about yourself. If you 
provide information about yourself to NICHE MEDIA, NICHE MEDIA 
will use the information to provide you with the products or services 
you have requested (such as subscriptions). We may also provide 
this information to contractors who provide the products and services 
on our behalf (such as mail houses and suppliers of subscriber 
premiums and promotional prizes). We do not sell your information 
to third parties under any circumstances, however the suppliers of 
some of these products and services may retain the information we 
provide for future activities of their own, including direct marketing. 
NICHE MEDIA will also retain your information and use it to inform you 
of other NICHE MEDIA promotions and publications from time to time. 
If you would like to know what information NICHE MEDIA holds about 
you please contact: 

The Privacy Officer, NICHE MEDIA PTY LTD, 170 Dorcas Street. South 
Melbourne. Victoria 3205. 


► 016 AMW June 08 


www.macworld.com.au 
























Divine Design Creative Services (03) 9387-2797 



iMac Intel Core 2 Duo 

20" 2.4GHz 1GB/250GB/SuperDrive 
Flexirent from only $79 p/mth* 


Get a Epson 
Stylus CX5500 
Multifunction 
Printer for 
only $30 with 
any iMac, 
MacBookor 
MacBook Pro 
Purchase! 


MacBook 13" Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.1GHz 1GB/120GB/ComboDrive 
Flexirent from only $74 p/mth* 


20" 2.66GHz 2GB/320GB/SuperDrive 
Flexirent from only $100 p/mth* 


24" 2.8GHz 2GB/320GB/SuperDrive 
Flexirent from only $118 p/mtlr 


24"3.06GHz 2GB/500GB/SuperDrive 
Flexirent from only $147 p/mth* 


MacBook Air 13" 

1.6GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
2GB/80GB 

Flexirent from only $120 p/mtlr 


* Flexirent prices are based on a 36-month commercial rental or consumer lease. Includes GST. 
Subject to credit approval. Payable monthly. Conditions apply. 


Fly anything! Ultimate realism. 
Ultimate versatility. The most 
comprehensive an powerful 
flight simulator available for the 
personal computer. 


LEMREN 


fer expires 31/07/08. Conditions apply, see in-store. 


t Minimum equipment value $1499. Offe 
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Cashback Offers on Epson 
Get up to $100 Cashback on _ 
selected Epson Inkjet and 
Multifunction Printers! _ 


Hot Deals on Epson 

Multifunction 

Printers 

Epson Stylus CX5500 


Selected Epson Perfection Scanners 
BONUS 24 Months Extra Warranty' 


Epson Stylus R290 
Only $109 
after $20 Cashback 


Perfection V500 


Epson Stylus Photo RX610 

Only $194 

after $75 Cashback" 


Epson Stylus 
CX8300 rn 


Epson Stylus Photo RX690 

Only $244 

after $75 Cashback 


Epson Stylus 
CX9300F 


Perfection V700 


Epson Stylus Photo R800 
Only $429 

after $100 Cashback" 


% Streetwise 


Authorised 
Solutions Reseller 


com.au 


STREETWISE SOFTWARE P/L 


Latest Macs I Mac Memory I iPods & Accessories I Free Training I Great Prices 


FLEXIRENT 


Flexirent from Streetwise before 31 July 
and get a FREE Elgato EyeTV HD Digital 
TV Tuner and Logitech Harmony 525 
Advanced Universal Remotet Bmnaaa 


Visa, Ma'sterCaraf Afriex & Diners. No credit card surcharge! 

826 Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn Victoria 


Streetwise and the Streetwise Logo are registered trademarks of Streetwise Software Pty. Ltd. Mac and iPod are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
'Via online redemption. Prices and specifications correct 2/5/08, but may be subject to change without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. 


2.4GHz2GB/160GB/SuperDrive 

Flexirent from only $89 p/mth* 

[$17491 

2.4GHz 2GB/250GB/SuperDrive 

Flexirent from only $105 p/mth* 

l$2049l 

MacBook Pro 15.4" Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.4GHz 2GB/200GB/SuperDrive 

Flexirent from only $132 p/mth* 

l$2629l 

2.5GHz 2GB/250GB/SuperDrive 

Flexirent from only $165 p/mth* 

r$3329l 

MacBook Pro 17" Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.5GHz 2GB / 250GB /SuperDrive RRP $37| 
Flexirent from only $184 p/mth* 

$3719 
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WE'LL ALSO THROW IN: 




iPhoto 


books 


Australia 


EVEN MORE TIPS TO BOOST MAC OS X 10.5! 


APPLE'S 


PAPER-THIN 

PORTABLE 

OFFERING 


IT’$ THAT TIME OF 
THE YEAR AGAIN. 

WHY NOT GIVE YOURSELF 
A TAX BREAKUP™"™" 


SUBSCRIBE IN JUNE AND 
YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE 
FOR A TAX DEDUCTION! 


1 YEAR = 3 BONUS ISSUES 2 YEARS = 1GB USB STICK + 3 BONUS ISSUES! 


YOU WILL ALSO GO INTO THE DRAW TO WIN 
A TASCAM 122L USB AUDIO INTERFACE! 

Record two tracks at a time with zero latency. 
Whether you have a PC or a Mac, your song 
ideas go down in real time, real easy! 




Subscribe now: 


years $129 (save $38) or 1 year $79 


Subscribe online: 

Freecall: 1 


m 


Smartphone makers 
prepare to take on iPhone 


*Promotion available to residents of Australia only. 
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Hotfinks 

www.psystar.com 

Unauthorised clone 



The Clone Wars 

I t’s been ten years since the last official Mac clones 
were manufactured - by companies like Power Com¬ 
puting, Motorola, and Daystar Digital - and in that 
time the Mac has grown from endangered niche to sig¬ 
nificant mainstream market force. It should be no sur¬ 
prise, then, to discover that third-party manufacturers 
are once again interested in a piece of the Mac action. 

In April Psystar, a small company operating out of Mi¬ 
ami, Florida, started advertising what it then called the 
“OpenMac” - a computer built from standard off-the-shelf 
components that happened to be more or less identical to 
the standard components Apple uses to build its comput¬ 
ers. What’s more, Psystar was offering - for a price - to 
install Mac OS X 10.5 on these machines before sale. 

The barriers to doing so are not inconsiderable. Apple 
has modified the firmware of many components of Mac 
computers so that they operate ever so slightly different¬ 
ly to their off-the-shelf equivalents. And it’s built code 
into Mac OS X to stop people installing the software on 
hardware other than that sold by Apple. There is also 
the legal issue: Apple’s End-user Licence Agreement for 
Mac OS X clearly states that it can only be installed on 
“Apple-labelled” hardware. So what Psystar is doing is a 
breach of contract, exposing it to potential litigation. 

Shock and awe. The company was apparently taken 
by surprise when, shortly after it started advertising the 
“OpenMac,” the news hit just about every technology 
web site on the planet. The company’s own web site was 
crippled by the ensuing traffic and several times in the 
next few days it had to be taken offline. 

Then there was the matter of the company’s physical 



[HARDWARE] 

location. One technology blog noted that the address on 
the web site changed almost daily for a week after the 
news went public. 

The company claimed that it was in the process of 
opening up new headquarters, and has subsequently 
settled at one address. However, the impression that it 
was a fly-by-night operation was not helped when, a 
week after it started advertising “OpenMac,” its credit- 
card provider publicly announced it was no longer going 
to provide payment services for Psystar. 

Psystar has since found itself another credit card 
provider. 

The legal issues. Confronted by the overwhelming 
media attention, Psystar talked a big game. It was go¬ 
ing to challenge Apple’s “restrictive” End-User Licence 
Agreement, it said, and fight the “monopolistic” practice 
of dictating what hardware people could use the soft¬ 
ware on. Despite the brave face, though, the company 
did quietly change the name of its product from “Open¬ 
Mac” to “Open Computer”. 

For its part, Apple has been uncharacteristically tight- 
lipped. The often-litigious company has no made any 
on-the-record statement about its position regarding 
Psystar or what action it might take. 

The obvious question to ask is why has Apple 
not reacted? Does it not think its End-User Licence 
Agreement would survive challenge? Is it stand¬ 
ing back from the melee to see how Psystar’s experi¬ 
ment works out, gauging demand for an “open” ver¬ 
sion of Mac OS X? We’ll just have to wait and see. 

— Matthew. JC. Powell 
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Hetjjoks 

www.picnik.com 

pixenate.com 


Web applications making 

Y ou may have heard a lot lately about the benefits 
of using web-based applications instead of tradi¬ 
tional hard-drive-based versions: you don’t have 
to install (and, in many cases, buy) any software, you 
can access the programs from anywhere that you have 
an internet connection and a web browser, you can easily 
collaborate with groups, and more. Yet none of the web- 
based programs has really taken off in the mass market. 

Adobe’s recent entry into the online photography mar¬ 
ket, with Photoshop Express, brings a big-name business 
to the web services market. 

“To some extent, [Photoshop Express] was somewhat 
of a defensive move [for Adobe],” says Jeffrey Ham¬ 
mond, a senior analyst at technology research company 
Forrester Research. “It throws up a barrier that prevents 
Adobe’s market share from eroding.” 

Although Adobe Photoshop certainly won’t see its 
market share eroded to a significant degree by today’s 
online photo services, consumers are undeniably mov¬ 
ing to social networking sites and blogs to share their 
photos. That gives Adobe a chance to extend its brand to 
consumers who are drawn to those types of sites. In fact, 
Photoshop Express already lets users connect to Face- 
book, Photobucket, and Picasa. 

Photography-based web programs such as Picnik 
and Pixenate (see “Hotlinks”) have not rendered their 
desktop rivals obsolete and probably won’t for the 
foreseeable future. 

For Adobe, which offers a wide variety of software, 
having more people using one of its products can be 
a good thing. As a consumer, if your experience with 
a company is positive, you are probably more likely to 
upgrade within that company’s product line (sometimes 
known as a halo effect). 

As such, Gartenberg doesn’t see the move to web pro¬ 
grams as a trend, but more as an example of the “con¬ 
nected and disconnected state of the way we work.” 
In other words, web software is less likely to displace 
standard software than it is to complement it. 

Office software on the web. Besides Adobe, Google 
is probably the best-known company to have gone for 
the web services market in a big way, with its suite of 
Microsoft Office-like applications. 

Google says that it has millions of active users for its 
Google Apps, which consists of Google Docs (a word 
processor, spreadsheet, and presentation package), Gmail, 



Google Calendar, and Google Talk instant messenger. 

Despite Google’s hefty package, Gartenberg says that 
he hasn’t seen Google Docs make a dent in Microsoft 
Office sales. 

Ross Rubin, director of analysis at NPD, points to many 
of the features that make web apps appealing to users. 
The fact that these programs are lightweight and cross¬ 
platform, and offer users the ability to start a document 
in one location and finish it in another without having 
to worry about moving the file between computers, are 
all seen as huge benefits. 

The big drawback to web-based software, however, is 
the web itself — that is, the fact that you need to be on¬ 
line to use it. In an office or home environment, that’s 
probably not a big deal. But if you’re working while on 
the road, for example, the lack of internet connectiv¬ 
ity can be a deal breaker. Google has begun to address 
this issue by adding the ability to view and edit word 
processing documents and to view (but not edit) spread¬ 
sheets offline. 

“Offline access of [hosted] apps is the next step in 
making the web as a whole a lot more reliable,” says 
Ken Norton, Google Docs product manager. 

Google accomplishes offline access with the Gears 
browser plug-in, which can store files and data locally, 
as well as run JavaScript applications without a server 
connection. Work done offline will be automatically 
synchronised with the Google Docs servers when a user 
connects to the internet later. 

Offline access to documents is “one of the big things 
[Google needs] to be competitive in the enterprise,” says 
Rebecca Wettemann, vice president of research at tech¬ 
nology information provider Nucleus Research. 

Whatever the future holds for web programs, there’s 
little worry that companies will stop making desktop 
equivalents any time soon. — Jim Dalrymple 


► 020 AMW June 08 


www.macworld.com.au 




































Hot Mnks 

[INTERNET 

www.ic3.gov/ SECURITY] 

Internet Crime Complaint Center 


Men fall harder for online fraud 


W hen it comes to being taken in by Internet 
fraudsters, it seems that men have a knack 
for losing cash. According to a new report 
from the Internet Crime Complaint Center (IC3) in the 
United States, data compiled from more than 206,000 
complaints received in 2007 shows that men lost $1.67 
to every $1 lost by women in online fraud. 

The IC3 - a joint effort run by the FBI and the Na¬ 
tional White Collar Crime Center — is the clearinghouse 
for online crime complaints in the United States, and 
regulators and law enforcement use its database to get a 
picture of criminal trends and, in some cases, hunt down 
the criminals. The organisation says that buying pat¬ 
terns and human nature play into the findings. 

“Historically men were more apt to purchase large- 
ticket items like electronics ... that could explain a lot 
of it,” says John Kane, the IC3 research manager who 
wrote the report. 


With women now spending more online, the difference 
is also due to the fact that certain types of schemes seem 
to suck men in. “Men tend to fall victim to business in¬ 
vestment schemes and some other schemes that have a 
higher dollar loss,” Kane said. 

Investment fraud complaints, where the average loss 
is more than $3,500, were overwhelmingly submitted by 
men, Kane said. Compare that to something like auction 
fraud, where both men and women are frequently vic¬ 
timised. The average loss there is just over $480. 

Men also tend to be the victims of cheque fraud (aver¬ 
age loss: $3000) and Nigerian letter fraud scams ($2000), 
Kane said. 

Overall, internet crime is netting the bad guys more 
money than ever. Total losses from 2007 complaints 
came to $239 million, up $40 million from 2006. (Lead¬ 
ing the list were the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and Nigeria.) - Robert McMillan 


Hotjjnks 

www.parallels.com 

Now with Vista 

Parallels update adds Vista 
SP1, XP SP3 support 

W indows virtualisation application Parallels 
received an update just before this issue 
went to press, adding some significant new 
features to the Mac program. 

Among the changes is support for Microsoft Windows 
Vista SP1 with Boot Camp and Microsoft Windows XP 
SP3 with the Boot Camp support. Vista SP1 (Service Pack) 
and XP SP3 were recently released updates for Windows. 

In addition to supporting the latest version of Win¬ 
dows, Parallels 3.0.5600 also fixes several issues includ¬ 
ing a problem that caused a kernel panic on the Mac- 
Book Air. Another issue that caused Mac OS X high CPU 
usage and bad responsiveness is also fixed. 

Other improvements include fixes for SmartSelect and 
Shared Folders, which improved transfer speeds. 

Parallels Desktop is available for download from the 
company’s web site or contact local distributor Conexus 
(02 99750700) for your nearest stockist. — Jim Dalrymple 


Hotljnks 

www.nolobe.com/interarchy 

Nolobe releases 
Interarchy 9 

A ustralian developer Nolobe has updated its ven¬ 
erable file-transfer utility Interarchy. Now at 
version 9.0.1, the update adds over 100 features 
to Interarchy’s already impressive feature set. 

Most significant among the new features, according 
to Nolobe CEO Matt Drayton, is the adoption of SSH in 
addition to the existing FTP and SFTP protocols. Ac¬ 
cording to Drayton, SSH offers significant performance 
improvements over FTP - “we’re talking seconds, not 
minutes,” he said. 

Version 9.0.1 is a maintenance release that addresses 
a number of stability and interface issues. Interarchy 9 
costs $US59 (yes, the price is in American dollars even 
though it’s an Aussie company, based in Perth). Regis¬ 
tered users of version 9 can download 9.0.1 free, and us¬ 
ers of version 8.5.4 and above can upgrade for $US29. 

Maybe I’m biased because I like to see an Austra¬ 
lian developer do well, but I reckon it’s worth every 
penny. — M.JC.P 
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Hotfjnks 

www.sony.com.au 

The third place 


Sony’s new beauty 


I f you’ve been fighting off the urge to upgrade your 
video camera, now might be the time to take the 
plunge. With a swag of great HD video cameras on 
the market, and full HD support in Mac OS X including 
the ability to watch your own HD movies on your Apple 
TV, or take them away with you on your iPod or iPhone. 

Sony’s latest HD camcorder is affectionately known 
as the HDR-TG1. It’s a full-featured camcorder than can 
record at 1920x1080 (that’s full HD) video and weighs 
only 280 grams. Just to put that in perspective, that’s 
like the weight of two light mobile phones. 

According to the Sony press release, the HDR-TGl’s 
body is made of “durable titanium” and a “special hard 
coating” that makes the camcorder resistant to scratches, 
not to mention “quite fashionable”. Sony has eschewed 
the use of the old school DV tapes - instead you’ll have 
to re-invest in a library of PRO Duo Mark2 media cards, 
but the camera comes with one 4GB card that will only 
provide 27 minutes of recording in full HD. However, 
if you choose a mode of lesser quality recording time 
dramatically improves. 

Recording is done in the AVCHD format, which means 
that iMovie and Final Cut will both be able to import 


and edit footage from the HDR-TG1 when downloaded 
via the USB 2.0 port. 

The HDR-TG1 introduces the same face-detection tech¬ 
nology found in select Cybershot digital cameras to the 
video range. Face-detection technology will automati¬ 
cally the adjust the camera’s exposure and focus settings 
to optimise the appearance of faces in shot. Interestingly, 
face-detection technology also “allocates more encoding 
bits to a detected face during the encoding process” so 
that people look sharper when recorded. 

For such a small camera the impressive lOx optical zoom 
lens (Carl Zeiss Vario Tessar) and two-megapixel ClearVJD 
CMOS sensor ensure a quality picture with limited noise 
when shooting in low light conditions. The HDR-TG1 re¬ 
cords sound in Dolby Digital 5.1-channel surround and 
includes a built-in zoom microphone to record focused 
audio from the same subject you have zoomed in on. 

Pricing in Australia hasn’t been unveiled yet, but 
American pricing has been set at $US899 - which means 
this great portable HD video camera will probably cost 
more than $1500 here in Australia, and will probably be 
the flagship consumer camera in the Sony lineup. 

— Danny Gorog 


[USERS AND 

Hottonks 

www.taamug.org.au 

www.actapple.org.au 

GROUPS] 

www.macworld.com.au/events 

Thu 5 

Wed 11 


Get the latest info on user group events 

TasMac [TAS] 

groups.yahoo.com/group/tasmug 

South Australian Apple Users’ Club [SA] 

www.saauc.org.au 


MUG activities for June 

Fri 6 

Bellarine Mac User Group [VIC] 


Compiled by Nicholas Pyers 

South Australian Apple Users’ Club [SA] 

www.saauc.org.au 

www.bellarinemac.org.au 

Club Mac [NSW] 


Mon 2 

Sat 7 

www.clubmac.org.au 


Gold Coast Macintosh User Group [QLD] 

AMUG Sydney [NSW] 

AUSOM Retirees & Others [VIC] 


www.goldcoastmacusers.org.au 

homepage.mac.com/sydamug 

www.ausom.net.au/retirees.html 


AMUG Sydney [NSW] 

Sun 8 

Coffs Harbour Mac User Group [NSW] 


homepage.mac.com/sydamug 

Gold Coast Apple Users Group [QLD] 

groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_us- 


Tue 3 

goin.to/gcusers 

ers 


MacTalk Hunter [NSW] 

Mon 9 

Thu 12 


www.mactalkhunter.org.au 

Macintosh Users Group Sunshine Coast 

Melbourne Cocoaheads [VIC] 


North Queensland Macintosh Users 

Inc [QLD] 

www.melbournecocoaheads.com 


[QLD] 

www.mugsunco.org.au 

Sat 14 


www.nqmug.org 

Tue 10 

North Queensland Macintosh Users 


Wed 4 

Macintosh Multimedia Group [VIC] 

[QLD] 


Club Mac [NSW] 

www.ausom.net.au/multimedia.html 

www.nqmug.org 


www.clubmac.org.au 

www.imug.com.au 

Mon 16 


Toowoomba Apple & Mac US [QLD] 

ACT Apple USer Group [ACT] 

Byron Shire Macintosh Users [NSW] 
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Holgnks [BRIEFS] 

code.google.com/p/surveillancesaver/ 

Look around the world 



Surveillance saver 

S o it turns out that there are a bunch of top-of-the- 
line web-enabled surveillance cameras out there 
from Axis that aren’t password-protected by de¬ 
fault. And someone had the brilliant idea to write a screen 
saver that uses Google to search for these cameras, and 
then connect to them in a random order, showing you 
strange slivers of live video from around the world. Using 
the free SurveillanceSaver, you can see the sleepy patrons 
of an all-night internet cafe in Moscow, or watch some 
poor sucker shovelling snow in Utah. — Jason Snell 



www.ozshop.net/bsmug 

Sun 22 

Apple-Q [QLD] 
www.apple-q.org.au 
Tue 24 
iMug [VIC] 
www.imug.com.au 
Thu 26 

Central Victorian Macintosh Users [VIC] 
www.cvmu.net 

Sat 28 

Geraldton Macintosh User Group [WA] 
www.gmug.org.au 

Sun 29 

Apple-Q [QLD] 
www.apple-q.org.au 

Sun 30 

North Queensland Macintosh Users 
[QLD] 

www.nqmug.org 

Alice Springs Apple User Group [NT] 
www.bizcom.com.au 



AND MORE!! 

email: sales@zytech.com.au 
Ph: (08) 9721 1125 Fx: (08) 9721 1126 
See us now at www.zytech.com.au 
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[MOBILITY] 


HgtJJnks 

www.windowsmobile.com 

Micorosft’s home for Windows Mobile 

forum.xda-deveiopers.com 

A developer community creating Windows Mobile upgrades for the adventurous 


Windows Mobile 6 — and 



The future. Leaked screenshots from Windows Mobile 7 show the 
iPhone’s influence. 

A lthough Windows Mobile isn’t the market-lead¬ 
ing mobile OS (that prize belongs to Symbian 
with a whopping two-thirds of the smartphone 
market) Microsoft is looking both to protect its market 
share from the threat of the iPhone, and to build it fur¬ 
ther. As a result, we’ve recently seen the release of Win¬ 
dows Mobile 6.1, a significant update on version 6. De¬ 
spite only getting a point-release update, it does deliver 
some long awaited enhancements 
One of the features I’ve really liked in other mobile 
operating systems has been the ability to thread SMS 
messages as a conversation. In the past, messages ap¬ 
peared in the order received, like e-mail. Threading them 
arranges messages, making it easier to follow an idea as 
it’s exchanged between parties. 

Internet Explorer gets a much-needed boost in WM 6.1 
with the ability to zoom in and out of web pages finally 
added. It’s sad that it took the popularity of the iPhone 
to deliver a function that Microsoft should have added 
ages ago to aid usability. 

The Windows Mobile home screen gets a makeover. In 
the past, modules such as the calendar, task list and oth¬ 
er applets were arranged vertically. If you had a number 
of them in use, you needed to scroll down the list. With 
Windows Mobile 6.1, home screen modules are arranged 
into tiles that you can scroll through horizontally. The 
net result is that screen real estate - a valuable com¬ 
modity on mobile devices — is better utilised. 

Windows Mobile 7. We can already see the banners 
at next years Macworld Expo or WWDC: “Redmond, 
your photocopiers work just fine”. Version 7 of Windows 
Mobile sees the first major change in the user interface 


beyond 

since its initial release in April 2000 (back then it was 
called Pocket PC 2000). The new interface, seen through 
images that were leaked earlier this year, show a dramat¬ 
ic change. Gone are the subtle blues that have adorned 
Windows Mobile for the last eight years, replaced with a 
darker look and feel. 

While details are sketchy, leaked material suggests that 
Windows Mobile 7 will deliver a form of multi-touch 
— the use of gestures such dragging a finger across the 
screen or pinching — for interacting with on-screen ele¬ 
ments. Back in early 2007, when we all thought that the 
iPhone would revolutionise the way we interact with our 
gadgets we were right. Multi-touch like interfaces will 
find their way into our handhelds for years to come. 

The vertical scrolling of tiled home screen applets that 
appeared in Windows Mobile 6.1 sees its use signifi¬ 
cantly expanded in Windows Mobile 7. By dragging a 
finger across the screen you’ll be able to scroll across 
between programs, messaging, media and settings with¬ 
out having to navigate Microsoft’s infamous Start menu. 
Taking it further, images from patent applications made 
by Microsoft show a screen that looks a lot like Apple’s 
Cover Flow. 

Windows Mobile 7 may see the death of the stylus. 
The iconography and screen layouts we’ve seen suggest 
that there will be little call for a pointy plastic stick as 
everything looks to be fingertip-sized. The challenge will 
be for manufacturers to design new hardware that can 
take advantage of the software. In our view a Windows 
Mobile 7 device that’s less than 20mm thick including 
a slide-out keyboard could give the current iPhone a 
run for its money. Although, by the scheduled release 
time in the second half of 2009, the iPhone could well 
be at version 3 and have streaked further ahead in its 
development. 

And the winner is... Will Windows Mobile be able 
to build on its current 12 percent marketshare and chip 
away at Symbian’s lead while fighting off the iPhone’s 
challenge? Time will tell. Microsoft’s in the unusual po¬ 
sition of being in a market where it’s not the dominant 
player and someone else is fighting to take that mantle. 
It certainly has the resources to compete but whether it’s 
able to convert those resources from potential to deliv¬ 
ery will tell the tale. — Anthony Caruana 
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PROAVIO EB8 -MS 

A new breed of storage for the HD Studio 

• 8 disk 3Gb SAS/SATA video array with x4 
SFF8088 MiniSAS interface ports 

• Removable disk drives 

• Hot-swappable cooling fan module with 
Zero-noise technology 

• JBOD design to support a wide variety of 
SATA / SAS RAID controllers. 

• Supports 8-bit, 10-bit and 2K media 
resolutions 

• Up to 8.0TB *in RAID-0 configuration 





ACARD ANS9050E 

Store your business or media creation data in 
something tough, fast and quiet! 

The Acard ANS-9050E can reach up to speeds of 
140MB/sec with RAID protection! 

• High-speed eSATA5 Bay RAID 

• RAID 0/1/5 with hot spare function 

• Supports S.M.A.R.T 

• Driverless, 100% hardware RAID 

• Hot swappable disks 



Exclusively distributed by Silicon Memory Technologies Pty Ltd. 

For more detailed information and where to buy this product, please visit www.siliconmemory.com.au 


ilicon Memory Technologies 

t| (02) 9417 7822 f| (02) 9417 7844 

Unit 9, 28 Smith Street Chatswood NSW 2067 



Q www.siliconmemory.com.au 


All trademarks, brand names and product names areproperty of the respective owners. E. & O. E. 
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[OFF THE NET] 


Hoyjnks 

homepage.mac.com/sydamug/ 

www.ausom.net.au/disc-of-month.html 

www.beaut.org.au/tips.html 

www.cvmu.net/ 

www.gmug.org.au/ 

goin.to/gcusers 

mactalkhunter.org.au/ 

www.taamug.org.au 

Participating MUGs where you can obtain the Disc 

www.ausmac.net 

Or download the files individually 

Turn your old — 
or not so old — 

Mac in to a MacServer. 

Y ou don’t need a Xserve nor Mac OS X Server — your 
Macintosh can easily become: a video security 
system; a home automation server; a telephone 
answering machine; a complete BBS messaging system; a 
web, ftp, proxy and e-mail server; a streaming media server. 
This month’s selection of utilities lets you do all that. 

Abyss Web Server enables you to host your web sites on 
your computer. 

ASAPH is a micro-blogging system, focusing on collecting 
links and images from other pages. 

Chyrp is a blogging engine designed to be very lightweight 
while retaining functionality. 

Dynamic DNS (DDNS) allows you to create a hostname 
that points to your dynamic IP or static IP address or URL. 
EIMS. Eudora Internet Mail Server — the popular 
internet mail server for Macintosh. 

Kerio WebSTAR is a web server for Mac OS X that helps 
small companies run internet and intranet web sites. 

MAMP stands for: Macintosh, Apache, Mysql and PHP 
NotMac. allows users to replicate .Mac services locally on 
their own machine, or server. 

Papaya is a web server for Mac OS X dedicated to sharing 
your files with others. 

Pure-FTPd is a free (BSD), secure, production-quality and 
standard-compliant FTP server. 

SquidMan is a MacOS X graphical installer and manager 
for the Squid proxy cache. 

Secure Shell helper alleviates the need to use the com¬ 
mand line to configure a working OpenSSH system. 
WaterRoof is an IPFW firewall front end for Mac OS X with 
a easy interface and many options. 

Asterisk is the world’s leading open source PBXi, tele¬ 
phony engine, and telephony applications toolkit. 
PageSender, lets you fax or e-mail anything you can print. 
Use the built-in PageSender Fax Center to manage and 
automate your fax activities. 


Ovolab Phlink is a voicemail system that plays a greeting 
and records voicemail messages. 

PhoneValet Home Edition is an intelligent telephone 
assistant that incorporates all of the features a busy family 
could want to organise their calls! 

The Allegro Media Server streams digital music from 
iTunes libraries to networked digital music players. 
KavaTunes creates interactive web sites that look and 
work just like iTunes. 

Nicecast can help you create your own internet radio sta¬ 
tion or allow you to listen to your iTunes Music Library from 
anywhere in the world! 

On Air is a virtual radio studio (or DJ mixer) for your Ma¬ 
cintosh! 

FirstClass Collaboration Suite is a fully integrated suite 
of applications designed to enhance communication, col¬ 
laboration, and knowledge sharing within education and 
corporate environments. 

Openfire (formerly Wildfire) is a real time collaboration 
(RTC) server. 

Spark is an Instant Message client and when combined 
with the Openfire server, Spark is the easiest and best alter¬ 
native to using non-secure public IM networks. 

Wired Server contains everything you need to easily set 
up your own server. 

EvoCam lets you publish a webcam with streaming video 
or use it as part of your home security system. 

Indigo is an intelligent home control server that integrates 
an assortment of home control hardware modules to pro¬ 
vide unprecedented control of your home. 

KeyCamX is a simple and effective home video surveil¬ 
lance and webcam software. 

Lithium Core is the front-and-centre application for moni¬ 
toring all aspects of your network. 

Chicken of the VNC allows you to interact with a remote 
computer as though it’s right next to you. 

Fseventer observes filesystem changes using the same 
underlying API as Spotlight to provides a graphical repre¬ 
sentation of the file activity. 

HamachiX allows you to create virtual private networks 
between many clients through firewalls. 

Vine Server is VNC software that you can run on any com¬ 
puter that you want to be able to access remotely. 

The applications supplied on the AMW Disc of the Month 
or via download from Ausmac are supplied as is and we 
make no representations regarding the applications or any 
information related thereto. Any questions, complaints or 
claims regarding the applications must be directed to the 
appropriate software vendor. 

Various different license types apply. Some titles require 
further payment direct to the application publisher to enable 
the full feature sets and functions. Some functions require 
additional hardware and/or software. ^ 
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protecting your digital cargo 



stmbags.com.au 


STM specialises in stylish and chic laptop bags that focus on fashion, function and versatility. To see our complete range, visit our website - www.stmbags.com.au 
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HotMnks 

www.linnetfoto.com 

Check out Daniel Linnet’s work 

www.spw.net.au 

Sydney Photographic Workshops 


Daniel Linnet: photographer 



D aniel Linnet began his pro life shooting prod¬ 
ucts and lifestyle interiors; his current bent is 
people photography and particularly environ¬ 
mental portraiture. 

Self-taught and inspired by the masters - such as 
Richard Avedon, Salgado, David Bailey and Cartier- 
Bresson - he began with life drawing classes at an art 
school, where he “learnt to appreciate the human form 
and the emotion you can evoke from a page.” He started 
taking photos for reference and became “hooked by the 
immediacy of photography.” 

While running a studio in an inner Sydney suburb he 
hasn’t actually shot there in months. Most of his jobs are 
location-based. 

His Canon EOS-IDs Mark II, with 16.7MB capture, can 
(he feels) handle any sort of work. However, he feels 
medium-format backs can provide a little more detail in 
images, “but at this stage I can’t justify the price jump 
...” An answer for Daniel may be the new Canon IDs 
Mark III, with 21-megapixel capture. 

His personal work is very much people-driven: “I try 
and capture my subjects in their environment ... I am 
inspired a lot by movies and cinema.” This immediacy 
has possibly led to a fondness for shooting large format 
Polaroid: “I still occasionally pull out the camera, dust 
off the cobwebs and shoot a few frames!” 

Does digital capture still have any problems at all? 

“I’ve managed to be able to adapt it to pretty much 
anything I need, although a few wedding photographers 
insist the dynamic range of digital does not match that 
of film, especially those guys that are shooting a lot of 
backlit stuff. But generally, while I’ve experienced that 
a few times, I’ve been able to work around it and have 
never seen it as a major problem.” 

In his workflow he admits he has more control of an 
image in software than he had with film. Digital allows 
him to “build a shot, on location.” 

He enjoys the instant feedback, so he can see what 
adjustments he needs to make to composition or lighting 
and how to work the subjects a little bit better to achieve 
the result he aims for. 

So it’s a bit like a large Polaroid then? “That was one of 

things that attracted me to photography in the first place, 
then to the Polaroid, and then the natural progression to 


the digital. Because I’m impatient. I need instant results.” 
Despite having just switched the whole studio over to 
Macs, he confesses “there is still one PC sitting in a cor¬ 
ner gathering dust, for various bits and pieces”, but he 
finds the whole Mac platform is far more conducive to 
the creative process. 

The main retouching computer is a Mac Pro, with big 
workstations. A 20-inch iMac is used in the studio, along 
with a MacBook Pro laptop to shoot tethered on loca¬ 
tion, using the Auto Import feature of Adobe Photoshop 
Lightroom. Once the files are delivered via FireWire to 
the desktop, Lightroom embeds all the job metadata and 
even applies an initial treatment to the image, so that the 
client instantly sees the direction of his vision. 

If he’s shooting direct to memoiy card, it usually means 
the shoot is a much faster-paced one. During this, read 
and write speeds are equally important, as he would be 
downloading to the Mac on the fly. In his working style 
he avoids the need for multi-layered images so he finds 
that 4GB of RAM is more than enough. 

Daniel’s wife Wendy has “a little iMac as well.” All the 
Macs “talk to each other and none of them ever cause 
any problem - it’s like having a good set of kids!” 

For printing, he uses a wide format, pigmented ink 
Epson Pro 4800, which has delivered a substantial eco¬ 
nomic benefit: “Previously my lab bills were three, four 
thousand dollars a month. Now I pretty much handle 
everything in house.” In downtimes, it also gives him 
a second income stream because he charges for all the 
post-production work he performs on the images and 
makes client proofs. Recent awards include the Canon/ 
AIPP National Portrait-Environment awards; he was a 
winner of the 2007 AIPP Open award; his work has also 
just been accepted into the international Photo District 
News (PDN) 2008 Photo Annual. 

What’s your ambition? “Eventually, I’d like to live a 
fairly quiet life and just work on personal work, travel 
around. I never got into photography for the money side 
of things ... I find it food for the soul.” 

Daniel and Wendy operate Sydney Photographic Work¬ 
shops (see “Hotlinks”), now in its fourth year. They recent¬ 
ly took ten students on an Alice Springs desert adventure 
“where we photographed and lived in the bush for nine 
days.” For the whole trip they relied on the MacBook Pro 
and Lexar 300x CF cards and readers. ^ 
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Drive Station 


MiniStation” 


- Desktop Storage 

- Data transfer rates up to 37% faster* 

- Capacities up to 1 TB 

- Heat-sink chassis 

- Windows and Mac compatible 
*than a 7200rpm PATA hard drive 


- Compact Portable Storage 

- Data transfer rates up to 64% faster** 

- Capacities up to 400 GB 

- Shock absorbent chassis 

- Windows and Mac compatible 

**than a 4200rpm hard drive 


BUFFALO 


Distributed 

by 


Umden 


www.buff alo-asia.com 


harristechnology 


© Buffalo Inc. 2008. BUFFALO logo. DriveStation, MiniStation, TurboUSB are either trademarks or registered trademarks of Melco Holdings Inc. or Buffalo Inc. The names and logos of other companies 
mentioned herein belong to their respective owners. Buffalo Inc. and Uniden Australia Pty. Ltd. have formed a strategic alliance. 
























Getting connected with your Mac 


Dan Warne 

remains passionate 
about the state of 
broadband in 
Australia. 


You've got mail — the wrong type 


Holjjnks 

www.google.com/corporate 

Contact Google 

www.paypal-media.com/aboutus.cfm 

Contact PayPal 


B eing a renter, I seem to move 
house every 18 months for one 
reason or another, and I’ve got 
so sick of notifying various compa¬ 
nies of my change of address that I 
recently made the decision to switch 
from having my mail delivered to my 
house to renting a PO Box close to 
work instead. 

Now that I have to expend some 
effort to get my mail each lunchtime, 
I’ve suddenly become acutely aware 
that very, very little of the mail I get 
is interesting, personal mail. 

Instead, it’s mostly bills and official 
correspondence. 

Every time I check my account 
transactions on internet banking, the 
bank logs that and prints it out on my 
paper account statement. My mobile 
telco logs every single kilobyte of 
GPRS data used and lists that on my 
bill as well, resulting in a ludicrously 
fat stack of pages every month. 

It has set me thinking about the 
number of trees that are being sawn 
down and pulped just so that my bank 
can tell me every time I accessed my 
internet banking. But more than that, 
receiving bills creates work for me, 
even though they’re on auto-pay di¬ 
rect debit. I have to file them at home 
and tally up the totals when it comes 
to tax time. 

If it weren’t for the bills, I could just 
check my PO Box once a week and 
pick up the magazine subscriptions 
and occasional personal cards from 
friends and family (though even 
they are fewer and further between 
these days, with the ubiquity of SMS 
and e-mail.) 

It seems to me that billing is ripe 
for the same revolution that e-mail 
brought to business correspondence 
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— remember the days when a middle 
manager would dictate inter-office 
correspondence into a tape recorder, 
a secretary would type it up onto a 
formal-looking Memorandum and 
send it by post to the branch office? 
Thank goodness those days are long 
over — so why is it we still all think it’s 
perfectly normal to receive wads of 
bills every month? 

Well, there are, of course, a few 
legitimate reasons — and they largely 
revolve around people’s inherent 
lack of confidence in electronic bits 
and bytes when it comes to impor¬ 
tant financial information. One of the 
key issues here is the Australian Tax 
Office’s requirement that you keep 
receipts and invoices for seven years 
after filing your tax return 

Of course, most companies offer 
an electronic billing option. Trouble 
is it’s either ISP-style “we’ll bill your 
credit card for whatever we like each 
month, and you don’t get an invoice 
unless you ask”, or it’s a specific 
web site that you have to log into to 
view your bills. If you cease to be a 
customer of the company, you cease 
to get access to the web site — great 
customer loyalty feature, that. 

There has been some encouraging 
progress on this front though; BPAY 
now offers a service called “BPAY 
View” through banks which allows you 
to receive your bills via your internet 


banking (you get an e-mail when a 
new one arrives) and then, of course, 
it’s a very simple matter to pay the 
bill by BPAY with a few clicks of the 
mouse. 

BPAY says the minimum time a 
bank will keep the bill online is until it 
is paid, but generally it will be longer, 
“up to a maximum of 18 months”, 
after which time your bill will be de¬ 
leted. And, if you change banks, your 
bills don’t get transferred over to the 
new bank either — much like when 
you change e-mail accounts. 

So, although BPAY View helps with 
cutting out the Australia Post part of 
billing, it doesn’t help with the seven- 
year preservation requirement by the 
Tax Office, or the sorting and filing 
of your bills — you will still have to 
save each bill to disk and keep it on 
your own file system. That’s possibly 
easier than stuffing wads of paper 
into plastic pockets or filing cabinet 
folders, but it still involves a fair bit of 
manual work. 

It seems to me that a company like 
Google or PayPal could significantly 
improve everyone’s lives by supple¬ 
menting existing secure payment 
systems with a secure invoicing 
service that could accept bills from 
utilities in their standard layout and 
format (perhaps a PDF format with 
metadata), keep them online for 
seven years (Gmail style) and assist 
people with tallying up totals for each 
vendor and category of service — in 
a format that would be downloadable 
and compatible with major accounting 
programs. 

Is it really too much to ask in this 
era of electronic-everything that we 
cut out the ridiculous log-jam of paper 
bills, leaving postal mail for what it 
should be used for — personal cards, 
magazine subscriptions and the oc¬ 
casional delivery from Amazon, Apple 
or eBay? ^ 
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INTRODUCINGTHE NEW \ 

ADVC HD 50 Thomson . 



High Definition Digital Video Conversion 

Our ADVC® HD family supports virtually any high-definition (HD), 
video conversion need. Standalone or connected to a computer, 
all ADVC HD products feature sturdy construction and broad 
compatibility with most video equipment. 



THOMSON 


Features of the ADVC HD50 include: 

• Capture/Edit with any HDV compatible video editing software 

• Powered by FireWire bus on Desktop or Notebook computers 

• No need to install drivers or any additional software applications 

• Supports 1080i and 720p HD formats 

• Windows® and Mac OS® compatible 




MOmi HDMI IN p, HOV OUT OC-IN SV 



The ADVC HD50 is ideal for: 

• Capturing video from HDMI-equipped camcorders 

• Video capture from DVI sources (such as PC graphics) 

• Recording gaming sources 

Other products in the ADVC Family include: 

ADVC55*, ADVC110*, ADVC300*, ADVC700*, ADVC1000*, 
ADVC3000*, ADVCHDM1, ADVCHDSC1,TwinPact100* 


Distributed by 

Playback Systems 


03 9885 5888 
sales@playback.com.au 
































Apple 


MacPro Workstation 

Awesome machines 

• 2.8GHz - 4 Core 2G/320G/SD @ $3250 
•2.8GHz-8 Core 2G/320G/SD @ $3950 
•3.0GHz-8 Core 2G/320G/SD @ $4995 
•3.2GHz-8 Core 2G/320G/SD @ $6095 

• 20" LCD @ $895, 23" @ $1350, 30" @ $2695 



Canon 

iPF 5000 

7 7" Wide Format Printer 

• 12 colour pigment inks 

• Borderless photographic output 

• Print on various media 

• Fast network printing 

• BONUS Stand & roll unit while stocks last! 


Awesome New Model 
From 


$1495 



Apple 

MacBook 



New Faster Models 

• From Intel Core 2 Duo 2.1 GHz 

• 13"2.1GHz-1G/120G/CD $1495 

• 13" 2.4GHz-2G/160G/SD $1795 

• 13" 2.4GHz-2G/250G/SD $2095 

• MS Office 08 UPG @ $399 




Adobe 


CS3 Design Suites 

Collections for Mac & Win 

• CS3 Design Premium Full Box @ $2640 

• UPG from prevCS@ $950 Upsell @ $2275 

• CS3 Design Standard Full Box @ $1895 

• UPG from prevCS@ $670 Upsell @$1395 



Apple - 1 - 

MacBook Pro 

New Faster Models 



• 15" 2.4GHz - 2G/200G/SD @ $2695 

• 15" 2.5GHz - 2G/250G/SD @ $3395 

• 17" 2.5GHz - 2G/250G/SD @ $3795 

• 17" 2.6GHz - 2G/250G/SD @ $4095 



Drawing Tablets 

Its like pen on paper digital /> 


•Intuos 6x8" @$495 
• Intuos 6x11" @$570 
•Intuos 9x12" @$650 


• Bamboo 6x9 @ $29 

• Cintiq 12" @$169 
•Cintiq21" @$299 



Colour Laser Printers 


Fast reliable Mac & Win 


High Quality Output | 

$2595 

Free Stand & Roll Unit* 




Canon 

iPF500 

7 7" Wide Format Printer 


om 

$159 
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Lacie 

Storage Drives 

Fast portable storage 


Cl 110 A4 Colour 

• 9600x600dpi 

• 12ppm colour 

• Ethernet, Postscript 

@$595 


C3055DX A3 Colour 

• 9600x600dpi 

• 8ppm colour, Duplex 

• Ethernet, Postscript 

@ $2495 


• 5 colour reactive inks 

• Borderless poster printing 

• Prints on various media 

• Fast network printing 

• BONUS Stand & roll unit while stocks last! 


USB2.0 Drives 

• 320G @$159 

• 500G @$195 

• 1000G @$469 
2yr warranty 


USB2, FW4/800 Drive 

• 500G @ $279 

• 1000G @$495 

•2000G @ $950 

3 yr warranty 


_ 15 Years in Business - we are the people you can trust _ 

For all enquiries & sales call us on (02) 9280-2333 
powermedia.com.au sales@powermedia.com.au 



We reserve the right to change incorrect prices/ specifications resulting from printing or typographical errors. 
All prices quoted are dealer inc GST. * Prices are while stocks last. Ring to claim your bonus offer on purchase. 
Address: 91 Reservoir st, Surry Hills, NSW, 2010, Fax:02 9280-4777 
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David Holloway 
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www.apple.com/au/logicstudio/logicpro/ 

Logic Pro and Logic Express 

www.motu.com/ 

Digital Performer and 828mk3 audio interface 

www.digidesign.com 

Pro Tools LE and Pro Tools HD 

www.ableton.com 

Live and Live LE 

www.steinberg.net 

Cubase/Cubase Studio/Cubase Essentials/Nuendo 

www.apogeedigital.com 

Duet audio interface 


The studio version 


T he Mac is now more capable than it’s ever been of 
studio-quality recording, provided you pair it with 
the right tools. Deciding which are the right tools 
for the work you want to do, though, can be tricky. 

The whole kit and kaboodle. a Digital Audio 

Workstation (DAW) is any suite of equipment that en¬ 
ables you to record, enhance and mix multiple tracks 
of digital audio. It doesn’t have to involve a computer 
but for the sake of this discussion we’re talking about 
your Mac and its recording capabilities. OS X’s Core- 
Audio functionality is one of the reasons the Mac has 
maintained its dominant place amongst recording 
professionals and it’s something you can take advantage 
of as well. 


One of the biggest advantages of modern DAWs is you 
can keep the whole recording process within your Mac 
if you choose. If you only used loops you could actually 
create a piece without needing to connect any other de¬ 
vice. The reality is that most of us like to be a little more 
hands on than that, which means you’ll need: 

Audio interface. You can purchase FireWire or USB 
versions of these. I have a bias toward FireWire but 
I’m not convinced there’s a big advantage either way. 
Pro Tools forces you into buying particular interfaces, 
whereas most others don’t care as long as it’s recognised 
by CoreAudio. 

The money you spend on the interface will depend 
on the complexity of audio recording you want to do. 
If you’re only ever going to record one track 
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at a time, then the lower-end inter¬ 
faces will do nicely. If you intend on 
recording a band or other ensemble 
you’ll need multiple simultaneous 
inputs and therefore a more 
expensive product. Even then, 
you’ll get some change out 
of two thousand dollars. 
Two examples: the 
Apogee Duet ($749) is 
a striking two-channel 
audio interface 

that’s perfect for mobile 
recording and it will work with 
any CoreAudio compliant application. Con¬ 
tact Sound Devices on (02) 9283 1337 for more info. 
The Mark of the Unicorn (MOTU) 828mk3 ($1399) 
gives you 28 separate inputs and 30 separate out¬ 
puts, including dedicated main outs on XLRs and 
two front panel headphone outs. If that sounds 
like what you need, contact Major Music on 


300 306670. 


MIDI interface. Pretty much every audio interface 
has a MIDI input and output so there’s no need to 
buy a dedicated MIDI interface unless you’re going to be 
using large amounts of MIDI gear or don’t intend 
on ever recording audio and therefore don’t want to 
but an audio interface. M-Audio’s Midisport 4x4 ($265) 
coversthebaseswithfourMIDIinputsandoutputs—contact 
M-Audio Australia on 1300 734 454 if you want one. 



Mixer and effects. The days of needing a separate mixer 
and outboard effects units as a home-based studio are 
pretty much gone. You can buy digital mixers or good 
analogue mixers that connect to your Mac via your au¬ 


dio interface, but unless you’re going to be doing regular, 
paid recording work the cost of purchase is prohibitive. 
The mixing options and effects within the DAW itself are 
more than sufficient. I wouldn’t have said that five years 
ago, but the evolution of software-based effects has im¬ 
proved to the extent it’s totally achievable now. 

A Mac. It’s natural to assume your Mac will need to 
have some serious grunt and to some extent this is true. 
That said, the current versions of the DAWs listed here 
still support late-model PowerPCs and I’ve run them all 
happily on a G5 Mac. I currently use Logic Pro and Pro 
Tools on an Intel iMac and they perform beautifully. Yes, 
a Mac Pro would be ideal but unless you’re going to be 
running sessions with numerous plugins per track, your 
standard iMac or MacBook will do fine. 

Going with the flow. Before you start shopping 
around, you should take some time to look at your 
own work preferences. The DAW that’s perfect for you 
basically comes down to the way you work with the 
application in question. If you’re a linear person who 
likes grids, then some applications will appeal to you 
a lot more than others. Likewise, if you like working in 
a manner similar to analogue days (think reel-to-reel 
tape and splicing together takes), then the virtual mixing 
desk approach may be more your thing. There are some 
specific questions that a worth asking before you start 
the process of choosing your DAW: 

What sort of applications am I most productive with? 
Do you prefer work-focused apps like spreadsheets, or 
visually interactive ones like iPhoto? The way you like 
interacting with non-music applications is likely to 
translate to your DAW of choice. 

Am I into spontaneity or preparation? Most people 
will use both approaches to some extent but we all have 
a preference. If you like the “audio doodling” approach 
then what you’re looking for in a DAW is very different 
to the person who perceives their audio workspace a 
little like a carpenter sees their workbench. 

What will I be recording? Whether you’re like me and 
do most of your work via MIDI keyboard or you’re a 
bassoon player with a penchant for composing cantatas, 
you’ll have specific requirements that will narrow down 
your choice of DAW. 
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The roundup. 

We had a look at a range of the major players in digi¬ 
tal audio workstations to get and idea of the strengths 
and weaknesses of each. 

Apple. The traditional wisdom is that if Apple 
makes the software then its compatibility with the 
Mac is assured. Nothing’s that certain in music soft¬ 
ware but it’s fair to say that Apple does have a stable 
product suite with Logic. 

Logic Express 8 is the entry-level option and it’s a 
comprehensive option to boot - if you check the tech¬ 
nical specs for Logic Express versus its big brother, 
it’s difficult to determine the real differences at first 
glimpse. Logic Pro has a few more effects and virtual 
instruments plus support for TDM plugins and higher- 
end control surfaces - not a lot to differentiate it. 
This is possibly why Logic Pro can now be only pur¬ 
chased as part of Logic Studio, which bundles Sound¬ 
track Pro 2, MainStage and the abovementioned extra 
sounds and effects. 

Apple’s key selling point promotes the “Next Gen¬ 
eration Interface” which is essentially a one-window 
approach that’ll be familiar to GarageBand users. The 
tight integration with Apple Loops and CoreAudio is 
a major plus. 

Although there is continuity in workflow from 
GarageBand, both Logic Express and Logic Pro are 
much more complex beasts and you’ll have a learn¬ 
ing curve with both. Luckily, the supplied manual is 
comprehensive and easy to read. Both options come 
with extensive loops and virtual instruments. As far 
as workflow goes, the one-window approach means 
you have a traditional arrangement window with 
mixing console and the ability to select deeper fea¬ 
tures from a range of buttons and drop-downs (hence 
the learning curve). 


Prices: Logic Express 8 $268; Logic Studio $649 
Distributor: Apple Australia 133 622 

Demo version available for download: No 


Steinberg. Steinberg is true DAW veteran and now 
offers three variations of Cubase and the high-end Nu- 
endo. There are some similarities to the Pro Tools suite 
in that the plugin standard (VST) is proprietary and the 
workflow is also very similar. 

Cubase Essentials 4 is the entry-level offering and 
would sit somewhere between GarageBand and Logic 
Express in terms of features. In other words, it’s a solid 
DAW for a beginner who wants to get into MIDI editing 
and software synths without breaking the bank. The 


next step up is Cubase Studio 4, which is also aimed at 
project studio but it packs a lot more in regards to 
plugins and editing features. Cubase 4 is the flag¬ 
ship for home users with even more editing options, 
5.1 Surround support, music notation and even more 
virtual instruments and effects. Nuendo is the flag¬ 
ship, albeit with more of an audio post production 
focus, which means audio fidelity and fine audio 
editing options are the order of the day. It’s hard to 
get away from Pro Tools comparisons with Nuendo 
though its advantage is wider hardware support than 
its older competitor. 


Prices: Cubase 4 $1249; Cubase Studio 4 $649; 
Cubase Essentials 4 $249; Nuendo 4 $2799. 
Distributor: Musiclink Australia 03 9765 6565 

Demo version available for download: No 


Ableton. Although Live is a relative newcomer, its 
impact has been in the interface it offers. Unlike all of 
the other DAWs, Live puts its Session interface forward 
as the primaiy way of working, with the more tradi¬ 
tional linear arrangement a secondary option. 

Breaking the linear mould opens up some different 
ways of creating music - the other applications do 
replicate this to some extent but none do so as intui¬ 
tively as Live. 

Live 7 and Live LE 7 (coming soon) both have the 
same interface. The LE version doesn’t have Track 
Freezing, plug-in delay compensation, MIDI output to 
hardware synths and ReWire support, plus it’s limited 
to 64 audio tracks, two mono audio inputs and four 
outputs, a maximum of eight Ableton instruments 
and twelve audio effects per project. Ableton Suite 
is Live 7 plus a range of eight software synths, loops 
and virtual instruments. Ableton has been canny in 
offering a demo version for download so users can 
determine if they like the different work flow before 
committing to buying. 


Prices: Ableton Live 7 $799; Ableton Live LE 7 

$249; Ableton Suite $1199 

Distributor: Musiclink Australia 03 9765 6565 

Demo version available for download: Yes 


Digidesign. Pro Tools is a different beast to other 
DAWs in that it requires purchase of Digidesign’s propri¬ 
etary hardware or selected M-Audio hardware. This is a 
double-edged sword - the integration between the Pro 
Tools software and hardware is excellent but, aside from 
some of the M-Audio interfaces, that hardware won’t 
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work with other DAWs. The software itself consists of 
two options: Pro Tools LE and Pro Tools HD. The key 
differences between the LE and HD are the number of si¬ 
multaneous tracks that can be recorded and the number 
of real-time plugins and effects that can be used. Unless 
you need to record 192 tracks of audio simultaneously 
you won’t need the HD3 system. For nearly everyone 
working from home on their Mac, an LE system gives 
you plenty of grunt. 

The software itself is heavy on features. Pro Tools has 
been heavily criticised over the years for its poor MIDI 
capabilities - to some extent that criticism is unfair 
now as the MIDI tools have been improved significant¬ 
ly over the last couple of years, but the other DAWs 
arguably still hold a lead. 

What Pro Tools has perfected is its audio editing. The 
arrangement window in Pro Tools is the one competi¬ 
tors have emulated, and for good reason. The editing 
tools are intuitive and the whole workflow, well, flows 
- once you’ve climbed the inevitable learning curve. 

There’s an enormous range of plugins available for 
Pro Tools and the outboard hardware does take some 
of the load off your Mac, which is handy in more com¬ 
plex projects. 

The other key advantage with Pro Tools only occurs if 
you ever decide to get your work professionally mixed 
or mastered - nearly eveiy professional studio has a Pro 
Tools rig so they’ll be able to directly use your sessions 
when the time comes. On the downside, getting any Pro 
Tools session to export in a format fully readable by 
another DAW like Logic Pro is near impossible without 
significant manual work. 


Prices: Pro Tools LE systems $395 for Mbox 
Micro to $3800 for Digi 003 Factory; Pro Tool HD 
systems $10555 for HD1 to $18475 for HD3. 
Distributor: Digidesign Australia 1300 734 454 

Demo version available for download: No 



MOTU. Digital Performer has arguably become the 
forgotten DAW for the Mac and it’s a shame because 
it’s a highly polished product with a significant suite of 
virtual instruments on board. 

Traditionally. MIDI-based scoring was Performer’s 
strong suit - and that hasn’t changed - but the au¬ 
dio and loop-based options are competitive as well. 
The workflow is similar to the other DAWs but it 
does have some film scoring features that endear it to 
that market. 

The video integration is up there with Soundtrack 
Pro 2’s link to Final Cut Pro and the whole package 
looks polished with a real emphasis on replicating old- 
style multi-track recording - something with which 
the majority of computer musicians are most familiar. 

Another plus for Digital Performer is it’s part of a 
company that makes an enormous range of audio inter¬ 
faces that are CoreAudio compliant. Digital Performer is 
at version 5 at time of writing with version 6 expected 
by mid-year. 


Price: $799 

Distributor: Major Music 1300 306670. 

Demo version available for download: No 


The last word. The DAW market is serving an 
enormously diverse audience of musicians, so painting 
any one application as being the ideal is doing a dis¬ 
service to both the vendors and the end-user. A more 
useful approach is to make some recommendations 
based on the type of user and what they’re wanting 
to achieve. 

For the heavy GarageBand user wanting to take the 
next step, Logic Express is the ant’s pants. It’s no dumb- 
ed-down version of Logic Pro, but still has enough fa¬ 
miliar aspects for GarageBand users to take the worst of 
the pain out of the learning curve. If loop-based compo¬ 
sition was your thing in GarageBand then don’t write off 
Ableton Live as an option either. 


For the die-hard analogue musician looking to get into 
computer-based recording or anyone whose focus is re¬ 
cording bands or other projects where there’ll be record¬ 
ing of a wide range of instruments, Pro Tools will have 
the most intuitive interface. Its audio editing options 
still lead the field and there’s an enormous number of 
veteran users out there. The second pick here would be 
Digital Performer as it has a more traditional interface 
in some respects. 

For the computer musician who loves the idiosyncra¬ 
sies of MIDI, virtual instruments and loop-based music 
creation, it comes down to interface. If you’re traditional, 
you can’t go past Logic Studio but if you want wider cre¬ 
ative horizons, Ableton Live is a fine DAW indeed. ^ 
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Kutoka Interactive 



RRP $39.95 each 


The Mia Adventure series 

Developed by an award-winning 
team, every minute of play is 
designed to spark children's 
interest and stir their imagination. 
This is what separates the Mia 
Adventure series from any other 
children's software - a successful 
mix of entertainment and quality 
education. 

Titles for kindergarten and 1 st 
grade also available. 


■■■■■ 




Drop Point Alaska 


Cake Mania 




Exhilarating snowboarding 
experiences are born in the back 
country. Drop into the largest virtual 
mountain ever - every chute, bowl, 
and tree run you discover is open for 
you to explore! Prove you're the best 
rider around with the unique Own a 
Trick feature and bail from your very 
own helicopter to start a run 
anywhere on the hill. 

For Intel Macs only. 



Jill returns home from culinary 
school to find her grandparents’ 
bakery closed down. Help her save 
the bakery by serving as many 
customized cakes as possible to a 
collection of hilarious and hungry 
customers. 

Help Jill save the day by earning 
enough money to re-open her 
grandparents’ shop in this fast- 
paced and highly addictive game. 


RRP $39.95 


RRP $39.95 


■■H 


■■ 




Techshell for MacBook / MacBook Pro 


Protect your Apple notebook with this Techshell 
Dura-Flex Protective Cover. 

Techshell is a set of form-fitting face and back 
plates that protect your Apple notebook without 
adding a lot of bulk while still allowing access to 
all ports and connectors. 

RRP $69.95 (MacBook) 

$79.95 (MacBook Pro) 






Distributed by Try and Byte. ^ it l7 '^ ert f r ' St - St Leona ^ s NS T / f 65 

77 7 Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 

info@tryandbyte.com.au 


Available from local Apple resellers, to locate 
your nearest reseller visit: apple.com/au/buy 
Also from Apple online: store.apple.com.au 













































Fleur Doidge 

believes everyone 
has a story to tell. 



Insights into the Australian Mac community 


Perchance to dream 


M ost of us need some room 
to dream. And Melbourne 
developer-slash-artist Ray 
Cologon has built some space for his 
own imaginings through his Night- 
Wing Enterprises, Darksky Media and 
related initiatives. There is a theme. 

“The idea behind the name Night- 
Wing was being set free to conjure 
ideas out of the darkness and depths 
of the subconscious — flights of 
imagination somewhere between 
dreaming and waking,” said Cologon. 

He says much of his thinking, form¬ 
ing of ideas and creative work as well 
has been done in the quiet of night, 
giving a double aptness to the name 
NightWing. “[And] in more recent 
years, much of my client work has 
been done for clients in different time 
zones. Frequently, I work while they 
sleep and vice versa — so there’s 
another connection," he said. 

Sculptor, musician, poet — Col¬ 
ogon’s artistic focus refracts and 
reflects, using different materials 
as prisms to express his creative 
impulses instead of the more usual 
dedication to just one medium like, 
say, painting. His work, he says, is 
unconventional. 

"It may sound odd to some, but I 
don’t make a sharp distinction be¬ 
tween the creative work I do in what’s 
conventionally regarded as ‘the Arts’ 
and the work I do in other areas, such 
as FileMaker work or writing work,” 
he said. 

He is particularly proud of the 
sculpture, Room for Dreaming, which 
won the online International Art Award 
2002, and of his Forest Guardian 
Vessel (2001), and of a piece done 
for a Connecticut collection in 2006. 

Holgnks 

www.raycologon.com 

Ray Cologon — Artist, Musician, Writer, Consultant 

www.darksky.com.au/ 

Darksky Media — Cologon’s composition, recording, multimedia 
and production services 



Cologon is always surprised to find 
that people know about his work and 
understand it. 

“That’s pretty rewarding. The high¬ 
est form of recognition in the creative 
arts is when someone purchases a 
piece,” he said. 

Cologon’s sculpture, poetry and 
music has reached a new audience 
via the internet. His NightWing web 
site documents various laurels his 
work has received in the virtual com¬ 
munity. But, like many artists, he’s not 
actually driven by a desire for fame. 
“The reality is that I will keep doing 
what I do with or without recognition. It 
is part of who I am,” he said. 

“It sounds rather abstract, but the 
connections between ideas and expe¬ 
riences or ideas and emotions have 
power. I’ve wanted to express things 
that I perceive or struggle to perceive 
and often words have seemed too 


tied to conventional understanding, 
too cerebral, or too linear." 

Cologon finds often that it is both 
easier and necessary to show rather 
than tell. Some things can be better 
conveyed in more concrete ways 
involving more overt feeling and be¬ 
ing. And when that happens, that’s art 
at its best. 

Fifty-year-old Cologon, who lives 
with his son and, until recently, his 
daughter — now at La Trobe Univer¬ 
sity — got interested in the arts as 
a child. After studying literature and 
psychology at the Australian National 
University in the late 1970s he moved 
to attend a Melbourne art school. 

The one he chose tolerated his urge 
for the inter-disciplinary, so he could 
combine media arts with music, 
sculpture and performance while 
reading for a fine arts degree. 
Post-study saw him working on films 
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and film soundtracks, illustration, 
sculpture commissions as well as 
various research and administrative 
roles. He also built and ran a small 
Melbourne recording studio, and 
managed to get a number of articles 
published. And among the diverse 
roles offered, he found several involv¬ 
ing computers. 

“I had sufficient aptitude for some 
basic programming. Some was 
related to art and music — image 
manipulation, work with synthesisers 
and early samplers and so on — but 
I found the skills translated to other 
areas of work,” Cologon said. 

March of the Mac. He first ran 
across Macs in the 1980s while work¬ 
ing as a faculty registrar in higher 
education. In 1987, after three facul¬ 
ties then using incompatible platforms 
merged, he selected Macs as a 
common administrative solution. He 
installed a new SE and taught himself 
to use it, then trained other staff and 
migrated them off their various mini 
and micro computers. 

“I appreciated their human-centric 
design and saw them as empower¬ 
ing. I liked that I could entice relatively 
non-technical staff to embrace the 
computer and discover what it could 
do for them,” he said. “The Mac 
from its early days was a great tool 


for getting under people’s skin and 
changing the way people think and do 
their work." 

Cologon says he appreciated the 
consistent logic and interface across 
so many Mac applications — great 
advantages for the self-taught. He 
can still accomplish more in a given 
time using a Mac. With the Mac, he 
says, aesthetic considerations are not 
an afterthought or an optional extra, 
but are a given. "I’ve always looked 
on the Mac as a creative tool first and 
foremost,” he said. 

Mostly he does mixed-platform 
work today, but remains fond of the 
Mac. He also does training, consult¬ 
ing and development using various 
technologies but always tries to be 
Mac-inclusive. In the 1990s, he started 
using FileMaker Pro to create small 
databases for university staff, going 
on to teach his staff to write their own 
variations. When he started postgrad¬ 
uate research, he decided to write a 
FileMaker app to handle the analysis 
and data for his doctoral thesis. 

Those skills proved saleable as a 
consultant and the natural move was 
to establish his own business offering 
bespoke FileMaker consulting and 
development services. He is now a 
convenor of the Melbourne FileMaker 
Developers Group and FileMaker is a 
big part of what he does, particularly 


for US and European clients, on top 
of being asked by other developers to 
help with design, troubleshooting or 
quality assurance of their systems. 

“One of the difficulties about operat¬ 
ing as an independent developer is 
there is less opportunity to rub shoul¬ 
ders and exchange ideas with others 
facing similar challenges,” Cologon 
said. “I always prefer collaborative 
rather than competitive approach. We 
can always learn from each other.” 

He regularly publishes tools, 
articles and examples to help people 
to build their FileMaker skills and to 
show what the platform can do. For 
several years, NightWing Enterprises 
has published free demos showcas¬ 
ing new FileMaker features, and, last 
year, Cologon rewrote a FileMaker 
Pro Bible. Most of his development 
work focuses on FileMaker these 
days — but he’s always looking for 
new opportunities. 

“I have to say I’m always restless 
and looking forward to the things I 
want to do next, rarely satisfied with 
what is finished. It’s an interesting 
journey, but I always feel I am barely 
scratching the surface. And I admit 
that can be frustrating,” he said. “[Arts 
and IT] are different but there is also 
quite a lot of crossover. So I’m also 
proud of my contributions to the ‘art’ 
of FileMaker development.” ^ 
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not know the answers to 
a Bunch of other related questions: Why 
would you want to put Windows on your 
Mac in thef irst place? Which Windows pro¬ 
grams are compelling and unique enough 


In other words, while putting Windows 
on your Mac might sound great in 
theory, how does it all work out in reality? 

For some answers to those questions, 
read on. We’ve got advice on how to pre¬ 
pare your Mac for Windows, how to set 
up Windows itself, and how to run Win¬ 
dows applications efficiently side-by-side 
with your Mac-native software. We’ve 
also got an update on the latest versions 
of Parallels and Fusion, as well as rec¬ 
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Configuring your hardware, obviously, only Intel- 
powered Macs can run VMware Fusion (distributed by 
Pica Australia 03 9388 9588) or Parallels Desktop (dis¬ 
tributed by Conexus 02 9975 0900). Both will run just 
fine on anything from the first Core Solo-powered mini 
to the newest eight-core Mac Pros. 

Neither program specifies a minimum clock speed, 
but — no surprise — the faster your Mac, the better 
your Windows experience will be. That said, even my 
original 1.66GHz Core Duo Mac mini does fine running 
basic applications (such as Microsoft Office), in both 
Parallels and Fusion. 

While each application will run with as little as 512MB 
of RAM, each prefers 1GB, and if you want the best Win¬ 
dows XP experience possible, you’ll need 2GB; if you’re 
running Windows Vista, 3GB is preferable. 

As for disk space, you’ll need to set aside at least 2GB 
on your hard drive for Windows XP, but that’s just for the 
operating system itself. You’ll also need to make room for 
any Windows applications you install and any data files 
they generate. Vista requires, at a minimum, 15GB of disk 
space, but its documentation recommends 40GB. 


Picking the right Windows, vista is the official 
current version of Windows. But you can still find Win¬ 
dows XP for sale out there; until very recently, XP Pro 
was what I always installed on my Macs. 

If you want to stick with the official current version 
of Windows, you can get Vista in Basic, Home Premium, 
Business, and Ultimate editions. Microsoft provides a 
comparison table (see “Hotlinks”) that makes it easy to 
choose the right version. 

Basic is too bare-bones to consider. For a home user, 
Home Premium is an affordable yet reasonably powerful 
option. For office users, Business is the logical choice. If 
you’re the type who simply must have the best of every¬ 
thing, go for Ultimate. For my needs, Business - with 
its comparatively full feature set and affordable upgrade 
cost - works just fine. 

No matter which version of Vista you choose, you’ll 
probably run into some of its well-publicised annoy¬ 
ances. PC World recently did a good job of summarising 
them and providing some workarounds - including one 
for the annoyingly persistent User Access Control dia¬ 
log boxes (see “Hotlinks”). Neither Fusion nor Parallels 


Parallels versus Fusion 

The best part of having two excellent programs that 
do the same thing is that the fierce competition be¬ 
tween the two makes both of them better. 

In the past year or so, Parallels has added a Coher¬ 
ence mode, mirrored folders, USB 2.0 support, and 
3D graphics. Similarly, between its 1.0 and 1.1.1 
releases, Fusion added support for DirectX 9.0 and 
multiple languages, improved Boot Camp integration 
and iPhone syncing with Outlook, and enabled the 
eject key. 

While that features race will likely continue, here’s 
my take on where it stands right now. 

Both programs can take a snapshot of your virtual 
setup (a good thing to do before running an up¬ 
grade, as you can then downgrade with a single 
click). However, Parallels’ version is much nicer. 
Fusion allows for only one snapshot; Parallels can 
create any number. 

Parallels’ Coherence mode works better than 
Fusion’s Unity mode: you’ve got more control over 
what it shows; for example, when I had to resize the 
Windows boot drive to install Vista, Parallels made 
the process easier. 

In Fusion’s favour, if you want to use operating 
systems other than Windows, it has a huge collection 
of downloadable virtual appliances — preconfigured 
virtual machines that make all sorts of operating sys¬ 
tems and applications available on your Mac. Paral¬ 


lels offers a similar service, but VMware’s collection 
is substantially larger. Fusion also supports more 
operating systems, including 64-bit Windows and 
Linux, and can use both of the CPUs in the Mac’s 
Core Duo processors. Finally, Fusion’s installation is 
a bit cleaner than Parallels’. 

Still, the choice is really a personal one. Both pro¬ 
grams come in demo versions; try them out on your 
particular Mac, with your particular applications, and 
buy the one that best fits your needs. 



:ej VMware offers a huge library of virtual appli¬ 
ances — preconfigured virtual machines that can contain either an 
entire operating system or a tool designed for a particular task. 
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currently supports Vista’s resource-intensive Aero visual 
effects. This is actually a good thing, because it reduces 
the load on your system. 

Installing Windows. Installing Fusion or Parallels 
is easy. If you’re installing Windows on your Mac for 
the first time, that’s also relatively simple: Parallels and 
Fusion both include installation wizards that automate 
the process for you. Just make sure you allocate enough 
drive space for applications and data, as well as for the 
operating system itself, when you create the virtual ma¬ 
chine. If you do, the process should be fairly painless. 

If, on the other hand, you’ve used Fusion or Parallels 
before to run earlier versions of Windows, upgrading to 
Vista can hurt a bit. 

The degree of pain will depend on the version of Win¬ 
dows you’re upgrading from and the version of Vista 
you’re upgrading to. Certain combinations require a 
clean upgrade, meaning that you’ll have to wipe out all 
your old data. Others allow an in-place upgrade, leav¬ 
ing your data intact. (Unlike OS X, Vista doesn’t offer a 
clean install that keeps users and settings.) The Upgrade 
Paths page at Microsoft (see “Hotlinks”) explains the 
permutations of the problem. 

For me, the biggest problem was expanding the size of 
my existing virtual machines (meaning the space on my 
hard drives devoted to Windows and its applications). 
I’ve always kept those relatively small - under 10GB 
— because I use only a couple of Windows applications 
and I don’t create massive data files. But, as noted, Vista 
wants a lot more than that. 

Tweaking settings. Out of the box, both Fusion and 
Parallels do a good job of creating virtual machines with 
usable default settings. But that doesn’t mean you can’t 
improve on them. Here are a few tweaks I recommend 
for most users. 

To change settings in your Fusion virtual machine, 
first shut it down and then click on Settings in the tool¬ 
bar. If you have an Intel Core Duo Mac, Fusion can take 
advantage of the dual CPUs to get better performance in 
processor-intensive programs. To enable dual-CPU sup¬ 
port, go to the Processors section and click on 2 Virtual 
Processors. Fusion also supports accelerated 3D graph¬ 
ics; enable it on the Displays tab. (Note that, for most 
Windows games, you’re really better off using Boot 
Camp.) Finally, if you’d like Fusion to allocate more pro¬ 
cessing power to your Mac or to your virtual machine, 
you can adjust that setting in the Performance section of 
Fusion’s Preferences. 

In Parallels, with your virtual machine shut down (not 
just suspended), select Edit: Virtual Machine to open 
the Configuration Editor. To give your Mac applications 
more power when your virtual machine is running, select 
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Vista on a mini. Though a Core Duo Mac mini is not the best Mac for running Windows Vista, 
it’s surprisingly usable if you have realistic expectations. 

the Options resource, click on the Advanced tab, click on 
the Mac OS X Applications button in the Optimize sec¬ 
tion, and then click on OK. If you’d rather reserve the 
best performance for your Windows programs, leave this 
option alone. 

Here’s another good tweak: in the Video resource, click 
on the Enable DirectX Shaders button to turn on experi¬ 
mental accelerated graphics support. Once you’ve en¬ 
abled this, you can run certain 3D games and Windows 
applications within the virtual machine. (But again, for 
serious gaming, use Boot Camp.) For more help on these 
and other Parallels options, click on Help in the Con¬ 
figuration Editor window. In Vista itself, switching to 
the Windows XP theme can improve performance (or 
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User Access 
Control. If you’re 
planning on run¬ 
ning Vista, get 
used to seeing this 
dialog box, the 
equivalent of the 
OS X authentica¬ 
tion dialog box. 



at least make the OS less annoying). To do so, open the 
Control Panel, click on Appearance And Personalization, 
and then click on Change The Theme in the Personaliza¬ 
tion section. Select Windows Classic (or Windows Stan¬ 
dard) from the pop-up menu, and then click on Apply. 
Finally, back in the Control Panel, click on Use Classic 
Windows Folders in the Folder Options section of the 
Appearance And Personalization page. 

Sharing data. Once you’ve tweaked the perfor¬ 
mance settings, you need to figure out where you want 
your Windows applications to put the files you create. 
You have three basic choices: you can store these files 
within the virtual machine itself, in a folder on your 
Mac that Windows can access as it would a network 
volume, or in a folder that your Mac and the virtual 
machine share. 

The default is to keep the files within your virtual 
machine: if you do nothing, files saved from a Windows 
program’s Save menu will end up in your user folder on 
the virtual C: drive. 

I prefer the third option - storing data from Windows 
programs in a shared folder that both operating systems 
can “see” — for two reasons. First, space on your virtual 
hard drive is probably more limited than space on your 
Mac’s hard drive. Second, if you save files to a folder 
outside the virtual machine, you can open them in your 
Mac applications. That means you could create docu¬ 
ments in Office for Windows and then open them in Of¬ 
fice for the Mac. 

Setting up shared folders isn’t hard in either Parallels 
or Fusion. In Parallels, choose Devices: Shared Folders: 
Add from within your virtual machine. A new win¬ 
dow will appear where you can enter the name (as seen 
by Windows), the path, and a description. Fill in the 
information, click on OK, and, after a short delay, 
your shared folder will show up in the Network Drives 
section of Windows’ My Computer, with a mapped 
drive letter. 


Don’t stop there. With your Parallels virtual machine 
shut down, open the Configuration Editor (Edit: Virtual 
Machine). Here you’ll see options for Shared Folders, 
Shared Applications, and Shared Profile. Shared Fold¬ 
ers we’ve discussed. Shared Applications lets Windows 
programs appear in OS X’s Open With contextual menu; 
your Mac programs can also appear within Windows. 
Shared Profile lets Windows use your Mac’s Desktop, 
Documents, and Pictures folders. 

To set up shared folders in Fusion, click on the Set¬ 
tings button in the Toolbar, click on the plus-sign (+) 
button at the bottom of the window, and select Add 
Shared Folder from the pop-up menu. In the new win¬ 
dow that appears, select Enabled and give the folder 
a name that will appear in Windows. Then click on 
the Path pop-up menu, select Choose, and locate the 
folder that you’d like to share in the Mac OS. Once 
you’ve found the folder, click on Open to dismiss the 
dialog box and then click on OK to add the folder. To 
see your shared folders, click on the Network icon on 
the desktop and then navigate into the shared folder. 
If you’d like to make access even easier, map the net¬ 
work drive. If you’re running XP, you’ll find that op¬ 
tion in Tools: Map Network Drive; in Vista, Map Net¬ 
work Drive is on the toolbar. Whichever one you use, 
click on the Browse button in the new window that 
appears and then drill down into the Network fold¬ 
er, and you’ll see the shared folder you just created. 


Configuration Editor 


Resource 

Description 

! O Options 

Windows Vista 

Secuhty 

Medium-High 

Coherence 

Coherence 

3 Shared Folders 

1 folder a enabled) 

SS Shared Applications 

Including SmartSel... 

4 Shared Profile 

Shared User Profile 

W Video 

0 items (0 enabled) 

O Memory 

1028 MB 

H Floppy 

/Library/Parallels/... 

Hard Disk 1 

/Users/robg/Docu... 

CD/DVD-ROM 1 

Default CD/DVD-... 

0 Hard Disk 2 

/Users/robg/Docu... 

□ Hard Disk 3 

/Users/robg/Docu... 

Network Adapter X 

Bridged Ethernet 

° Sound 

Default Audio 


f Add— ^ Remove 


• General Booting Advanced ) • 
Emulation Flags 

Acceleration level: f Normal > 

Enable Intel VT-x support 

Virtual Machine Performance 
Optimize for better performance of: 
©Virtual machine 
O Mac OS X Applications 


Undo Disks 
0 Undo Disks: 


( Help ) ( Cancel ) ( OK ) 


O O ^ VMware Preferences 


When closing a virtual machine: © Suspend the virtual machine 
O Power off the virtual machine 
Confirm before closing 

Keyboard and Mouse: Enable Mac OS keyboard shortcuts 

Includes X-Tab. Expose. Dashboard, etc. 

5? Enable Mac OS mouse shortcuts 

Control-click for right-click. X-dick for middle-dick 

Diagnostics: CD Enable debugging checks 

Performance: ©Optimize for virtual machine disk performance 
O Optimize for Mac OS application performance 

Updates: ^Automatically check for updates 


Balancing performance. In both Parallels (top) and Fusion (bot¬ 
tom), you can optimise your Mac’s performance to favour OS X or 
Windows programs. 
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The killer Windows app 

Microsoft Office 2007 for Windows is a very compel¬ 
ling reason to run Windows on a Mac. “But wait,” you 
say. “Doesn’t Microsoft offer Office 2008 for the Mac? 
Why run the Windows version?” Simply put: because 
the Windows version can do some things the Mac 
version can’t. 


J J 


Missing Mac programs. For starters, you might 
want or need one of the Windows-only applications 
in the suite. 

Like the Mac version of Office, Office 2007 includes 
Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. But instead of En¬ 
tourage, it includes Outlook, Microsoft’s ubiquitous 
calendar, contact, and e-mail program. 

While iCal, Entourage (or Mail), and Address Book 
all work reasonably well with Exchange servers, they 
can’t do everything that Outlook can. For example, 
Outlook users can employ server-side mail rules and 
server-based meeting scheduling that automatically 
finds the best meeting time for all the invitees. Ad¬ 
ditionally, Outlook supports calendar overlays (which 
show multiple calendars side by side), attachment 
previews, and unified messaging (which delivers 
voice mail and faxes to your e-mail inbox). 

Access, Microsoft’s database package, is the other 
major Windows-only program in Office 2007. Like 
FileMaker Pro, Access makes it easy to create 
simple databases with a few clicks. But Access is 
also a high-end platform that developers can use 
to build professional applications. While FileMaker 
Pro can do many of these same things, it can’t 
share databases with Windows users unless they 
have FileMaker Pro for Windows installed. (Note 
that Outlook and Access aren’t available in all 
version of Office 2007.) 


mm Pi r < 


Event List 


is Microsoft Access serves as both an easy-to-use 
database for nonprogrammers and a high-end tool for profes¬ 
sionals designing databases that interact with web servers and 
company systems. 


mm 


ac features. Some Office programs 
have Windows-only features. The Windows version 
of Word, for instance, includes a useful version- 
comparison tool. It also lets you mark a document 
as Final before distributing it — a simple way to let 
readers know the document is done. 

Excel 2007 sports better conditional formatting 
than its Mac counterpart. Instead of three levels of 
sorting, it offers 64. Calculated columns automati¬ 
cally fill as you add rows to your worksheet. The 
pivot-table tools in Excel 2007 are miles beyond 
what’s available on the Mac. 

Finally, the Windows version of PowerPoint has 
some nice features you won’t get on the Mac. You 
can create a slide library (on a SharePoint Server) for 
slides you use often — the slides are linked to the 
library, so if you change the master, all the presenta¬ 
tions with that slide will update. The Windows ver¬ 
sion also offers transitions and animations you won’t 
find on the Mac side. 

All that said, the most sig¬ 
nificant difference between the Mac and Windows 
versions of Office is the latter’s continued support for 
Visual Basic. Office Professional 2007 supports 
Visual Basic macros (in Word and Excel), while Of¬ 
fice 2008 for the Mac does not. 

That support means it’s easier to share documents 
with Windows users if you’re using Office 2007. It 
also means you can work in an office that uses them 
to ease data input or ensure data integrity. 

You may also have minor compatibility issues 
if Windows users send you documents in which 
they’ve used some of the features that aren’t avail¬ 
able on the Mac. Documents that rely on Microsoft’s 
SharePoint Server won’t work at all on the Mac. 

In short, if you want 100 percent Windows Office 
compatibility, or if you need access to applications 
and features not found in the Mac version of Office, 
you’ll have to run Office 2007 for Windows. 
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Six more killer Windows apps 


Some poorly designed sites still demand 
Internet Explorer (IE), and the five-year-old Mac version isn’t 
up to the job. IE 7 can give you access to those sites. And if 
you’re a web site creator, you can run Windows IE in a virtual 
machine to see what your site will look like to the majority of 
the world. 

Macs can play back Windows 

Media files through QuickTime, thanks to free downloadable 
codecs. But Microsoft’s native Windows player adds addi¬ 
tional features that media-savvy Mac users might like — plus 
the codec’s that let QuickTime play Windows Media files 
don’t support Microsoft’s Digital Rights management (DRM) 
system. Microsoft’s DRM works through Windows Media 
Player (WMP) and allows you to download music from some 
subscription services, including Rhapsody and Napster. 

Although a few diagramming tools are 
available for OS X, including Omni Group’s OmniGraffle, 

Visio Standard is a must-have in any Windows-centric office. 

It has most of the same flowcharts, network diagrams, and 
other graphics as OmniGraffle. But its PC-only features make 
Visio especially useful for a team, and it also integrates well 
with Microsoft Office. 

The current Mac release, 
Quicken 2006, handles basic home finances, but misses 
more-advanced options offered in the Windows edition, such 
as the ability to send invoices and track receivables, and 
comprehensive support for bonds, options, and certain other 
types of investments. Not to mention the fact that Quicken 
hasn’t offered support or updates to the Mac version in Aus¬ 
tralia for years. The PC version of Quicken — Quicken Home 
and Business — also offers better cross-platform file compat¬ 
ibility and better support for online banking services. 

Telstra’s BigPond Movies online interface 
works just fine in a Mac browser for managing your queue of 


DVDs. Unfortunately the BigPond Movies Downloads service 
doesn’t. At press time, PC users had access to a library of 
nearly 2000 downloadable titles — all protected with Win¬ 
dows Media DRM that is unsupported on the Mac. BigPond 
has announced no plans to make the service Mac-compat¬ 
ible, so for now using the service via Windows is your only 
option. At least until Apple brings movie downloads to the 
local iTunes Store. 

PC users have their choice of software for 
planning dressmaking, knitting, needlepoint, and other textile 
projects. Electric Quilt is just one example of the genre. 

It helps you design quilts by arranging fabric samples or 
scanned swatches. Quilters can quickly modify the pattern 
and layout before choosing the final design. Printed 
templates make the actual cutting and sewing far easier. 

— Zack Stem 



Just one example of the computer-assisted crafts genre, Electric 
Quilt lets you arrange fabric samples on screen before you sew a stitch. 


Click on it once, and then click on OK and then on Finish. 
There’s one big caveat to all of this: given the number 
of viruses and malware programs that exist for Win¬ 
dows, carefully consider how much of your Mac’s file 
structure you want to expose to Windows. I’ve chosen 
to leave most of Parallels’ sharing features disabled; 
I share only a couple of folders (one for data files, 
one for images) through the Shared Folders feature. 
If you’re going to be running Windows regularly and 
surfing the web, you should certainly enable Windows’ 
built-in malware-detection tool, and consider investing 
in antivirus software. 


There’s actually a fourth way to share data between 
Windows and Mac OS, but it’s strictly for ad-hoc 
file sharing: simply drag the file or folder you would 
like to copy to the other operating system’s window. 
This leaves the source object in place. If you’re drag¬ 
ging to Mac OS, make sure that you drag it to your 
desktop or another Finder window, rather than to an 
application window. Unfortunately, you can’t drag 
and drop text to or from your virtual Windows 
session in Fusion or Parallels. You can, however, copy 
and paste text (though not other kinds of data) in both 
directions. 
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Shared Folder Properties 


Name: Images 
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Shared folders. The Add Shared Folder dialog box in Parallels (top) 
and the Shared Folder setup screen in Fusion (bottom) allow you to 
see and use items in shared folders in both OS X and Windows. 


directly to your Mac is somewhat more complicated. 
Fusion and Parallels both include solutions for “captur¬ 
ing” your Mac’s USB printer for use within Windows. 
Unfortunately, you won’t be able to print from 
Mac OS at the same time, so this method is not my 
preferred solution. 

Here’s how I like to do it: in your Windows virtual 
machine, download and install Apple’s Bonjour for 
Windows. As part of the installation, a Bonjour Print¬ 
er Wizard icon will appear on your Windows desktop. 
Launch it after the installation finishes, then click on 
Next to get to the Shared Printers screen. 

What happens next depends on your printer. If it’s a 
newer model and Bonjour is enabled, you’ll see it listed 
in the Shared Printers screen. Select it, click on Next, 
and then follow the instructions to install its drivers. 
When this process is done, you’ll have a fully supported 
printer installed in Windows. 

If you have an older printer, you won’t see it listed. 
Switch back to your Mac and use the Sharing prefer¬ 
ence pane to enable Printer Sharing. Switch back to 
Windows, and the printer should now show up in the 
Shared Printers list. Select it, click on Next, and leave 
the driver settings at the default (Generic/PostScript or 
Generic/PCL). 


Working together. If you find it jarring to move from 
OS X to a separate window containing your Windows 
world, both Parallels and Fusion provide alternatives. 

First, to better differentiate between the two operating 
systems, you can use the full-screen mode available in 
both Fusion and Parallels to obscure all visible evidence 
that you’re even using a Mac - anyone walking past 
your cubicle will see only your Windows session on the 
screen. In OS X 10.5, I like to assign Fusion or Paral¬ 
lels to its own space in the Spaces preference pane. I 
can then move between the Mac and Windows operating 
systems by pressing control and one of the arrow keys. 

If you’re looking to integrate the two operating sys¬ 
tems visually, you can have that, too. Fusion and Par¬ 
allels each offer a mode that lets Windows programs 
and windows blend in with the rest of your OS X win¬ 
dows. (Parallels calls it Coherence mode; Fusion calls it 
Unity.) Whatever you call it, in this integrated mode the 
Windows desktop vanishes, and your open Windows 
programs appear alongside OS X applications on the 
desktop and in the Dock. 

Printing from Windows, if you have a 
networked printer, printing to it from Windows in Par¬ 
allels or Fusion should just work. You should be able 
to set up the networked printer from your vir¬ 
tual machine just as you would on a stand-alone 
Windows machine. Printing to a USB printer connected 


The final word. That’s certainly not all you 
need to know about running Windows programs 
on your Mac — not by a long shot. But many of 
the adjustments you make will depend on your particular 
system and the particular Windows software you 
want to run. What I’ve outlined here should be enough 
to get you started in the world of dual — not duelling 
- operating systems. ^ 



Total integration. In Parallels’ Coherence mode, you’ll see the Windows taskbar at the top of 
the screen, a mix of Windows and OS X software on screen, and Windows programs in the 
Dock. 
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Education and the Mac 


Martin Levins 
likes empowering 
people to create 
using computing 
technologies 


The education of business 


H ey — I’ve just visited the 

dark side. No, not that one. I 
recently attended a business 
trade show at the Sydney Convention 
Centre hosted by the network switch 
thingy manufacturer Cisco. 

Yes, there were lots of suits, and the 
odd ponytail, but what I noticed most 
were the similarities, not the differenc¬ 
es, in what problems face IT manag¬ 
ers in the corporate arena compared 
to education. 

The "Future Directions in the Enter¬ 
prise" keynote featured a reference 
to “Zen and the art of the rogue user” 
from the Yankee Group (a mere snip 
at $US1495 a copy — no, I didn’t 
leave out the decimal point). 

This report claimed that 50 percent 
of US employees think they’d be 
more productive if able to use online 
applications such as Facebook at 
work. They then tried to reconcile 
this with the potential compromise of 
data and procedures management 
that forms the basis of corporate 
governance with which IT managers 
are charged. 

It’s not just freeing up the firewalls to 
allow user to get to Web 2.0 services 
either. An empowered user challenges 
traditional governance; creating more 
work to support the new services, 
storage and oversight of security. 

In a school, our governance can be 
seen as similar in that we have duties 
of care for our students, and we deal 
in information. Last century, librarians 
and textbooks traditionally guarded 
the information flow, until challenged 
with new sources of data in the early 
|B _ 1990s. But, as we approached this 

Hotj jnks 

preview.tlnyurl.com/5avnah 

The recent Yankee Group Report, Zen and the Art of Rogue 
Employee Management. 

preview.tinyurl.com/6jlchl 

Education ranks bottom in a survey of business adoption of IT 

preview.tinyurl.com/5oszh4 

Roughly Drafted’s exclusive on moves by IBM to incorporate 
more Macs into its enterprise. 



century, we recognised that the indus¬ 
trial assembly line thinking that a 20th 
century education was modelled on 
will no longer work. 

Businesses are coming to the 
same realisation — successful ones 
anyway. 

One of the reasons that video con¬ 
ferencing was promoted last century 
was to save travel costs — some¬ 
thing that appeals to a modern green 
consciousness. It was never pro¬ 
moted as a way of quickly develop¬ 
ing the level of trust that is essential 
for successful collaboration. 

E-mail and instant messaging take 
far too long for this trust to develop 
— it’s not the way our society has 
evolved. We depend too much on 
gesticulation, intonation and facial ex¬ 
pression as well as words to achieve 
meaningful communication. Hence 
the personal meetings and endless air 
travel that the global businessperson 
needs. Other, textual forms of com¬ 
munication will work much better once 
that trust has been established. 

Mac users’ experience with iChat 
and video conferencing is good prepa¬ 
ration for this sort of environment, par¬ 
ticularly when iChat theatre in Leopard 
is considered. The ability to mix and 
match our own image with a formal 
presentation enhances this trust and 
puts the emphasis on the communica¬ 


tor rather than the presentation. 

This is further emphasised with the 
increasingly ubiquitous presence 
indicator. The green “they’re available” 
indicator in Mail is now spreading to 
wikis and blogs in Leopard. 

There’s something in the wind 
people. Roughly Drafted’s Daniel Eran 
Dilger announced recently that IBM 
has developed a software strategy to 
embrace the Mac platform, with a new 
version of Lotus Notes and an inte¬ 
grated package of office productivity 
software based on OpenOffice. 

86 percent of the 22 employees 
given Macs in a trial begun in 2007 by 
IBM asked to keep their Macs instead 
of the normally-provided Lenovos. 

“Support for Notes e-mail and 
calendaring on the iPhone and iPod 
Touch is also reported to be in IBM’s 
plans", Dilger reported. 

My keynote speaker closed with: 

“It’s not about the tech, it’s about the 
business,” eerily echoing the: “It’s not 
about the tech, it’s about the learning” 
mantra that we’ve heard for years in 
education. We’ve been grappling for 
some time with the issues facing 
business now. 

What can we tell them? 

Can we tell them that we are trying to 
change to make our students produc¬ 
tive in the same way that business is 
moving: sharing goals and developing 
the “hows and wheres” as we develop 
curriculum together? 

Can we tell them that our students 
are already used to collaboration ser¬ 
vices, and are empowered to create 
new knowledge? 

Can we say that we aim for an 
agile learner who has worked with 
others across the globe and will fit in 
well with a borderless enterprise? Or 
can we only claim that we’ve taught 
kids how to insert clip art into a word 
processing document? 

Your call. ^ 
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Rock’n’Drive 

TuneCast Auto 
with ClearScan 


Listen to your iPod in the car. 

Improved FM transmission delivers 
crisp, clean audio performance. Now with 
ClearScan, automatically find the clearest 
FM station with one push of a button! 

• Attached auto power cord powers and 
charges your iPod in the car 

• Lets passengers control playlists 


Made for 


Also available: 

TuneBase FM with ClearScan 

• Antenna integrated into flexible neck 

• Multiple cradles fit any docking iPod 


Made for 


Works with 

iPhone 


Now available from 
these leading retailers 


www.belkin.com/anz 


cJi^pMers..,, 

ill 


- - —- {;{ 



| | 


i\ 








































































Configurable 

FireWire RAID 


Available in 0.5TB, 1TB, 1.5TB and 2TB 


2 Drives Support Multi-Stream Uncompressed 
SD, DV, HDV, and DVCPro HD 
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VIDEO PHOTO LIBRARY AUDIO GAMING 


Introducing the first configurable FireWire RAID solution supporting uncompressed 8 bit/ 10 bit SD editing and 
photo libraries. The FireWire VR is equipped with 2x SATA 3Gb/s hard drives. CalDigit's unique FireWire 
technology supports multi-stream uncompressed SD, DVCPRO, HDV, and DV non-linear video editing systems 
FireWire VR can store large photo libraries with an option of providing hardware RAID protection on digital content 
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Professional Strength FireWire Storage 
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Ideal for. 

• Video Editing: Multiple streams of 8 & 10 bit 
Uncompressed SD, DVCPRO HD, HDV, DV. 

• Digital Library: Photo/MP3 libraries, Motion Graphics 

• Applications: Apple Final Cut Pro, Adobe Premiere, 
Aperture Photoshop, Lightroom and more 
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Evade e-mail exasperation 

You’ve got e-mail problems. We’ve got answers. 


I f you’re like 99.7 percent of 
computer users, your e-mail client 
gets more of a workout than any 
other software you use. And given the 
amount of time you spend with this 
particular software, it’s not surprising 
that minor annoyances you’d forgive 
in other programs become a Big Deal 
when you encounter them hour after 
hour, day after day. I’ve rounded up 
some common e-mail problems and 
provided solutions to help you keep 
them under control. 

Decipher winmail.dat files. 

Most people who have used e-mail 
for longer than the lifespan of a fruit fly 
have received messages with winmail. 


dat attachments, which typically won’t 
open on a Mac. The source of these 
files is Microsoft Outlook, Windows’ 
omnipresent e-mail program. They’re 
generated when an Outlook user on 
a PC formats the e-mail message 
(and any attachments) in Outlook’s 
Rich Text Format (RTF). This is not the 
universal RTF we Mac users know and 
love; rather, it’s a proprietary format 
that’s compatible with Outlook but not 
with other e-mail clients. When an e- 
mail client other than Outlook receives 
the message, it finds the inscrutable 
winmail.dat files enclosed. 

There are a couple of things you can 
do to get at the attachments. If you 
know the correspondent well enough 


to make the suggestion, ask that he 
or she send messages either as plain 
text or as HTML (Outlook offers both 
options). Either format works with the 
Mac (and with every other e-mail client 
in the universe), and attachments won’t 
get mucked up. 

Alternatively, you can deal with the 
issue by taking steps on your end. 

Just drop a winmail.dat file on a utility 
such as Josh Jacob’s TNEF’s Enough 
(see “Hotlinks”), for instance, and the 
utility will offer to extract the file’s inner 
goodness. You can also try Christo¬ 
pher Atlan’s OMiC (see “Hotlinks"), an 
Apple Mail plug-in that converts these 
files into their original, readable form, 
and identifies the attachments properly 
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in a Mail message’s attachments area. 
Note, however, that as I write this, 
neither of these utilities has yet been 
updated for Mac OS X 10.5 (Leopard). 

Kick-start a sluggish e-mail 

Client. If your e-mail client runs as 
slow as treacle, it’s likely jammed with 
messages. Thankfully, you can speed 
things up by archiving old messages 
and then deleting the originals, and by 
stripping out old attachments. 

To do this in the Leopard version of 
Apple’s Mail, create a smart mailbox 
that seeks out messages more than 
a certain number of days old. Just 
choose Mailbox: New Smart Mailbox 
and create a rule that reads Date Re¬ 
ceived Is Not In The Last 365 Days. 

A new mailbox will appear under 
the Smart Mailboxes heading in the 
Mailboxes pane. Control-click on 
the smart mailbox you created and 
choose Archive Mailbox from the 
contextual menu to save the contents 
of that mailbox as an mbox file (a 
common file format for archiving e- 
mail) that you can store for safekeep¬ 
ing. Once you’ve created the archive 
and saved it to a secure place on your 
Mac, feel free to select all the mes¬ 
sages in the smart mailbox and delete 
them. After deleting them, control- 
click on Mail’s Trash icon and choose 
Erase Deleted Messages. To strip only 
attachments from messages, select 
everything in a mailbox and choose 
Message: Remove Attachments. 

Microsoft Entourage 2004 and 2008 
both lack a smart mailbox feature. 
However, you can do the job, using 
Custom Views (in Entourage 2004) or 
Saved Searches (in Entourage 2008). 
To gather old messages in Entourage 
2004, choose File: New: Custom View. 
In the window that appears, name the 
view (Old E-mail, for example) and 
use the pop-up menus to configure 
the criteria to read Date Received Is 
Greater Than 365 Days Old. Click on 
OK. In Entourage 2008, choose File: 
New: Saved Search, click on the All 
Messages button to search all your 
mailboxes, configure the search 


criteria as above, and then click on 
Save. In the dialog box that appears, 
name your search and click on Save. 

You’ll see an entry for Old E-mail 
under the header Mail Views in 
Entourage’s Folders list. Drag this 
item to the desktop to save the 
messages within a single mbox 
archive. (Depending on the number 
of messages you have, this might 
take a while.) Once you’ve archived 
the messages, you can select and 
delete them in Entourage. Then 
empty Entourage’s Deleted Items 
folder by control-clicking on it and 
choosing Empty Deleted Items from 
the contextual menu. 

If you just want to remove attach¬ 
ments from old messages, you can 
follow a similar path. Create the same 
custom view or saved search, but 
instead of deleting the messages, 
select them all and choose Message: 
Remove All Attachments. 

Send messages when you’re 
OUt and about. If you've tried in 
vain to send e-mail messages through 
a cafe’s or hotel’s internet connection, 
you understand that public access 
points can be picky about what they 
will and won’t allow through. In par¬ 
ticular, they routinely deny outgoing 
mail server (SMTP) connections to 
prevent the relaying of spam. You can 
tell that you have been denied when a 
message refuses to leave your e-mail 
client’s outbox. 





Unblock outgoing messages. If a cafe’s 
or hotel’s router is blocking your outgoing 
e-mail messages, choose an SMTP port 
designed to work around blocked ports. 


Public facilities often block SMTP 
port 25, the port (or network chan¬ 
nel) most ISPs use to send e-mail 
messages. That means you can work 
around this problem by assigning an 
alternate port — usually port 587 — to 
the SMTP server. To edit the SMTP 
port in the Leopard version of Apple’s 
Mail, choose Mail: Preferences and 
click on the Accounts tab. Select an 
e-mail account from the list at the 
left of the window and make sure the 
Account Information tab to the right 
is selected. From the Outgoing Mail 
Server (SMTP) pop-up menu, choose 
Edit Server List. In the sheet that ap¬ 
pears, select an SMTP server. Click on 
the Advanced tab at the bottom of the 
sheet. In the Server Port field, you’ll 
likely see the number 25. Change this 
to 587 and click on OK to dismiss the 
sheet (see the screenshot "Unblock 
outgoing messages”). Finally, close 
the Mail Preferences window. 

In Entourage 2004 and 2008, select 
Tools: Accounts and double-click on 
your preferred SMTP account in the 
Accounts window that appears. In the 
resulting Edit Account window, ensure 
that the Account Settings tab is 
selected and, in the Sending Mail sec¬ 
tion of the window, click on Click Here 
For Advanced Options. In the window 
that appears, type 587 in the Override 
Default SMTP Port field. 

Note that some ISPs create an 
alternate port for the purposes of 
working around SMTP port blocking 
— Port 2525, for example. 

Check with your ISP to see if it does 
this and, if so, configure your SMTP 
settings accordingly. 

Transfer Outlook 
messages to your Mac. 

You’ve made the switch to the Mac 
from Windows. You’d like your e-mail 
messages — currently entombed 
within your old PC’s copy of Micro¬ 
soft Outlook — to come along for the 
ride. Unfortunately, Outlook doesn’t 
appear to offer an export option com¬ 
patible with Mail or Entourage. 

What can you do? 
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My Fabulous Vacation 


Send Cna: Attach Address Fonts Colors Save As Draft 


Photo Browser Show Stationery 


To: BubbaJones 


Subject: My Fabulous Vacation 


From: Example User <user@example.com> 


Signature: None 


Message Size: 10.0 MB 


Send big files. Tired of your old ISP gateway’s rejection of today’s massive e-mail 
messages? Keep your old address, but use a modern service with a much bigger transfer 
limit to configure your account to send messages. 


The trick to exporting e-mail messages 
is to get that data into a form other 
e-mail clients can read. In this case, 
that format is our old friend, mbox. 
Regrettably, Outlook doesn’t export 
its messages in this otherwise 
ubiquitous format, so you need to 
employ an intermediary e-mail client 
that can import Outlook messages 
and save those messages in an mbox 
archive. Mozilla’s free Thunderbird 2 
is that client. 

You’ll do the heavy lifting on the 
computer that’s running Windows 
and Outlook. Download the Windows 
version of Thunderbird, launch it, and 
choose Tools: Import. In the Import 
window that appears, enable the 
Mail option and click on Next. In the 
subsequent window, select Outlook 
or Outlook Express (depending on 
which version you’re using), and click 
on Next again. Thunderbird will import 
your Outlook mail. 

Now navigate to your user folder on 
the Windows machine and follow this 


path: \Application Data\Thunderbird\ 
Profiles. You’ll see a folder name made 
up of a hodgepodge of characters 
(g9mr6ux8.default, for example). Within 
this folder you’ll follow this path: \Mail\ 
Local Folders\Outlook Mail\Personal 
Folders.sbd. This folder contains the 
messages from your Outlook mail¬ 
boxes — Inbox, Sent Items, and Junk 
E-mail, for example. 

Those files without the .msf 
extension are the mbox files. Copy 
them to your Mac and use your e-mail 
client’s Import command (found in the 
File menu in Entourage and Mail) to 
import them. Your client will create a 
mailbox for these messages and tell 
you its name. 

Stop running out of server 
Space. You may be proud that 
you’ve maintained the same e-mail 
address for over a decade, but out- 
of-date standards may be hampering 
that old POP e-mail account. Spe¬ 
cifically, your ISP may offer very little 


e-mail storage and a skimpy transfer 
limit — as low as 10MB. The narrow 
gateway on such an account can 
cause problems — messages you 
send with large attachments will be 
refused passage, and anyone send¬ 
ing you similarly massive attachments 
will see their mail bounce right back 
with a "mailbox full” error (see the 
screenshot “Send big files”). 

The simplest solution is to get a 
different e-mail account. Apple’s. 

Mac service, Google’s free Gmail, and 
Yahoo’s free Yahoo Mail offer 
over 1GB of e-mail storage. But 
suppose all your friends know your 
old address and you’re loath to make 
them switch? No worries. With one of 
these services, you can configure your 
old account so that it sends mail for 
your new address through the SMTP 
server while maintaining the same old 
return address. To set up that configu¬ 
ration, open the old e-mail account 
in Mail’s or Entourage’s Accounts 
area (in Mail, it’s in Preferences; in 
Entourage, it’s in the Tools menu). 
Then change the outgoing (SMTP) 
server to .Mac, Gmail, or Yahoo. Your 
recipients will see your old address 
as the sender. Unless they examine 
the message headers, they’ll never 
know you sent your mail via a different 
service’s SMTP server. 

As for receiving mail, the old e-mail 
account’s space limits still restrict 
you. However, you can make things 
easier by automatically deleting 
messages from the server once 
you’ve received them. In Leopard’s 
Mail, go to Mail: Preferences, click on 
Accounts, choose a POP account, 
and then click on the Advanced tab. 
Here you can enable the Remove 
Copy From Server After Retrieving A 
Message option, and then choose 
Right Away from the Remove pop-up 
menu. In Entourage 2004 and 2008, 
choose Tools: Accounts, open a POP 
account, click on the Options tab, 
and make sure the Leave A Copy Of 
Each Message On The Server option 
is not selected. 

— Christopher Breen 
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SE110 

Rich, full sound 


SHURE 

LEGENDARY 

PERFORMANCE™ 

www.jands.com.au 
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SE210 

Hi-definition sound 


SE310 

Extra Bass 


SE420 

Woofer & Tweeter 


“Audio quality quite simply does not 
get any better than this. It’s like 
the best nightclub in the entire 
world buried in your ears. 

Purpose built for the 
soundtrack of your life” 


Sneaky Sound System 

www.sneakysoundsystem.com 
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Hgtjjnks 

www.littlebirdelectronics.com/collections/arduino/ 

Buy an Arduino board 

www.arduino.cc/en/Main/Software 

Get the Mac OS X software for the Arduino board 

www.ftdichip.com/Drivers/VCP.htm 

Get the latest drivers 

www.me.umn.edu/courses/me2011 /robot/wrap/wrap.html 

Learn a bit about wire wrapping before attempting this project 

www.arduino.cc/en/Reference/HomePage 

Learn to program the Arduino 

tinyurl.com/6y682p 

ASProxy 

mysite.verizon.net/vzenuoqe/MacSoft.html 

Serial PortX 

www.oceancontrols.com.au/ 

More fun things you can do with your Arduino 

www.trossenrobotics.com 

Robotics projects and tools 

www.macworld.com.au/help/view/control-the-world-arduino-code-389 

Arduino code for this project. 

Control the world 

Microcontrollers connect hobbyist hardware to your Mac. 


Y our Mac can already talk to 
all kinds of electronic devices, 
including digital cameras, cam¬ 
corders, printers, external disk drives, 
mobile phones, and other computers. 
But there are plenty of other gizmos 
that your Mac can’t communicate with: 
motors, robots, external LCD displays, 
and sensors of all sorts. 

For your Mac to talk to one of 
these items, it needs something 
to act as a translator. That’s what 
microcontrollers do. Connect one of 
these programmable computers-on- 
a-board to your Mac’s USB port, and 
you can then hook an external device 
to the board and program it to tell 
that device what to do. 

To show you what’s possible with 
microcontrollers and the Mac, I came 
up with a demonstration project that I 
call BreakTimer. This system enables 
your Mac to detect whether you’re 
sitting in your chair and, if you’ve been 
sitting too long, to tell you it’s time to 
get up and take a break. 


Assemble the compo¬ 
nents. There are three compo- 
nents to any microcontroller system 
for the Mac: the microcontroller 
board, its OS X software, and the 


hardware you’re connecting to the 
microcontroller. The most popular 
Mac-compatible microcontroller 
board is the Arduino. It’s open source 
(you can get the schematics and 
build your own), it’s very affordable 
($34 for a fully assembled board), 
and it works wonderfully with Mac 
OS X. The board itself is distributed 
in Australia by Little Bird Electronics 
(see “Hotlinks”); make sure you get 
the newer Diecimila model. 

Once you have the board, you need 
the software that goes with it: go to 

Arduino (see “Hotlinks”), click on 
the Mac OS X link, extract the file that 
downloads, and then drag the result¬ 
ing folder to your Applications folder. 
Next, install the board’s drivers (see 
“Hotlinks”); just make sure to get the 
right version for your particular Mac. 

Connect the hardware. 

Now, if you’re trying my BreakTimer 
project, you’re ready to connect the 
seat sensor to your Arduino board. 
Start by assembling the components 
detailed in the table “Shopping list.” 
Also, if you’re not already familiar with 
the process of wire wrapping, check 
out an online tutorial (see ’’Hotlinks") 
before you start. 


Once you’ve assembled your 
materials, cut two pieces of wrapping 
wire long enough to reach from your 
Mac to your chair. Using the wire strip¬ 
per that comes with the wire-wrapping 
tool, strip about 2.5cm from one end 
of each wire. Then, with the wire-wrap¬ 
ping tool, wrap one wire around each 
of the pins on the sensor. 

Next, strip 2.5cm from the other 
end of each wire. Using the wire¬ 
wrapping tool, wrap one of them to 
one lead of the resistor; wrap as high 
up on the lead as you can. With your 
cutters, detach a single pin from a 



Hardware connections. This is the hardware you’ll be 
working with — the pressure sensor and a resistor 
connected to the Arduino board. 
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Shopping list 

I Item 

Supplier 

Part Number 

Diagonal cutters 

www.dse.com.au 

T3580 

10K Ohm carbon-film resistors 

www.dse.com.au 

R0203 

Male header pins 

www.dse.com.au 

P2726 

Hookup wire 

www.dse.com.au 

W2282 

Wire-wrapping tool 

www.dse.com.au 


One 1/2-inch force-sensing resistor 

www.trossenrobotics.com 

S-20-1000-FS5 

Most of the items on this list can be found at electronics hobbyist 
stores like Dick Smith Electronics or Jaycar Electronics (catalogue 
numbers here are for Dick Smith. The one exception is the force¬ 
sensing resistor, which you’ll need to order from a specialist robotics 

supplier such as Trossen Robotics (see “Hotlinks”). 



row of male header pins. Wrap the 
end of the other wire to the short end 
of that pin. 

Now it’s time to hook it all together: 
Plug the end of the resistor that’s 
connected to the sensor pin into the 
hole on the Arduino board labelled 
Analog In 0. Put the male header pin 
that’s connected to the other sensor 
pin into the hole marked 5V. And the 
end of the resistor that isn’t connected 
to anything goes into one of the two 
connectors marked Gnd. (Your board 
should look like the one shown in the 
illustration “Hardware connections.”) 
Make sure that the pieces of hardware 
in Gnd and 5V aren’t touching, or you 
might get a short circuit. 

Finally, connect the Arduino board to 
your Mac through any standard USB 
A-to-B cable; avoid using a USB hub. 

Program the software, with 

the hardware connected, launch the 
Arduino application. Open the Tools 
menu and select your board from the 
Board submenu. Then open the Serial 
Port submenu and look for an entry 
that reads something like /dev/tty. 
usbserial-A4001 LBP If there’s just one 
such entry, select it. If there’s more 
than one, quit the Arduino program 
and unplug any non-essential USB 
gear. When you restart the application, 
you should see just one entry 
beginning with /dev/tty.usbserial. 

Now you’re ready to program the 
Arduino. The board uses a relatively 
straightforward programming 

ft O _AppleScript Proxy 


tinker.it! 




Messages 


ASProxy at work. Using Massimo Banzi’s 
free ASProxy, you can trigger simple 
AppleScript actions based on Arduino input 


language; if you’ve done any 
programming or scripting at all, you 
should be able to figure it out. A 
good reference guide is provided 
online (see "Hotlinks"). 

For this demonstration, I wrote a 
program (a sketch, in Arduino argot) 
that uses the sensor to detect how 
long you’ve been sitting down. 

Begin by choosing File: New in the 
Arduino software. A window should 
appear with a tab at the top. Click on 
the right-facing arrow in the upper right 
corner of that window, type a name (in 
my example, BreakTimer), and click 
on OK. Copy the code I’ve posted 
at AMW online (see "Hotlinks”), and 
paste it into the code window. 

Next, select File: Upload To I/O 
Board. Some lights on the Arduino 
board (labeled TX and RX) should 
flash. When the upload is complete, 
the out-put pane of the Arduino pro¬ 
gram should show something along 
these lines: "Binary sketch size: 3046 
bytes (of a 14336 byte maximum)." 

Now it’s time to test your sensor: If 
you’re attempting my BreakTimer 
project, click on Arduino’s Serial 
Monitor icon and apply pressure to 
the sensor. A letter D should appear in 
the Arduino status window. When you 
release the pressure, you should see a 
U. Apply pressure for 15 minutes (you 
can adjust that to a shorter interval 
for testing purposes), and you should 


see a B. Click on the Serial Monitor 
icon again to stop monitoring these 
messages. 

Now that the sensor is successfully 
communicating with your Mac through 
the Arduino board, you need to tell 
your Mac how to respond. One way is 
to use Massimo Banzi’s free ASProxy 
(see “Hotlinks”), which monitors 
your serial port for single-character 
messages and triggers AppleScript 
actions based on those messages 
(see the screenshot “ASProxy at work” 
for an example). 

Or you can download the Apple- 
Script add-in SerialPort X (see 
“Hotlinks”). After copying it into your 
user folder/Library/Scripting Additions, 
you can use it to write an AppleScript 
in Script Editor that monitors your 
serial port for input and triggers 
specific actions. Just make sure to 
save the script as an application and 
select Stay Open. 

The final word. This project is just 
one demonstration of the many things 
you can do with a microcontroller 
connected to your Mac. The Arduino 
board can talk to all kinds of sensors 
and other devices available from 
places such as Ocean Controls and 
Trossen Robotics (see "Hotlinks”). For 
more ideas, check out the Arduino 
site, particularly the Playground and 
Exhibition areas. — Brian Jepson 
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Myvu® is your personal, private viewing experience. 

Watch what you love, when you want - no one else to 
please. Connected to your iPod or portable media device, 
you’re treated to amazing video and sound. Perfect for 
travel, ideal for just getting away from it all no matter 
what you vu. 


Introducing Myvu® Crystal - 
featuring our best resolution 
and widest field of view. 

Plus they look hot. 


Buy online or find a retailer at DigitaliWear®.com.au 


02008 Myvu Corporation. Myvu is a trademark of Myvu Corporation. 

iPod is a trademark of Apple Computer Incorporated, registered in the US and other countries. 






















Download and preserve those files, photos, music 
and videos on your MAC or PC with Verbatim's 
advanced range of external hard drives. 

Known for offering top-notch optical and 
flash storage solutions our extensive range of 
hard drives are perfect for students, business 
professionals, graphic designers or anyone 
needing additional storage capacity. 

Choose from the 3.5" Desktop External Hard 
Drive or the 2.5" Portable Hard Drive - ideal for 
transferring files between home and office. 

All our drives include CMS BounceBack Express 
Backup Software, quick restore feature and 
automatic launch options. Rest assured, your 
memory is in good hands. 

Verbatim. For memory's sake. 


www.verbatim.com.au 


fit Verbatim 


















Play Flash games offline 


STM Query 
of the month 



Ho ttjnks 

hubpages.com/hub/How_to_Download_Flash_Games 

How to download Flash games 


My kids (six and eight years old) are visiting lego.com 
and playing all the games there on the site. All games 
are in flash format (swf) and play directly in the web 
browser. Every time they finish one game, they go to 
the next game and so on. This results in a large num¬ 
ber of downloads — so much that they used up all my 
monthly download quota two weeks into the month. I 
had to ban them from playing these games for the rest 
of the month. 

I even tried to educate them not to close the game 
window but rather open a new window for the new 
game and keeping the old one to go back to later. 
Didn’t work. 

How can I download these games and play them 
from the computer instead of from the net? I know 
that this is not the intention of the web site/game 
developers — they want me to check out all the ads, 
etc — but still ... 

Pelle-Plutt 
Via AMW forums 


Apparently you can do it in Firefox (see “Hotlinks”). 

— meinrosebud. Via AMW forums 


You can do it in Safari, as well. Create 
the link file as per the instructions at 
that page — you can use TextEdit, us¬ 
ing the Make Plain Text item in the For¬ 
mat menu, then saving with a “.html” 
extension instead of the standard 
“.txt”. Open the file in Safari, then either 
option-click on the link to download 
(instead of following the link), or right 
click on it to “Download Linked File”. 
— Sean McNamara 


Each month , STM (02 8338 0222) gives 
an Evolution backpack valued at $150 to 
the Australian Macworld reader who sends in 
the most intriguing query. 

Evolution is the next level in laptop protection, pre¬ 
sented in a comfortable, easy to use backpack large 
enough to accommodate a 15-inch laptop. 

Send your query to matthew.powell@niche.com.au. 
Include your full mailing address to be eligible to win 
the Evolution backpack. All queries and solutions are 
the sole property of Niche Media. ^ 


Print to Mac-connected printers from Windows 

Say you have a printer connected to your Mac that you the Bonjour for Windows utility. You’ll find a new Bonjour 

need to print to from Windows running either on a dedi- Printer Wizard on your Windows desktop. Launch it, and 

cated PC or through a virtual system operating under then click on Next to get to the Browse For Bonjour Print- 

Parallels Desktop or VMWare Fusion. One of the simplest ers screen. In the Shared Printers section of this screen, 

ways to do this — if the printer is Bonjour-capable — is you should see your shared Mac-connected printer. Se- 

to install Apple’s free Bonjour for Windows utility on the lect it, and then click on Next. 

PC side and then use Apple’s networking technology On the Install Bonjour Printer screen, you’ll probably see 

to connect to the printer (see the feature elsewhere in the Manufacturer as Generic and the Model as either Ge- 

this issue). neric/PostScript or Generic/PCL. Choose Generic/Post- 

But what if you don’t have a Bonjour-capable printer? You Script first — if that doesn’t work, you can try the PCL 

can still use Bonjour to get the job done; you just need option. If you want this to be your default printer, select 

to combine it with one additional Apple technology — that option, and then click on Next. Click on Finish. You’re 

printer sharing. in business. 

Launch System Preferences and go to the Sharing pane. Keep in mind that you won’t get the same full-featured Print 

On that pane, select the Printer Sharing option, and (if you dialog box that you’d get if you had the printer’s native print 

have more than one locally connected printer) select the driver installed. However, I had no trouble printing basic 

specific printer you’d like to share. Switch to your virtual text and images from Windows, 

or real Windows machine, and then download and install - Rob Griffiths 


www.macworld.com.au AMW June 08 059 i 



























Maximise windows with the keyboard 


There is no actual keyboard 
shortcut to maximise an already 
minimised app window. How¬ 
ever this following trick seems 
to work. 

When viewing an applica¬ 
tion window such as Safari, 
hit 3€-M to minimise the 
window onto the Dock. To 
maximise without using the 
mouse, hold down and 
hit tab. At this stage a bar will 
appear (the Application Selector) 
in the middle of the screen display¬ 
ing all the active applications. 

Here you can toggle through 
the apps with the arrow keys as 
long as you hold down the 
key. Toggle to Safari icon — and 
here’s the neat bit — when the 
Safari icon is highlighted, remain 
holding down the key, then 
press down option key as 


you release the key. The mini¬ 
mised window should maximise 
from the Dock. 

This trick can also start a new app 
window, but the app must be 
active first. 

Zamil Mattar, 

Randwick, NSW 

I haven’t actually been able to get 
this to work on my machine, but 
other users’ mileage may vary. 

— M.JC.P 

Each month, Microsoft gives a 
Bluetooth Notebook Mouse 5000 
valued at $70 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who submits (via 
e-mail or the web site) the best 
and most useful undocumented tip. 
Enjoy wireless freedom with the 
Bluetooth Notebook Mouse 5000 

- no transceiver to connect or 


lose! Keep USB ports free for other 
devices, and take it with you in a 
convenient carrying case. 
Microsoft’s high-definition laser 
technology means the mouse is 
more responsive, more precise and 
tracks more smoothly than stan¬ 
dard laser mouses. It also features 
a battery indicator light and an on/ 
off switch to conserve power when 
it’s not in use. The ergonomically- 
designed Bluetooth Notebook 
Mouse 5000 features four fully- 
configurable buttons and a scroll 
wheel. E-mail your tip with the 
subject header “Help reader tip", 
including your full name, address 
and phone number, to matthew. 
powell@niche.com.au or use the 
“Submit a tip" button on the Help 
section of www.macworld.com. 
au. All reader tips become the sole 
property of Niche Media. ^ 


Fast maths with Quick Look data 


In one particular case, there’s a more elegant way to 
solve the problem of using data from Quick Look. Say 
you’re peeking at a spreadsheet, and you just need to 
run a calculation on some of its numbers. If you launch 
Apple’s Calculator (/Applications), of course, the Quick 
Look window vanishes. You could use the calculator wid¬ 
get on the Dashboard (by pressing FI 2), but that’s not a 
true calculator. It actually works more like a limited adding 
machine, displaying results as soon as there’s enough 
data to calculate an answer. (As a quick example, try this 
calculation in both Calculator and the Dashboard widget: 
2 + 2 * 3. In mathematics, multiplication always comes 
first, so the correct answer is 8. Dashboard’s calculator 
will instead display 12.) 

In Leopard, though, you’ve got a third hidden calcula¬ 
tor that when activated won’t make the Quick Look 
window vanish: Spotlight. Spotlight’s ability to perform 
calculations means that you can use it while viewing 
the spreadsheet in Quick Look. Just activate Spotlight 
(1-spacebar), and then type your equation (see the 
screenshot “Quick Look maths”). As you type, Spotlight 


constantly calculates the answer, but it’s smart enough 
to handle our sample case correctly. When you first type 
2+2, you’ll see Spotlight showing 4 as the result. But 
as soon as you press the * key for multiplication, that 
answer disappears. Type 3, and Spotlight will display the 
proper answer, 8. 

— Rob Griffiths 





Quick Look maths. Quick Look windows vanish when you click in 
another program, making it hard to use their data. But if you just 
need to do a bit of maths, Spotlight’s new calculation abilities let 
you work around this problem 
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Dive into Leopard's Dictionary 


Mac OS X’s built-in dictionary and thesaurus make it easy 
to look up words in many programs. In Apple’s TextEdit or 
Mail, for instance, just control-click on a word and choose 
Look Up In Dictionary from the contextual menu. But Leop¬ 
ard added a few new tricks to the Dictionary program 
(/Applications). Here’s a tour. 

Technical assistance. Say a program’s Read Me file nat¬ 
ters on about Bonjour. Now you can use Leopard’s built-in 
technical dictionary to find out exactly what the term means. 
Just control-click on the word and choose Look Up In Dic¬ 
tionary, and you’ll soon see Apple’s definition. (Bonjour is a 
networking technology.) 

Community encyclopedia. Dictionary also includes a con¬ 
nection to the community-created Wikipedia encyclopedia, 
which contains over 2.2 million entries. Want to know more 
about the technology behind your Ethernet network? Look up 
Ethernet in Dictionary, and you’ll see the entire contents of 
Wikipedia’s entry on the subject, complete with illustrations, 
right there in the Dictionary window. 


Reference desk. Finally, Apple has added a tonne of 
reference material to Dictionary. Launch the program, 
click on the Dictionary button, and then select Go: Front/ 
Back Matter. The front and back matter of the New Oxford 
American Dictionary contain a tonne of information. On the 
useful side is a chemical elements chart; standard weights 
and measures; countries of the world; and a language 
guide complete with advice on spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. There’s even a list of cliches to avoid. When 
using these tools, remember that everything in Dictionary 
is a link. 

Customise your view. If you like, you can customise the 
names Dictionary uses for its resources, which is help¬ 
ful if you find the label Apple or Wikipedia unclear. To do 
so, control-click on one of the labels (for instance, Apple) 
and select Edit Label from the pop-up menu. Type a new 
name — say, Technical Dictionary — and then click on 
OK. Feel free whatever names suit your fancy, but keep 
in mind that longer names will make for a wider window 
— Rob Griffiths 
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SYMBIOTIC AUSTRALIA 


Robust and adaptable...POS t IM edges out in front when it comes to hitting the ground running and (providing) flexibility for your needs. 


POS*IM or LigntSpeed? 
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IM 


Plug in a printer & 
barcode scanner 


Install Software 


Choose your Mac 


Start Retailing! I 


POS*IM is cost-effective, tried, true & proven with thousands of installations. 
LightSpeed is ground-breaking new Point of Sale software with iTunes-like browser. 


POS*IM 

H \ ) Easy to Use, excellent workflow 

Over5000 POS*IM Single and Multi User 

Installations since 1990! Multi Store, Multi Site 

I ^ Mac and Windows compatible 

Suitable for all Retailers & Stock Managers 


Barcoding options 
Customisable reports 
Stock, Invoicing, Debtors... 
Integrates with accounting 
iPhone Integration available 


Lightspeed 

Great floating POS interface 
Multi Store, Multi Site 
Stock, Invoicing, Debtors 
Integrated Webstore 
Links to accounting software 


Touch Screen Capability available on iMacs. 

iPhone Reports Apple Eventable Automator Compatible 
Driver's Licence Scanning General Ledger Linking 


Call Symbiotic Australia on 03 9895 2999, or email sales@symbiotic.com.au 






































Quality Mac. Quality Interface. 
Studio Class Audio. 

Move up to professional quality audio recording and playback with industry standard products from companies 
that have been manufacturing audio gear for decades. Leopard compatible for all your favourite applications 
including GarageBand, Logic Studio 8, Soundtrack Pro 2 and Final Cut Pro. 



r In-built 
DSP Adds 
Processing 
k Power 


1014* 


1026* 


!■■■■■■■ 
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Record stereo 
tracks directly to 
WAV on your 
iPod 


Sends 
alii 6 tracks 
Individually to 
your Mac via 
USB 2.0 


Multitrack l|0 
& Controller for 
Recording 
Software 


US122L* 


US 144* 


* Bundled with Professional Recording Software 


Distributed by Electric Factory Pty Ltd 188 Plenty Road Preston VIC 3072 Tel: 03 9474 1000 

Prices & specifications subject to change. E & EO May 2008. GarageBand, Logic Studio 8, FinalCut Pro, SoundTrack Pro 2 © 2008 Apple Pty Ltd. All rights reserved. 
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Multitrack l|0, 
Controller & 
Powerful Live / 
Studio Mixer 
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THE SOUND YOU RECORD WILL DIRECTLY AFFECT HOW GOOD YOUR COMPLETED WORK IS. 


sQlesis Focusrite 




MultiPort* 


iMultimix 16 USB* 


Alesis MultiPort: 2 Ch. iPod Recorder $479 
Alesis iMultimix 8:16 Ch. iPod Recorder $749 
Alesis iMultimixl 6:16 Ch. iPod Recorder $1299 
Alesis MultiMix 8 USB 2.0: Multitrack l|0 $799 

Alesis MultiMix 16 USB 2.0 Multitrack l|0 $1249 
Alesis Master Control: Multitrack l|0 $1999 


This brand has been used and trusted by 
professionals since 1985.Their versatile range 
offers great flexible interface options. 


$999 

$1,299 


MultiMix USB 16* 


Alesis Ml 520 Studio Monitors (pair) 
Alesis l|02:2 Channel USB l|0 
Alesis l|014:14 Channel FWI|0 
Alesis l|026:26 Channel FW l|0 


MasterControl* 


Saffire LE: FW 4 Ch. I|0 $549 Saffire Pro l|0 10:10 Ch. FW l|0 

Saffire Classic : FW 4 Ch. I|0 with DSP $699 Saffire Pro l|0 26:26 Ch. FW ijo 

EQ, Compression, Reverb & Amp Modelling plug-ins all with zero impact on your CPU 


Tascam DM 3200: Digital Mixer w/ up to 32 Channels out via FireWire 
Tascam DM 4800: Digital Mixer w/ up to 64 Channels out via FireWire 


From $ 6,999 
From $10,999 


Great for 
schools & 
bands. 


FW 1884* 
$999 
$1699 
$2,499 


FireOne* 

US 122L: 2 Channel USBI|0 
US 144:4 Channel USB l|0 
US 1641:16 Channel USB l|0 
FireOne: 2 Ch. FW l|0 & Controller 


FW 1082* 


$339 

$399 

$849 

$649 


DM 3200 


FW 1804:18Ch.FW l|0 R/Mount 
FW 1082:10 Ch. FW l|0 & Controller 
FW 1884:18 Ch. FW l|0 & Controller 


CALL 03 94741000 FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER 


Focusrite was founded by the grandfather of quality studio sound, Rupert Neve. The pre amps built 
into the Saffire range of interfaces are some of the best available today. 


Works 
brilliantly 
with Logic 
Studio 8 


Saffire LE* 


Saffire Classic* 




Pro l|0 10 




• • % 


rro 


r : 


Saffire Pro 10 26 





































Use data from Quick Look 
windows 

Often I just want to glance at a file to find a tidbit of information, and Leop¬ 
ard’s Quick Look saves lots of time by letting me see a file’s contents without 
actually opening the file. One thing about Quick Look, though, is that its 
window is visible only in the Finder — as soon as you switch to another 
program, the window vanishes. This makes it rather tricky to use information 
from Quick Look in other programs. 

If you don’t want to resort to opening the file in its parent application, 
one quick-and-dirty work-around is to press 3€-shift-control-4 while in 
the Finder. This copies a screen-shot of the Quick Look window onto the 
Clipboard; you can then paste that image into your target program. If the 
destination program doesn’t accept images (if it’s a text editor, for in¬ 
stance), press Preview into service. Use its File: New From Clipboard com¬ 
mand to display the image quickly. Preview won’t vanish when you switch 
to the other program, so you’ll still have access to the data you need. 
— Rob Griffiths 


Navigate Quick Look 
from the keyboard 

Leopard’s Quick Look is a great way to, well, get a quick look at the contents 
of a file—text and pictures in a PDF or the gist of an audio file, for example. 
People generally highlight an item, press the spacebar to invoke Quick Look, 
and then dismiss the Quick Look window. But you can keep Quick Look 
front and center while you navigate the current directory with either your 
keyboard or your mouse; new items you select in the Finder will display 
in the Quick Look window as you go. All standard Finder keyboard 
shortcuts still work, too. ^ 


Press This... 

... To Do This 

Arrow keys 

Move left, right, up, or down in Index view. 

Left bracket ([) 

Display the first item in the directory. 

Tab 

Display the next item in alphabetical order. 

Shift-tab 

Display the previous item in alphabetical order. 

Letter keys 

Display the first item that begins with that letter. 

S-1 

Switch to Icon view. 

3€-2 

Switch to List view. 

3€-3 

Switch to Column view. 

3€-4 

Switch to Cover Flow view. 

S€-up arrow 

Move up through the folder hierarchy. 

3€-down arrow 

Move down through the folder hierarchy. 


Hot$nks 

www.manytricks.com/butler/ 

Butler, at your service 

Avoid 

unsolicited 

help 

With my MacBook I use a third-party 
full keyboard that includes a numeric 
keypad and navigational keys. 

In Firefox, Entourage and Excel 
(as well as in a number of other 
apps that bother me less because 
they involve less typing, such as 
iTunes and Toast) if I accidentally 
hit the Ins/Help key when aiming 
for the Delete key, then the Help 
window for that app pops up (just 
as it would for 3€+?). Intrusive and 
annoying. 

Word isn’t a problem, as it uses 
the Ins/Help key to toggle “insert” 
mode. 

I haven’t, so far, been able to 
find a way to unmap that key from 
inside the apps that use it like this. 
And it doesn’t appear to be some¬ 
thing that I can do from within Sys¬ 
tem Preferences either. 

Any suggestions? In an ideal 
scenario I would like to use the In¬ 
sert/Help key exclusively in Word/ 
word-processing apps for insert 
mode and disable it altogether for 
other apps. 

Thomasina, 

Via AMW forums 

Have you tried assigning some 
other, innocuous menu command 
to the Help key using the Keyboard 
System Preferences pane? 

Also, Butler (see “Hotlinks") 
may allow you to assign the De¬ 
lete function (or even the Delete 
keypress) to the Help key, so it 
doesn’t matter which key you 
hit when you mean to hit Delete. 
— Sean McNamara 
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Hotfnks 

www.macworld.com.au/forums 

Got a query or a tip? Here’s the place 


Copy files from Preview’s sidebar 


In Mac OS X 10.4 (Tiger) and earlier, if you dragged an image 
out of the sidebar in Apple’s Preview, it would vanish in a puff 
of smoke. However nothing would actually happen to the file. 
As of Leopard, Preview’s sidebar images are connected to 
the source files. When you drag a thumbnail from Preview’s 
sidebar to a folder in the Finder, you’ll create a copy. This new 
behaviour can be a time-saver — for instance, you can use 
Preview to scan a number of images and sort them into Keep 
and Recycle bins. Just drag the images you want to keep into 
your Keep folder, and you can do all your reviewing and sort¬ 
ing directly from Preview. — Rob Griffiths 



Copy paths from Finder selections 


There may be times — such as when you’re trying to con¬ 
vey to someone where a file can be found on their machine 
— when you need to put the path to some file or folder into 
another document. In both OS X 10.4 and 10.5, it turns out 
there are many ways to do this. So short of just typing out 
the full path, what exactly are your options? 

First, you can use the Services menu. In both 10.4 and 
10.5, the Services menu works in the Finder. With the ob¬ 
ject whose path you’d like to capture selected in the Find¬ 
er, choose Finder -> Services -> TextEdit -> New Window 
from Selection. A new TextEdit window will appear contain¬ 
ing the full path to the selected item. Press 3€-A to select it 
all, then 3€-C to place it on the clipboard. 

Another option is dragging the object from the Finder and 
dropping it into a TextEdit window (or a Terminal window). 
This will only work if your TextEdit document is in plain text 
mode — if you use rich text mode and drag in something 
TextEdit can open, such as a JPEG image file, the file will 
be opened. But with TextEdit set to plain text mode, you’ll 
instead see the path to the file or folder. Again, just select it 
and copy it to the clipboard, and you’re done. 

You can also copy any item (file or folder) in the Finder 
and paste it into Terminal. You’ll see the path on the com¬ 
mand line; you can then select it with the mouse and copy 
it. You can also press 3§-Space, then drag-and-drop the 
file into the Spotlight search box. Finally, you can drag a 
Finder window’s proxy icon — the small icon in the title bar 
of the window — into TextEdit (again, in plain text mode) 
to see the path to that folder. Select the path and copy it 
to your clipboard. 

But what about one-step solutions? Is there any one-step 
method of getting the currently-selected item’s path from 


the Finder to the clipboard? While not quite a built-in solu¬ 
tion, you can write a very simple AppleScript that will do 
this for you. Open Script Editor and enter these four lines: 

tell application "Finder" 

set sel to the selection as text 
set the clipboard to POSIX path of sel 
end tell 

Select File -> Save to bring up the Save dialog. Give your 
program a name (Get Path), save it somewhere safe (your 
user’s Documents folder), and set the File Format pop-up to 
Application, then click Save. Now navigate to the spot where 
you saved your four-line program, and drag it to the Dock 
or to a Finder’s sidebar or toolbar area. When you need the 
path to an item, first select that item, then click on your pro¬ 
gram’s Dock, sidebar, or toolbar icon. You’ll briefly see your 
program load into the dock, then quit. When it quits, switch 
to your target application and press 3€-V to paste the path. 

If you prefer, you can also easily make this AppleScript 
a Finder contextual menu plug-in. Launch Automator, cre¬ 
ate a blank workflow, and then drag the Automator -> Run 
AppleScript (Utilities -> Run AppleScript in 10.5) action 
to the work area. Replace the stock AppleScript text with 
the three-line script you see above, then choose File -> 
Save as Plug-in. In the new window that appears, give your 
plug-in a name (Copy Path to Clipboard), set the Plug-in 
For pop-up to Finder, and click Save. Switch back to the 
Finder, select something, Control-click on it, then select 
your new workflow from the list. Wait a second (watch the 
menu bar to see when the workflow has finished) and then 
switch to your target application and press 3€-V. 

I’m sure there are more ways to do this; these are just a 
few of the easier solutions. — Rob Griffiths 
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Meet Bento. 

The new personal database from FileMaker that's as easy to use as a Mac. 



Bento organises all your important information in one place 

So you can manage your contacts, coordinate events, track projects, prioritise tasks, and 
more - faster and easier than ever before. 


mm 


\ 


Bring it together 

Link your information from Address Book, iCal, iPhone and more. Organise just about every 
type of information you have, all in one place. 



See things your way 

Just drag and drop or point and click to change themes, columns displayed, label positions, 
text sizes, shading effects, alignment, and more. Now seeing, searching, and sorting your 
information is simpler and faster than ever before. 



Designed exclusively for Mac OS X Leopard 

Bento takes advantage of many of the new features of Leopard, including live linking to iCal 
data, core animation, advanced find, Time Machine backups, Quick Look, and multimedia 
features. 


Buy Bento at a store near you, or buy online at www.filemaker.com.au/bentoMac Only AU$79 (Inc GST) 


© 2008 FileMaker, Inc. All rights reserved. FileMaker, the file folder logo, Bento and the Bento logo are either trademarks or registered 
trademarks of FileMaker, Inc. in the US and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. FileMaker 

























Keith White 

has been a Mac 
addict since 1984 
and can’t fathom 
why anyone isn’t. 


Flick the switch 


The book begins with an introduction 
to Elements, focussing on the tech¬ 
niques you’ll need to use the maps to 
the full. These include layers, masks, 
making selections, drawing, painting 
and text, changing colours and using 
filters and FX. The purpose of this 
is for you to customise the maps for 
your own use, by creating various title 
pages for an archive of a holiday as a 
working example. You could also use 
the hide/reveal layers function as a 
quick geography quiz. In the third part 
of the book each map is catalogued 
in full colour as a reference. 

There are some copyright restric¬ 
tions but for personal use you’re pretty 
free. Suitable primarily for school 
and home use, this package is an 
enjoyable way to learn more about the 
geography of the world. 


Take Control of iWeb: iLife 
08 edition is a $US10 ebook which 
offers a quick and easy way to get the 
most out of a quick and easy piece of 
software. The major enhancements in 
iWeb 2 are revealed before you create 
and publish a simple site, which you 
then polish with textual and graphic 
elements. Blog? Podcast? Photos? 
Movies? Easy. Make money with ads, 
insert Google maps, add forms and 
even run an online store. Learn how to 
manage multiple iWeb sites and find 
where to go for more information. 

As with all Take Control ... titles the 
pages are specifically designed for 
easy onscreen reading and are exten¬ 
sively illustrated in colour. Abundant 
hyperlinks make it painless to stay 
on the trail of an information thread. 
Highly recommended. ^ 


Take Control 

Author Steve Sande 

<4 'Web: ilrfe '08 Edition 


Publisher TidBITS 

Publishing 

ISBN 1-933671-37-8 

RRP $US10 


Switching Author David Pogue 
to the Mac 



Publisher O’Reilly 
ISBN 9780596514129 
RRP $49.95 


Switching to the Mac — 
Leopard Edition in the Missing 
Manual series is a must for anyone 
who has just switched, or is consider¬ 
ing, switching operating systems. At 
around 600 pages, produced by a 
crack team headed up by Macmeis- 
ter David Pogue, there’s everything 
switchers need to know. Pogue 
acknowledges in the intro that some 
of the material has been adapted from 
Mac OS X: The Missing Manual — 
Leopard Edition, which we reviewed in 
AMW 03.2008, but this time he prom¬ 
ises a “much fatter, more in-depth 
guide to Mac OS X”. 

Pogue signposts three challenges 
before the Promised Land is reached: 
copying Windows stuff over to the 
Mac; putting together a suite of 
software to do what you used to do 
in Windows; and learning how Mac 
OS operates. A neat intro lists at 
length the key advantages of the Mac 
system followed by a much shorter list 
of the comparative downside. 

The first of five parts covers every¬ 
thing you see before you when you first 
boot up: Dock, Sidebar, icons, win¬ 
dows, menus and so on. The second 
attempts to replicate the details of your 
Windows existence on the Mac. This 
includes transferring files of all types, 
software, settings and even peripher¬ 
als. If all else fails, become a recidivist 
and learn how to run Windows on your 
Mac with Parallels or Fusion (extra). 

Or Boot Camp (included, though Win¬ 
dows itself obviously isn’t). 


Holgnks 

missingmanuals.com/cds/switchmacleopardmm 

The Missing CD 

www.takecontrolbooks.com/iweb.html 

iWeb ebook 


The third part of the book explores 
the Mac’s online persona. Set up a 
connection and then use Mail, Ad¬ 
dress Book, Safari and iChat. Then 
the fourth part delves deeper into the 
system and teaches you how to set 
up accounts for sharing a Mac and 
how to create a network for shar¬ 
ing files or even screens. A detailed 
section covers System Preferences, 
which parallels Windows’ Control 
Panel. There’s also a roller-coaster 
ride through the 50+ bonus programs 
that come bundled into Leopard. 

As with all Missing Manuals there’s 
an empty space inside the back 
cover for the Missing CD. Here you’re 
directed to the web site containing all 
the links to downloads mentioned in 
the book. There’s also a generous 90- 
page crash course in the iLife software 
suite and a quick review of the Backup 
program for .Mac account holders. 

Systematic, thorough and sensitive 
to the needs of Windows refugees this 
book covers all the bases from W to M. 



Author Graham Davis 
Publisher Ilex 
ISBN 9781905814206 
RRP $45.00 


Make your own Maps is 

a journey of a far different kind — a 
full-colour hardback with a DVD of 
multi-layered maps embedded in 
the cover. There are 160 maps on 
the disk with almost every country 
on earth as well as continents and 
oceans. The files are in Photoshop 
(.psd) format. To get full value from 
these you’ll need Photoshop or its 
cousin Photoshop Elements. Preview 
will open the files, but you can’t 
operate the layers —which can be 
switched on and off to add colour, 
borders, physical features, rivers, 
and place names. 


► 066 AMW June 08 


www.macworld.com.au 


























MAKE MUSIC PART OF YOUR MAC LIFE 


You might not have heard of us, but you’ve heard us. We’re 
grooving in your iPod, basking in your CD collection, blasting 
from video games, chattering on your TV, and punctuating 
the big screen. When it comes to sound, pros and aspiring 
pros alike use Digidesign® Pro Tools® systems to record and 
mix everything from chart-topping albums and band demos 
to sound for film, TV, video games, podcasts, and more. 

Pro Tools LE® makes it easy to turn your Mac into your own 
personal recording studio. Digidesign offers a wide variety 


sized Mbox® 2 Mini to the hands-on control of 003™— 
enabling you to connect guitars, mics, and more to your 
Mac, and capture high-quality performances in Pro Tools 
LE software. And because every Pro Tools LE recording 
system comes with over 60 effects and instrument plug-ins, 
applications, and more, you’ll have everything you need to 
create, mix, and promote your music. 

Ready to make your mark? Find the perfect Pro Tools LE 
system for you and your Mac at www.digjdesign.com call 


of Pro Tools LE-equipped audio interfaces—from the palm- us today on 1300 734 454. 



Mbox 2 Family 003 Family 


www.digidesign.com s) 2008 Avid Technology. Inc. All rights reserved. Avid, Digidesign, 003, 003 Rack, Mbox, Mbox 2, Mbox 2 Micro, Mbox 2 Mini, Mbox 2 Pro, Pro Tools, and Pro Tools LE are either 
trademarks or registered trademarks of Avid Technology. Inc. in the United States and/or other countries. Ipod, Mac, and the Apple logo are registered trademarks of Apple Computers, Inc. 
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View your 
options, make your 
choices. Australian 
Macworld puts 
latest-release 
hardware and 
software through 
its paces. 


High performance storage 

Not so much about space, but about time 




S ometimes it’s not so much a matter of storage 
space, but how quickly you can fill the space with 
data. This is particularly the case with video edit¬ 
ing. You still need lots of space but more importantly 
you need to be able to get the video on and off the drive 
at high speed. And if you’re out on location, you prob¬ 
ably want to use your MacBook Pro rather than haul 
along your Mac Pro desktop monster. Unfortunately, the 
notebook’s hard drive moves data only slightly better 
than half as fast as the desktop Macintosh. 

To the rescue comes this flock of external add-on drives 
with a speed advantage. They all use an interface that 
is much faster than even FireWire 800. Most are based 
on the same interface found inside your Mac, known 
as Serial Advanced Technology Attachment (SATA), but 


one uses a Mini Serial Attached SCSI (miniSAS) cable to 
support four SATA connections with just one cable. All 
but one of the models we tested also support multiple 
drives configured in a RAID array for even faster access 
to your data. 

On test. Taking their places in the lab were West¬ 
ern Digital’s My Book 1TB, LaCie’s Biggest Quadra 4TB, 
Acard’s ANS-9050E 5TB and PROAVIO’s EB8ms 4TB. 
All except the My Book are mini-towers with multiple 
hot-pluggable drive bays. The LaCie holds four drives 
and the Acard holds five disks of up to 1TB each in 
a variety of configurations, from just a bunch of disks 
(JBOD) through striped (RAID 0), mirrored (RAID 1) 
and redundant (RAID 5). RAID 5 provided the best 
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My Book 1TB 


Biggest Quadra 4TB 


Acard ANS-9050E 5TB 


PROAVIO EB8ms 4TB + 
HighPoint RocketRAID 3522 



High-performance desktop drive 

m 

Portable, well priced 
Not as fast as RAID 
eSATA, FireWire 400/800, USB 
$480 

Western Digital 0011 1800 6008 
6008 
Ian Yates 

www.westerndigital.com 




High-performance desktop drive 

m 

Also works as a NAS drive 
None 

GigaLAN, eSATA 
$3149 

Silicon Memory Technologies 
02 9417 7822 
Ian Yates 

www.siliconmemory.com.au 



High-performance desktop drive 

Screamingly fast — up to 650MB/S 

None 

miniSAS 

$3995 

Silicon Memory Technologies 
02 9417 7822 
Ian Yates 

www.siliconmemory.com.au 



performance so that was what we used for testing each 
drive’s raw throughput. The PROAVIO is an eight-bay 
mini-tower, which should provide adequate storage 
for most projects, and it also supports RAID 6 dual¬ 
parity configuration. 

More than just drives. Just in case you thought 
all SATA controllers are the same, our tests proved 
that the HighPoint RocketRAID 3522 included with the 
PROAVIO box is in a different league. The PROAVIO/ 
HighPoint combination whipped all the other drives 
to a virtual standstill in comparison, beating the next 
best drive by a factor of six in RAID 5 configuration. 
In fact, the PROAVIO running in RAID O mode was still 
three times as fast as the next fastest RAID 5 drive. 
The only downside with any of these drives is that you 
can’t get the performance without adding an interface 
card to your Macintosh. 

Apple Australia supplied AMW Lab with a Mac Pro 
fitted with dual Quad-Core Intel Xeon CPUs running at 
3.2GHz and 8GB of memory, probably just the sort of 
machine you’d choose for video editing work. Apple also 
supplied a 15-inch MacBook Pro, the kind of notebook 
likely to be taken on location for a video shoot. Silicon 
Memory Technology supplied us with standard eSATA 
controllers - a PCI card for the Mac Pro and an Express 
card for the MacBook. 

Both the Western Digital My Book and the LaCie Big¬ 
gest Quadra include FireWire and USB ports on the back 
of the box, so they can be used with any Macintosh 
without the need to install a SATA controller card. How¬ 
ever, the My Book drive performed about fifteen percent 
faster than FW800 when writing data via the SATA in¬ 


terface. Reading the data back was about the same speed 
with FW800 port as the SATA controller. Of course the 
USB port operates at half the speed of FW800 and pro¬ 
duced throughputs to match. 

The surprise here was the LaCie Biggest Quadra, which 
hardly went any faster than its performance on FW800 
when attached via the SATA controller, in either the 
MacBook or the Mac Pro. In fact the internal hard drive 
of the Mac Pro could move data about 50 percent faster 
than the LaCie drive, despite the LaCie being in a RAID 5 
configuration. The LaCie drive proved faster than the in¬ 
ternal drive on the MacBook Pro but still wasn’t a match 
for the single drive My Book connected via SATA. 

Stepping up to the Acard ANS-9050E improved the 
performance to about double the speed of the internal 
disk in the MacBook Pro and about 50 percent faster 
than the Mac Pro’s internal drives. Although the Acard 
provides a GigaLAN interface, its performance via the 
network was not in the same league as its direct-connect 
performance, so this mode should be considered more 
for convenience of sharing data than for raw perfor¬ 
mance. However, it still makes it possible to use a single 
drive box to perform dual duty, giving eveiyone a place 
to store and share files while still providing better than 
average performance when directly connected. 

Speed champ. The performance king in this line¬ 
up was the PROAVIO 8-bay tower. This impressive box 
isn’t exactly portable, except in a road case of the type 
favoured by musicians and film crew, but it certainly 
performs when teamed with the HighPoint RocketRAID 
3522 controller. Unfortunately there isn’t a suitable con¬ 
troller for the MacBook Pro, so if you plan on taking the 
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Expresscard SATA controlled 


PCI-E SATA Controller 


eSATA PCI Express Card 


“NoteBook is a must-have if 
you’re using your computer 
as a true digital hub” 

Tera Patricks, Mac360.com 


interface adapter 

m 

Adds eSATA to notebooks 
Need to download drivers 
eSATA x2 
$179 

Silicon Memory Technologies 
02 9417 7822 
Ian Yates 

www.siliconmemory.com.au 




Interface adapter 

m 

Works with Intel and G5 Mac Pro 
Need to download drivers 
eSATA x2 
$99 

Silicon Memory Technologies 
02 9417 7822 
Ian Yates 

www.siliconmemory.com.au 


Interface adapter 

m 

Drivers for Mac on CD 

None 

eSATA x2 

$79 

LaCie Australia 02 9669 6900 
I 

an Yates 

www.lacie.com/au 



“NoteBook is now open on 
my desktop all the time ” 

Shawn King, Host/Exec. 
Producer, Your Mac Life 



^.cVccusp* 


PROAVTO on location, you need to plan on taking your 
Mac Pro desktop behemoth with you, along with screen, 
keyboard and mouse. Once set up, this combination can 
move data at speeds up to 650MB/s, which is over nine 
times faster than the Mac’s internal disks can manage. 

Moving large files feels almost instantaneous with this 
drive and this performance is highly addictive. Make 
sure you can afford to keep the unit should you decide 
to evaluate it before purchase, as you will probably re¬ 
sort to any means to stop the thing leaving your posses¬ 
sion. For video editing of very large projects this drive 
and controller combination is far and away better value 
than Apple’s offering of a SCSI RAID controller and four 
300GB internal drives. That will set you back $4700 and 
provide 1.2TB of storage operating up to 250MB/s. The 
PROAVTO gives you more than double the storage, more 
than double the throughput and costs under $4000. You 
just need the extra room alongside your Mac Pro to park 
the eight-bay mini-tower. Unless your real estate costs 
are very high, this one is what they call a no-brainer. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Get the 

PROAVTO if you need the best performance available, 
and can afford it. The base model Mac Pro costs $3999 
and adding the PROAVTO will double your investment 
costs. However, it still beats what Apple has to offer for 
bang for your buck. If you need to go on location and 
want to use a notebook, then the Western Digital My 
Book offers excellent value for money and although not 
as portable as the MacBook Pro it will easily fit into 
a backpack. If you need to go a bit faster on location 
and don’t mind humping the Acard, then you’ll get a lot 
more space and be able to access it a lot faster. ^ 



CIRCUS PONIES 

NOTE )OOK 

organization for a creative mind 


NoteBook is available at: 

Apple Store 


www.macworld.com.au 


































20-inch iMac Core 2 Duo/2.4GHz 


20-inch iMac Core 2 Duo/2.66GHz 


24-inch iMac Core 2 Duo/2.8GHz 


Type 


All-in-one consumer desktop computer 


All-in-one consumer desktop computer 


All-in-one consumer desktop computer 

Rating 




«« 



Pros 


Compact, all-in-one design; built-in wireless 
capabilities; considerable speed boost over previous 
analogous model 


Compact, all-in-one design; built-in wireless capa¬ 
bilities; good video frame-rate performance; better 
value for the money than the low-end model 


Compact, all-in-one design; built-in wireless capa¬ 
bilities; big, beautiful screen; good video frame-rate 
performance 

Cons 


Viewing angle not as good as on the 24-inch model; 
glossy screen may frustrate some users; only 1GB 
of RAM 


Viewing angle not as good as on the 24-inch model; 
glossy screen may frustrate some users 


Glossy screen may frustrate some users 

RRP 


$1599 


$1999 


$2399 

Manufacturer 


Apple, Inc 


Apple, Inc 


Apple, Inc 

Distributor 


Apple Australia 133 622 


Apple Australia 133 622 


Apple Australia 133 622 

Reviewer 


Roman Loyola 


Roman Loyola 


Roman Loyola 

Hot links 


www.apple.com/au/imac 


www.apple.com/au/imac 


www.apple.com/au/imac 



20- and 24-Inch Aluminium (Macs 
(2008 Edition) 

Apple speeds up its all-in-one Mac 


F inally, eight months after the aluminium iMac 
made its debut, Apple has released an update to 
its flagship consumer desktop model. Under the 
bonnet, the new iMacs differ significantly from the 
original aluminium iMac, and those differences result in 
speed increases. 

Speed bumps. On the outside, nothing has changed, 
and the iMac is still available in 20- or 24-inch alumin¬ 
ium-encased models. The major changes involve the In¬ 
tel Core 2 Duo (Peniyn) processor now at the heart of 


the iMac. Penryn speeds start at 2.4GHz (the speed of the 
previous high-end standard iMac’s processor), and in¬ 
clude 2.66GHz, 2.8GHz, and 3.06GHz (the 3.06GHz chip 
is available in the iMac as a build-to-order option). The 
previous iMac processor speeds were at 2GHz and 2.4GHz, 
with a 2.8GHz Core 2 Extreme build-to-order option. 

However, a slate of internal improvements have facili¬ 
tated a performance spike in the standard models that 
makes them an especially good value for people looking 
to upgrade. For example, Apple boosted the system bus 
speed from 800MHz in the previous iMac to 1066MHz 
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Speedmark 5 
OVERALL SCORE 

Adobe Photoshop CS3 
SUITE 

Cinema 4D XL 10.5 
RENDER 

Compressor 
MPEG-2 ENCODE 

iMovie HD 
AGED EFFECT 

iTunes 7.5 
MP3 ENCODE 

Quake 4 
FRAME RATE 

Unreal Tournament 2004 
FRAME RATE 

Finder 
ZIP ARCHIVE 

20-inch iMac 

2 Duo/2.4GHz 

230 

0:59 

0:54 

1:45 

0:47 

1:02 

30.9 

78.7 

4:26 

20-inch iMac Core 

2 Duo/2.66GHz 

254 

0:50 

0:48 

1:36 

0:42 

0:56 

68.4 

110.9 

4:08 

24-inch iMac Core 

2 Duo/2.8GHz 

268 

0:48 

0:45 

1:31 

0:40 

0:53 

68.1 

114.5 

3:48 

24-inch iMac Core 

2 Duo/3.06GHz* 

279 

0:47 

0:43 

1:21 

0:36 

0:49 

86.9 

111.2 

3:36 

20-inch iMac Core 

2 Duo/2GHz (August 2007) 

204 

1:03 

1:06 

2:17 

0:58 

1:10 

31.4 

66 

5:17 

20-inch iMac Core 

2 Duo/2.4GHz (August 2007) 

239 

0:54 

0:54 

1:56 

0:49 

0:58 

61.9 

90.2 

4:14 

24-inch iMac Core 

2 Duo/2.4GHz (August 2007) 

238 

0:54 

0:55 

1:57 

0:49 

0:58 

61.7 

81.1 

4:30 

24-inch iMac Core 268 

2 Extreme/2.8GHz (August 2007)* 

0:48 

0:47 

1:45 

0:41 

0:50 

61.9 

97.8 

3:45 

Mac Pro Xeon/2. 

8GHz (eight-core) 

301 

0:49 

0:15 

0:51 

0:32 

0:48 

74.3 

109.8 

3:51 


> Better 

< Better 

< Better 

< Better 

< Better 

< Better 

> Better 

> Better 

< Better 


Best results in red. Reference systems are in italics. * Build-to-order configurations. 

Speedmark 5 scores are relative to those of a 1.5GHz Core Solo Mac mini, which is assigned a score of 100. Adobe Photoshop, Cinema 4D XL, Compressor, iMovie, iTunes, and Finder scores are 
in minutes:seconds. All systems were running Mac OS X 10.5.2 with 2GB of RAM, unless otherwise indicated. The Photoshop Suite test is a set of 14 scripted tasks, using a 50MB file. Photoshop’s 
memory was set to 70 percent and History was set to Minimum. We recorded how long it took to render a scene in Cinema 4D XL. We used Compressor to encode a DV file that was 6 minutes and 
26 seconds, using the DVD: Fastest Encode 120 minutes - 4:3 setting. In iMovie, we applied the Aged Film effect from the Video FX menu to a one-minute movie. We converted 45 minutes of AAC audio 
files to MP3, using iTunes’ High Quality setting. We ran the net timed demo in Quake 4 at 1024x768 with high-quality settings and multiprocessing enabled. We used Unreal Tournament 2004’s Antalus 
Botmatch average-frames-per-second score; we tested at a resolution of 1024x768 pixels at the Maximum setting with both audio and graphics enabled. We created a Zip archive in the Finder from a 2GB 
folder. For the Professional Application Multitasking suite, we recorded how long it took Photoshop to run our standard test suite while a longer Cinema 4D task and our Compressor Encode test ran in the 
background. — Macworld Lab testing by Brian Chen, James Galbraith, and Jerry Jung 


in the new iMac. The system bus plays a major role 
in communications between the processor and system 
memory, which can make everyday computing faster. 
And, speaking of memory, the standard configuration of 
the 2.66GHz and 2.8GHz iMaes has been raised to 2GB, 
installed as a pair of 1GB SO-DIMMs rated at 800MHz. 
The 2.4GHz iMac has only 1GB of 800MHz RAM, but 
Apple installs it as a single SO-DIMM so you can add 
more RAM without having to replace the SO-DIMM the 
system ships with. 

The new iMacs use the now-familiar Santa Rosa chip 
set — the fourth-generation Intel Centrino platform 
(combining the processor, chip set, and wireless inter¬ 
face) - found in previous iMac models. The next-gener¬ 
ation Centrino platform, code-named Montevina, won’t 
be released until later this year. 

The hard-drive capacities of the standard configu¬ 
rations haven’t changed. The low-end iMac is still at 
250GB, while the other models have 320GB hard drives. 

Screen and video. Apple hasn’t changed the iMac’s 
glossy screen. While the 24-inch iMac has an 8-bit wide¬ 
screen TFT active-matrix LCD that displays millions of 


colours, the 20-inch iMacs use 6-bit wide-screen TFT 
active-matrix LCDs, achieving millions of colours by 
dithering. And like the previous 20-inch iMac, the new 
20-inch iMacs show strong colour and contrast shifts 
when viewed at an angle instead of straight on. 

Apple still uses ATI’s Radeon HD 2400 XT with 128MB 
of RAM in the low-end iMac. Both the 2.66GHz and 
2.8GHz iMacs use ATI’s Radeon HD 2600 Pro with 
256MB of memory. The 3.06GHz build-to-order iMac 
features a new video card for the iMac line: Nvidia’s 
512MB GeForce 8800 GS. 

Performance. Macworld Lab ran the three new 
standard iMacs through our customary suite of tests 
to gauge performance improvements on the previous 
generation. The new 2.8GHz 24-inch iMac showed a 
30-point (13 percent) Speedmark improvement on the 
previous high-end model, a 24-inch 2.4GHz iMac. 
However, this new high-end iMac posted the same 
Speedmark score as the previous build-to-order model, 
a 2.8GHz 24-inch model. The new low-end iMac, a 
2.4GHz 20-inch model, had a Speedmark score that was 
26 points higher (13 percent faster) than the previous 
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low-end model, a 2GHz 20-inch iMac. Also, the new 
2.4GHz 20-inch iMac scored 9 points lower than the 
older midrange iMac, a 2.4GHz 20-inch model. But as 
we pointed out in our earlier Macworld Lab benchmark 
report of the new iMacs, the older 2.4GHz 20-inch 
iMac that we tested had a larger hard drive and a better 
graphics card than the new entry-level model, which 
explains the speed difference. There’s a considerable 
performance gap between the 2.66GHz 20-inch iMac 
and the 2.4GHz 20-inch model. The 2.66GHz model’s 
Speedmark score was 24 points higher than the 2.4GHz 
model, a 10 percent difference. If you spend the extra 
money for the 2.66GHz model, you not only get a speed 
boost, but also more RAM (2GB versus 1GB), a bigger 
hard drive (320GB versus 250GB), and a better video 
card (256MB Radeon HD 2600 PRO versus a 128MB 
Radeon HD 2400 XT). 

Long-time Mac users remember the days when 3GHz 
on the desktop seemed like an unobtainable goal — but 
that was the era of the PowerPC and single-core pro¬ 
cessors. The 3GHz desktop Mac arrived in the form of 
the Mac Pro, and now, a 3GHz - or 3.06GHz, to be 
exact - system is available in the iMac lineup as a 
build-to-order option starting at $2999. The 3.06GHz 


iMac’s Speedmark score was only 11 points higher 
than both the old 2.8GHz build-to-order iMac and the 
new 2.8GHz model, a meagre 4 percent. However, the 
3.06GHz build-to-order iMac really separates itself 
from the new 2.8GHz iMac in graphics performance; 
the 3.06GHz iMac, with its 512MB GeForce 8800 GS 
graphics card, blasted by the 2.8GHz iMac with its 
256MB Radeon HD 2600 Pro by 18.8 frames per second 
(28 percent) in our Quake 4 test and clocked in at 11 
percent faster in the Compressor test. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. The new 

iMacs are faster than the previous models. But the one 
major thing we didn’t like about the first-generation al¬ 
uminium iMac — the poor viewing angle on the 20-inch 
screen - hasn’t changed for the better. Still, our praise 
of the previous aluminium iMac still applies: The iMac 
offers enough features for both general consumers and 
professionals. 

The 2.66GHz 20-inch iMac offers a nice blend of price 
and performance; it’s a better value than the 2.4GHz 
iMac. The 2.8GHz iMac, in all its 24-inch glory, is a 
stunning machine and is bound to make an impression 
in your home or office. ^ 
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EyeTV 3 


Type 


TV tuner software 

Rating 


m 

Pros 


Beautiful, Mac-like interface; compatible with many different TV tuners; IceTV EPG 
integration; full-screen menus; Apple Remote compatibility; Smart Guides 

Cons 


No support for other video formats like DivX; exporting to iTunes can be slow; 
limited control over quality of recording 

OSX 


10.2 or later 

Processor 


Universal 

RRP 


€79.95; Upgrade €39.95 

Publisher 


ElGato 

Distributor 


Available online from numerous sources 

Reviewer 


Danny Gorog 

Hot links 


www.elgato.com 


For stylish, 



FUNCTIONAL, 



EyeTV 3 

Must-have for TV buffs 

E yeTV 3 is the latest upgrade 
to ElGato’s great TV software 
for Mac and is a substantial 
upgrade - in terms of look, feel and 
functionality - to the previous ver¬ 
sion. Certainly, if you use your Mac 
as a PVR (Personal Video Recorder) 
then EyeTV 3 is a must-have. 

The biggest and most substantial 
change in EyeTV 3 is that it lets you navigate through the on-screen menu 
in full screen with a mouse and a remote. If you’ve ever used Front Row 
you’ll be used to using EyeTV in full-screen mode. 

Many EyeTV customers like to travel with their Mac and digital tuner (of 
which ElGato supports most devices on the market) and now there’s an easy 
way to keep track of the channels you like to watch in different regions with 
a feature called Channel Lists. You simply create folders of favourite channels 
and drag channels (from the main Channels library) to the folder. You could set 
up custom lists for Melbourne and Los Angeles, for instance. 

ElGato has also attempted to update the visuals of EyeTV 3 to support Leop¬ 
ard, and newer products like the iPod Touch, iPhone and Apple TV. Cover Flow 
has been added as a browsing option, and there is now an “Export to” drop¬ 
down (with AppleTV and iPod) whenever you make a recording. 

EyeTV 3 lets you share programs you record on one computer with other 
users. You can also share content over WiFi for playback in Safari or on an iPod 
Touch or iPhone. 

EyeTV 3 should be included with any new digital TV tuner you buy for 
your Mac (and if it isn’t choose another device). 



INTELLIGENT 
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fdr Mac, iPdd 



AND IPHDNE. 


case mate 


New to Australia. 


Australian Macworld’s buying advice. EyeTV 3 is a substantial up¬ 


grade. With seamless integration to the IceTV EPG, better on-screen con¬ 
trols, and expanded export functionality EyeTV 3 is a must-have Mac app. If 
EyeTV 3 had support for other video codecs too it could easily be used as a 
stand-alone media centre application. ^ 
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Fdr exclusive on-line sales 
WWW.MACS-4--U.CDM 

Fdr trade enquiries cdntact 
Vince Rice dn D41 1 75 99 22 
DR VINCE@PDCKITS.CDM.au 
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Pastor 1.8 

Simple utility works well 
and it’s free 


W e’ve covered a few ways 
to securely store per¬ 
sonal data; for example, 
1 Password and Steel are excellent 
utilities with lots of features, and 
1 Password’s browser integration 
is unsurpassed. But if you’re look¬ 
ing for something simpler - just an 
easy-to-use utility for storing pass¬ 
words, software licenses, and similar 
information - Markus Mehlau’s free 
Pastor 1.8 (donations accepted) is a 
good alternative. 

Pastor is essentially a database 
program designed for the specific 
purpose of storing this type of info. 
On the left side of Pastor’s window 
is your list of records. On the right 
is the information for the current record: entry name; 
URL; user ID, name, or login; password, serial number, or 
PIN, and notes. Click on the Add Entry button to create 
a new record. 

Pastor automatically sorts entries for easier browsing, 
and while there’s no search field, typing the first few let¬ 
ters of a record’s name selects that record. 

You can copy to the Clipboard the user/name/login 
field or the password/serial/PIN field by clicking the re¬ 
spective Copy button; similarly, you can visit the URL for 
a record by clicking on the Visit button. (While browsing 
records, the password field is obscured by default, but 
you can view the actual password by moving the mouse 
cursor over the Password field.) 

Pastor stores its data in RC4-encrypted document files. 
An advantage to this document-centric approach is that 


Generate Password 


Type Q Alphabetic 
Q Numeric 
@ Alphanumeric 
Q Hexadecimal 
Q Speakable 

Options M Mixed Case 

CC Allow Duplicates 
M Include Symbols 

Length 8 0 Characters 

w 

^ Generate Password ^ 
Password ox*T8Epy [Copy] 


you can keep different types of data - for example, work 
and personal - in different Pastor documents. On the 
other hand, a potentially-confusing behaviour is that 
Pastor doesn’t automatically open a document when 
you launch the program; you’ll need to open the de¬ 
sired document manually. (The easy workaround is to 
launch Pastor by opening the desired document itself 
rather than by launching the program directly.) When 
opening a Pastor document, you must provide the docu¬ 
ment’s password. 

Password generator. A useful bonus feature is 
Pastor’s built-in password generator. Click on Generate 
Password (or press J€+G) and Pastor will generate a se¬ 
cure, random password based on the criteria you set. For 
example, I chose to create an eight-digit alphanumeric 
password, using mixed letter case, and including sym¬ 
bols from a list I provided; the resulting password was 
ox%T8Epy. Click on Copy to copy your newly-created 
password to the Clipboard for use elsewhere. (I’d like to 
see an option to insert the newly-generated password 
automatically into the current record.) 

If you want a textual list of your data, Pastor lets you 
export it (after providing the password for the docu¬ 
ment) as an unenciypted, tab-separated text file. Just 
be sure to store this file in a safe place, such as an en¬ 
crypted disk image or a physical disk that’s itself stored 
in a secure location. 

Unfortunately, there’s no way to import data; for ex¬ 
ample, from a spreadsheet or text file. I also wish Pas¬ 
tor offered more keyboard shortcuts and better keyboard 
navigation — there’s no shortcut for Add Entry, and you 
can’t use the Tab key to navigate Pastor’s interface, as 
you can with many other Mac programs. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Of course, 

you could just use Mac OS X’s Keychain Access utility 
(in /Applications/Utilities) to store this type of data in 
your keychain. But Pastor’s interface makes it easier to 
browse, view, and copy serial and registration numbers. 
And its password generator is a great bonus. 

M © © PastorTestFile.pastor CD 

[ jrL ef jk. 

Add Cntry Delete Unlocked Generate Password 

Name of Entry 
Comcast Email 

URL 

www.comcast.net | Visit j 

User ID, Name, Login 

joeschmo | Copy 

Password. Serial Number. PIN 
loxXTSEpy ^ | [Copy] 

Notes 

POP mail.comcast.net 
SMTP smtp.comcast.net 


.Mac account 
Airfoil 3 

Amnesty Singles 
Audio Hijack Pro 
Bank account PIN 
BBEdit 
Bento 
Buddy Pop 
Busy Sync 
CandyBar 3 
ChronoSync 
Comcast Email 
Compress Files 
CoverSutra 
DarkAdapted X 
Data Backup 3 
Data Recyder X 
Data Rescue X 
Default Folder X 
Delicious Library 
DiskWarnor 
Document Palette 
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AppMenuBoy 

1.0.0 

Makes launching 
applications simple 


A lthough there are many ways to launch a pro¬ 
gram in Mac OS X other than double-clicking 
the program’s icon, one simple approach has 
been popular since the early days of Mac OS X: drag¬ 
ging your Applications folder to the Dock. When you do 
this, a simple click on that folder’s Dock icon in Leopard 
brings up a hierarchical menu of the contents of /Appli¬ 
cations; choose a program from that menu to launch it. 

If this is your preferred approach, you’re a prime can¬ 
didate for David Phillip Oster’s AppMenuBoy, a prod¬ 
uct of the Google policy that allows Google engineers 
to spend 20 percent of their time on personal projects. 


AppMenuBoy is, quite simply, a program that gives you, 
as its Dock menu, a hierarchical menu of the programs 
in your Applications folder. 

Why is AppMenuBoy necessary, given the Applica- 
tions-folder-in-the-Dock option I mentioned above? 
AppMenuBoy adds two useful features: First, it displays 
only programs; for example, if your Applications folder 
contains any documents or other non-program files, or 
sub-folders containing such files, those items don’t ap¬ 
pear in AppMenuBoy’s Dock menu; only programs, and 
sub-folders containing programs, appear. A good ex¬ 
ample of this behaviour is the AppleWorks folder, which 
contains ten items on my Mac. Second, if you’ve got a 
folder inside /Applications that contains only a single 
program, or a single program and a mix of documents, 
AppMenuBoy pulls that program into the main menu, 
liberating it from a sub-menu. 

Together, these two features mean that AppMenuBoy’s 
menu is much cleaner than one provided by dragging 
the Application folder to the Dock - and, thus, much 
more useful as a makeshift “application launcher.” 

AppMenuBoy is still a 1.0 program. Its menu includes 
no program icons (although, oddly, AppMenuBoy pro¬ 
vides a menu-bar Apps menu, visible when AppMenuBoy 
is the active application, that does display these icons). 
And AppMenuBoy creates its menu only when you first 
launch the program, so the menu doesn’t automatically 
update if you add items to or delete items from the Ap¬ 
plications folder; you need to quit and relaunch App¬ 
MenuBoy for such changes to be reflected in the menu. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. For those 

who’ve been using the old Applications-folder-in-the- 
Dock trick for accessing their programs, AppMenuBoy is 
a less-cluttered alternative. ^ 



“The best Business 
System in the World!” 

AccountancyAge gave HansaWorld the prize for the best 
Mid-range Software Package. 

"Really innovative" - "incredibly wide-ranging ” - "excellent overall functionality" 


HansaWorld Australia Pty Ltd 

Tel: +612 9283 9845, www.hansaworld.com 
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Return to Dark Castle 

Type 


Game 

Rating 


W '/2 

Pros 


Multiple difficulty levels; integrated demo engine; low system requirements 

Cons 


Dated old school style is quaint; promised level editor hasn’t been delivered 

OSX 


10.3,10.4,10.5 

Processor 


Universal 

RRP 


$US30 

Publisher 


Super Happy Fun Fun 

Distributor 


Available online 

Reviewer 


Peter Cohen 

Hot links 


www.superhappyfunfun.com 


Return to 
Dark Castle 

After a long wait, it’s here 

Y ou young whippersnappers wouldn’t know it, but 
back in my day, the Mac was an awesome game 
platform. When “cutting edge” gaming on the PC 
involved big coloured blocks on-screen, lousy sound ef¬ 
fects and barely recognisable animation, the Mac (even 
with its 9-inch, 512x384 pixel resolution, black and 
white screen) could show marvellously detailed graphics 
and played back digitised audio. 

One of the first companies to recognise the Mac’s poten¬ 
tial was Silicon Beach Software, and one of their first big 
Mac hits was a game called Dark Castle, a platform action 
game in which you, as Duncan, travel through a haunted 
castle to conquer the evil Black Knight. 

It was popular enough to spawn a sequel, Beyond 
Dark Castle. Years later, Delta Tao released a colour 
version of the game. Then, back in 2000, Z Sculpt an¬ 
nounced that it was developing another proper sequel, 
Return to Dark Castle. 

As the years went by, Z Sculpt would occasionally 
drop a new beta version or update the status of the 
game, but it seemed like Return to Dark Castle joined 3D 
Realms’ Duke Nukem Forever as vapourware. But all that 
changed when Super Happy Fun Fun, which had previ¬ 
ously released Dark Castle for mobile phones, announced 
plans to release Z Sculpt’s game. Return to Dark Castle is 
finally here, but is it worth the wait? 

All told, Return to Dark Castle features more than 50 
new levels, 30 of them are “classic” levels that have been 
remastered from Dark Castle and Beyond Dark Castle and 
integrated into a new quest. There are secret rooms to 
explore and mini games to play, labyrinths and mazes, 
new weapons, power ups, and lots more to appeal to ex¬ 


perienced Dark Castle and Beyond Dark Castle players. 

Mac gamers who have grown up in the modern era 
are likely to find many of Return to Dark Castle’s em¬ 
bellishments quaint; the game still sports a fixed reso¬ 
lution of 640x480 pixels, for example, though it can 
be switched in and out of full-screen mode. The graph¬ 
ics are still bitmapped; even the basic interface of the 
game is extraordinarily “classic” Mac-like. 

Gameplay is surprisingly challenging, especially at 
higher difficulty levels. Game controls are fairly easy to 
remember; most of the controls are clustered around the 
WASD keys, and the mouse is used for aiming and firing 
your weapon. Z Sculpt developed its own software for 
managing input from game controllers, which you can 
download and install if you want to use a gamepad or 
another device besides the mouse and keyboard 

Return to Dark Castle has very modest system require¬ 
ments, as long as you’re running OS X 10.3 (Panther) or 
better. It should run on anything better than a 500MHz 
G3 or faster, and is a Universal binary so it’ll even run 
natively on Intel Macs. What’s more, a playable demo is 
available so you can give it a try before you plunk down 
your money. 

That $US30 price tag is my own major criticism of 
the game. I don’t want to diminish Z Sculpt’s effort on 
this game, or Super Happy Fun Fun’s desire to support 
the Mac, but the bar has raised significantly in term of 
what we expect from a commercial or shareware re¬ 
lease. Ultimately, Return to Dark Castle offers a lot of 
nostalgia value for old-school Mac gamers, but carries 
too high a price. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Return to 

Dark Castle is a lot of fun for gamers who remember 
this series from their younger days, but may not appeal 
to newer gamers who have grown up with more sophis¬ 
ticated gaming expectations. Now get off my lawn you 
young punks, before I call the cops. ^ 
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Back down to the pit. You’ll visit this room a lot when you first get 
started in Return to Dark Castle. 
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Avid 
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i Designwyse , 

Professional Computer Solutions 


PH: +65 6476 7666 

Web: www.avid-australia.com.au 

Page: 83 

1 1 1 

PH: 1800 334 684 

Email: sales@designwyse.com.au 

Web: www.designwyse.com.au | 1 

l Pages: 4 & 5 ( 

1 1 

PH: 0411 75 99 22 

Web: www.macs-4-u.com 

Page: 75 


/) digidesign 
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PH: 133 622 
Web: www.apple.com.au 

Pages: 2 & 3 


PH: 1300 734 454 
Web: www.digidesign.com 

Page: 67 


PH: 815 308 7001 
Email: sales@newertech.com 
Web: www.newertech.com/int 

Pages: 6 & 7 


BELKIN. 

PH: 02 4350 4600 
Web: www.belkin.com/au 

Page: 49 




PH: 61 3 9474 1000 
Email: sales@elfa.com.au 
Web: www.elfa.com.au 

Page: 62 
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PH: 815 338 8658 
Email: sales@macsales.com 
Web: www.owcomputing.com/ 

Pages: 6 & 7 


aRCUS 


rpr 


PONIES 


PH: 1 800 817 1471 
Email: info@circusponies.com 
Web: www.circusponies.com 

Page: 71 


SSEurekaPacific 

PH: 02 9439 7553 

Email: sales@eurekapacific.com.au 

Web: www.eurekapacific.com.au 

Page: 50 


• PLANTRONICS 

SOUND INNOVATION 

PH: 03 8371 0050 
Web: www.plantronics.com.au 
Pages: 8 & 84 
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compnow.com.au 


FileMaker 


patufBtUuL&jjSsj 


Crows Nest 222 Pacific Hwy, 2065, 

Ph: 02 9951 7979 

UNSW Quadrangle (El 5), UNSW Main 
Campus Ph: 02 9385 2377 
South Melbourne 64 Clarendon St, 
3205, Ph: 03 9684 3600 
Malvern 1420 High Street, 3144, 

Ph: 03 9508 2600 

Geelong Westfield Geelong, 3220 

Ph: 03 5223 1550 

South Yarra 409a Chapel St, 3141 

Ph: 03 9827 5011 

Chadstone Chadstone Shopping Centre, 
Ph: 03 9568 8655 
RMIT Building 10, Room 17, RMIT 
Campus Ph: 03 9654 8111 
Doncaster Westfield Doncaster 
Ph: 03 9684 3688 
Email: sales@compnow.com.au 
Web: www.compnow.com.au 
Page: 13 


PH: 1800 028 316 (Aust) 
0800 444 929 (NZ) 
Web: www.filemaker.com.au 
Pages: 14 & 65 
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PH: 02 9283 9845 
Email: wood@hansaworld.com 
Web: www.hansaworld.com 

Page: 77 


PH: 61 3 9532 3300 
Email: sales@iworld.com.au 
Web: www.iworldaustralia.com.au 

Page: 39 


PH: 02 9280 2333 

Email: sales@powermedia.com.au 

Web: www.powermedia.com.au 

Page: 32 


ilicon Memory Technology 


PH: 02 9417 7822 

Email: sales@siliconmemory.com.au 
Web: www.siliconmemory.com.au 

Page: 25 



luggage for the global digerati 


PH: 02 8338 0222 
Email: info@stmbags.com.au 
Web: www.stmbags.com.au 

Page: 27 
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CoNeXuS 


•JANUS 


PH: 02 9975 0900 
Email: info@conexus.com.au 
Web: www.conexus.com.au 

Page: 11 


PH: 02 9582 0909 
Email: cst@jands.com.au 
Web: www.jands.com.au 

Page: 54 



PH: 03 9818 2100 

Email: salesteam@streetwise.com.au 
Web: www.streetwise.com.au 

Page: 17 
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PH: 03 9895 2999 
Web: www.pentagon.net.au 

Page: 61 


Techtools 

PH: 1300 761 466 
Web: www.techtools.com.au 

Page: 57 



PH: 1300 721 497 

Email: austnzsales@thomson.net 

Web: www.thomsongrassvalley.com 

Page: 31 


TRY BYTE 


PH: 02 9906 5227 

Email: info@tryandbyte.com.au 

Web: www.tryandbyte.com.au 

Page: 37 


Uniden 

PH: 02 9599 3355 
Web: www.uniden.com.au 

Page: 29 


FA Verbatim 

PH: 03 9823 0999 
Email: info@verbatim.com.au 
Web: www.verbatim.com.au 

Page: 58 



PH: 02 8302 4600 
Email: info@webdu.com.au 
Web: www.webdu.com.au 

Page: 74 
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PH: 08 9721 1125 
Email: sales@zytech.com.au 
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macmarket 



330D Miller Street Cammeray NSW 2062 

Tel: (02) 99222327 
Fax: (02) 99222527 
Email: ndart@macsasnew.com.au 
Website: www.macsasnew.com.au 

Apple Secondhand Reseller 


38100 center 


MacBarCoda 4 Bar Code Generation Software 
For the Packaging & Printing Industry 


$455.00 


(+GST) 


Stratix (Australia) Pty Ltd 
02 9484 9001 


www.stratix.com.au 



The Most Complete, Preventative, Maintenance, Diagnostic, and Recovery Tool Available! 
Used by Apple Users and Technicians for over 20 years... 




10.5 and 10.4 Compatible 

TECHTOOLPRO 

.com.au 

Available through all Next Byte Stores 
and selected Apple Resellers 




Apple ^ 
problems? 

■ apple computer & ipod service specialis\ 

The Mac Doctors 


449 Ipswich Rd Annerley Brisbane Ph: (07) 3848 9438 
459 Flinders St West Townsville City Ph: (07) 4724 5889 



www.sillconmemory.com.au 

External Storage solutions 


iPod Repairs 


Apple Service 


/ f| Authorised Service Provider 

Established July 2001 

/ Workshop or On-Site service 
/ Very competitive rates 

✓ Fast turn-around on all work 

Average 3 business days for workshop repairs 

✓ Service contracts available 


/ FREE ASSESSMENT 

A small postage fee is applicable if the faulty iPod is to be 
returned after assessment 

/ Warranty & non-warranty iPods 

✓ 6-month warranty on parts 

1 year on batteries. Terms and Conditions apply 

✓ Well established company 

We have been doing non-warranty iPod repairs since 2004 


On-Site Mac Service 
Melbourne Based 


• Apple Mac Troubleshooting 

• Installation & Maintenance 

• Networking & Internet Sharing • Upgrades 
• Wireless Networking • Independent Advice 

Phone: 1800 762 040 

email: support@macaid.com.au 

Mac * Aid 


Phone (03) 9857 0611 • www.synergeticaustralia.com 
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TRY BYTE 


Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel ( 02 ) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 


www.tryandbyte.com.au 


Mac Centre 

• New, Ex-Demo & Pre-loved Macs 

• Long & Short term rentals 

• Software & Peripherals 

• Trade-in your System 

• On-site Support 

• Training 

^ Authorised 
w Solutions Reseller 


87 Albion St, Surry Hills 

02 9281 4444 

www.maccentre.com.au 


Data Detect 

MAC Hard Drive Data Recovery Specialists 


v' Australia's Premier Data Recovery Company 
^ Hard disk recovery (internal HDD and USB) 

^ Free diagnostic evaluation and quotation 
V Your data back or NO CHARGE - GUARANTEED 
v' Nation wide free return postage 
v' Quickest turn around time 
s Class 100 certified CLEAN environment 
s Emergency services 
s RAID recovery experts 


www.datadetect.com.au 

Tel: 02-9929-4822 

24/7 hour Emergency service: 02-9460-3864 
Email: info@datadetect.com.au 


CD & DVD 

DUPLICATION 


BUSINESS CARD AND MINI CDs 

IN HOUSE MULTIMEDIA, DESIGN, 


PRINTING & PACKAGING 
DVD AUTHORING 


ANY QUANTITY 


econd/ 


for Macintosh 


Microseconds was established in 1990 and has since 
become one of Australia’s largest retailers of second-hand 
Macintosh computers, parts, and peripheral equipment. 


• Service and repairs 

• New and used Macs 

• Great warranty 

• Spare parts 


Serving the Macintosh community for fifteen years 


Suite 214, 22-36 Mountain Street, Ultimo NSW 2007 • Ph: 02 9281 6392 • Fax: 02 9281 4130 • sales@microseconds.com.au * www.microseconds.com.au 


Quality peripherals for your notebook, desktop and iPod. Proudly distributed by Try and Byte. 
To view the full range of products, please visit our website. 


i> Kensington - 

f* Hr §■ 


689 Malvern Rd Toorak, Vic 3142 
mac@duplication.com.au 

PH: (03) 9827 6588 












































Alex Kidman 
is waiting 
patiently for 
Oscar the Grouch 
to pop out of the 
Trash can. 


Where are 

Y ou’ll have to forgive me this 
month. I’m a little bit too 
excited, all thanks to some mail 
that just came my way. Yes, actual 
physical mail — it still exists, and I got 
some yesterday from (and I quote) 
“International Lottery Sweepstake 
Espana, S.A”. You can imagine how 
excited I was, what with being informed 
that I had personally won (due to some 
sort of mixup) 685,000 Euros. At cur¬ 
rent exchange rates, that’s just a bit 
north of a million dollars — enough to 
buy you a door in Sydney. 

At current market rates, you could 
build a rough lean-to out of, say SSD- 
based MacBook Airs for less than the 
price of a small apartment. Actually, 
that might not be a bad idea — you’d 
have tonnes of computing power, and 
it’d be self heating. I wonder if there’s 
anything in the warranty conditions 
prohibiting it? 

OK, you got me. I’m not in the least 
bit excited, or overwhelmed, and I’m 
certainly not going to forward any 
administrative fees to Dr Antonio 
Gomez of the Loterias y Apuestas Del 
Estado any time soon. I was, how¬ 
ever, intrigued, if only because, as I 
mentioned, this didn’t show up as junk 
e-mail, but as actual physical mail, 
with Spanish stamps on the exterior. If I 
were a stamp collector, I’d probably be 
over the moon. 

Scams like this are nothing new, of 
course, and it’s only been in the last 

Hotjjnks 

Lottery scams in general 

en.wikipedja.org/wiki/Lottery_scam 

My lottery scam, specifically 

www.lindqvist.com/en/euromilliones-espanol-sl-repeating- 

themselves 


my millions at? 



fifteen years or so that they’d trans¬ 
ferred to online, but it’s fascinating to 
see them shifting back to physical me¬ 
dia. I still get plenty of spam online — 
for some reason, the merchants of the 
world seem to think there’s something 
wrong with my downstairs plumbing 
(ahem), and that I’m in need of "Cheep 
Softwares” that won’t actually run on 
my Mac anyway — but I don’t think I’ve 
seen a scam lottery e-mail in at least a 
couple of years. Although this one did 
have a few hallmarks of 21 st Century 
scamming, as it wanted an awful lot 
of my personal information, a la any 
good identity theft scam. It’s efficient, if 
nothing else. 

There’s a tiny, optimistic part of my 
brain that had hoped that my switch to 
the Mac had made scam e-mails (and 
Spam, in general) a thing of the past; 
while there’s any number of proof-of- 
concept Mac e-mail viruses out there, 
there’s none “out there”, if you get the 
distinction. Likewise, I’m still terribly 


impressed by Mail’s innate ability to 
weed out junk mail. It’s not perfect, 
but the number of false positives I get 
is remarkably low, and well ahead of 
anything else I’ve ever seen in a desk¬ 
top mail client. Essentially the only 
reason I know I get a lot of G3NRK 
VlaGRa and Cheep Softwares e-mails 
is because I’m a little cautious about 
losing worthwhile mail and I tend to 
peek into the junk mail folder pretty 
regularly. Thankfully, false positives 
only happen every once in a while. 

I could even hazard a guess that the 
push to send this particular missive out 
as a missive rather than a collection 
of bits is down to junk mail filtering, 
and, I suppose, the desire to appear 
legitimate. It might have worked just a 
little bit better, of course, if it wasn’t a 
cheap photocopy, but at least I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that the 
scammers wasted a stamp on me, 
and hopefully a few others. Although 
searching for International Lottery 
Sweepstake Espana, S.A does bring 
up a scam-busting page with a surpris¬ 
ing number of respondents who just 
don’t get it, and wonder when their 
euromillions will arrive. Presumably, 
these are the same people responsible 
for sales of the Zune. 

Scams like this work on a social 
pressure — it’s why, amongst all the 
dazzling numbers and badly-worded 
Spanish, there’s an exhortation to 
“keep this award from public notice 
until your claim has been processed”, 
which I guess I’ve blown now. 

Oh well. I wonder if a lean-to made 
out of broken Etch-A-Sketches will 
suffice? ^ 



Order online today at www.pizzahut.com.au 
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Your business side. Your creative side. 

Inspire both. Introducing Avid's new editing lineup. 

An evolutionary system architecture that delivers what's most important to you. 
Quality, performance and value. A new way of thinking. A new way of doing business. 
Take a closer look at www.avid-australia.com.au. 













Altec Lansing* 


GOT A DEEP PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH MUSIC? 

THAT'S FUNNY, SO DO WE. 


AMBER TECHNOLOGY 

E: info@abertech.com.au 
T: 02 9452 8600 
www.ambertech.com.au 


ANYWARE COMPUTER 
ACCESSORIES 

E: info@anyware.com.au 
T: 1300 269 927 
ww w.a ny wa re.com .a u 


ROADHOUND ELECTRONICS 

E: orders@roadhound.com.au 
T: 02 4949 3000 
www.roadhound.com.au 


























